Our Lady of the Valley Pastoral Council

Minutes for Meeting 6/27/2007


The pastoral council was called to order by Chairman Mark Clark at St. Ann’s Meeting room at 7:00 PM on 6/27/2007.

Present were: Fr. Patrick Van Durme, Mark Clark, Joan Loree, Margie Terry, Carolyn Kelly, Patsy Hulse, Tom Harkenrider, James Van Skiver, Sister Dolores Ann, And John Buchko.

Absent were John Cain, Mike Deebs, Gary Mikolajczyk and Charlie Brewer.

Fr. Pat gave the opening prayer. 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as written.

Reports were asked from the various committees.

Finance Committee.

Father gave the report for Gary.  There were slight modifications made to the budget for the parish and the school.  The Parish budget will be balanced using the indicator of $11,000 needed for the weekly collection.  There were several reasons for changing this indicator, including Contingency funds and parish feedback on how parishioners would read the fact that a lower indicator would be used instead of the one in place at the present time.  It was felt that the indicator of $11, 000 was the best way to go.

Also, it was reported that the School Budget was lower than what was anticipated.   

Sister reported that as of September the teachers’ salary would be on scale, with an increase of 3%.

Liturgy

Margie gave the report on the last meeting of the Liturgy committee.  At that meeting the Ministry Training Session was planned for this coming September.  Letters will be sent out in August to the present day ministers of the Word and the Eucharist along with letters to previous ministers to tell them of the training session and welcome all to come.

Also, Bev Gilbert presented a new plan for the distribution of the Host and the Cup at the Erie Avenue Entrance or rear of the Church.  This plan will be instituted on the weekend of July 7th and 8th with Fr. given instructions at the time of the Homily.

At the meeting the goal planning for Advent and Lent was discussed and appropriate dates were set for this planning.

Mass for Holidays, not Holy Days, will be at 9:00AM at St. Ann Church.

Ann Marie Barillo also wishes to start a Knitting Ministry.

Sr. Jude Ministry

Audrey continues to give funds to aid the people in need.  There is always some difficulty when people apply as to whether there is a true need.  Audrey is learning to gather more pertinent information so as to make the best possible decision as to who should receive funds and necessary aid.

Constituents Report

The envelopes for the Building Fund were discussed.  A new smaller envelope will be used and will be placed in the pews and the vestibule of St. Ann and St. Mary Church.

Also envelopes will be sent to the people who have made their pledges.  Pledges and money received amount to approximately $92, 000.  There will be a bulletin announcement as to the current status of the Building Fund.  Father will also address the issue concerning envelopes in his bulletin article.

Old Business

Carolyn Kelly gave the census report.  There are 362 Saint Ann’s, 112 St. Ignatius, 

11 St. Joachim’s and 2 St. Mary’s Census cards that need to be updated.  Members of the Council were asked to take the cards and update the information.

The make up of next year’s council was addressed.  One member, Joan Loree, will not be returning as her time of appointment is up.

A discussion was held concerning the selection of new members according to the Pastoral Council Bylaws of 2004.

The council felt that the bylaws concerning the selection and number of members should be amended.

In order to change the bylaws the proposed amendment must be given to the members of the Parish Council one-month in advance of the vote to amend. 

Therefore the council is proposing the following amendments be made to the bylaws.  

Mark Clark moved that the council should strive for 12members, not to exceed 12,but always to have at least 9 members from the parish.  James Van Skiver seconded the proposed amendment.  The proposal for amending was passed. This would amend the present Roman Numeral II, numbers2, 8 and 9.

Mark moved that the make-up of the 9 to 12 members selected for the Council should reflect the socioeconomic and geographic diversity of the parish. Carolyn Kelly seconded this proposal and all members voted in favor of the proposed amendment. This would amend Roman Numeral II, numbers 2, 8 and 9

This change in the bylaws will be voted on at the first meeting of the Council on September 26th.

A notice of an opening on the Council will be placed in the bulletin so that interested parties may offer to serve on the council.

All Councils will meet on October 17th at 7:00 PM in the School Hall.  Decision will be made in September as whether this will also be our October Meeting Date.

Thanks were given to Joan Loree for her work on the council.

Sister Dolores Ann was also thanked for her work on the Council and for her years of service to St. Ann School, and our parish community.  We can never replace Sister but a new principal will be appointed for our school. 

Father gave an update as to what is happening with the new offices, the rectory and the pending sale of St. Ignatius.  We are waiting for the third appraisal on the St. Ignatius property. The new offices are very near completion and the rectory will be demolished sometime in July.

Hope everyone has an enjoyable summer. 

Next meeting September 26th at the Meeting Room at 7:00PM.

Respectively submitted,

Joan Loree

