End of the Year?

It seems kind of funny that society is really controlled by the calendar of our schools.  Even though we may not have kids in school we still kind of think that as June comes along things are winding down for the summer.  Committees and groups that meet monthly talk about “taking the summer off.”  Many times over the next month there are really important moments as we say goodbye or at least God’s Blessings as various people are moving or making changes in their lives.  Summer is time for many exciting things for Our Lady of the Valley Parish.


Many of our school children and young adults are a getting ready to move into the next area of life.  From our youngest children to those that are a little older there are “graduations” coming up.  At our parish school St. Ann, the Kindergarten graduation is June 12th with Pre-School following on June 13th.  Our 8th graders are celebrating their graduation and move up to area High Schools on June 20th.  Our area High School Seniors are also getting ready to make a bigger move out of school into colleges, military service or the work force (Hopefully, say all the parents!)  All these people are in our prayers.  This can be a difficult and scary time.  Young and old, everyone struggles with change.  Prayers and the grace of God can be a great blessing at this time when excitement and hopefulness is tempered by the unknown.  I remember one young lady that told me she was really worried about going to the High School but after about a week she had forgotten all about her fears and it felt like she belonged there with all her friends – new and old.

That is really the hope that changes brings to our lives.  As we fear the new it is also exciting and offers us new opportunities.  This is our prayer for Sister Dolores Stein who is also getting ready for a change in her life coming up this month.  After some 23 years of service to our parish, community and school she will be retiring from ministry as principal.  I choose my words carefully because I know that she will certainly not be retiring from work nor will she be done with ministering wherever God leads her on the next stage of her earthly journey.  I hope that people from every area of our parish will be available to share with her your thanks and celebrate with her.  There are a few opportunities for this to happen.  They have been listed in these pages but I would like to ask you to clear your calendar for the following:  June 14th - 7:00pm the school will be having a tribute to her at St. Ann Church.  There is certainly enough room for anyone that would like to see the school giving her their thanks.  (I was just told this is supposed to be a surprise – she knows! – but don’t tell her just in case!)  The parish is also invited to pray and celebrate with her on June 16th when we will all join together at the 4:30 mass with a reception for her following.  Her work with the school preparing for the new school year will keep her in her office until sometime in July but these events will be our time to say thank you and God’s Blessings.

Even with all these changes there are still some things going on that are regular events.  Following this note you will find the first notice for the 2nd Annual Golf Extravaganza!  Last year I suggested that name because it was kind of a tongue and cheek joke.  We were hoping to start small and see if it would grow.  Well those that participated know that it was a great day and was really “extravagant.” The good news is that this year has already out-stripped last year and looks to be even better.  The summer may be “down-time” but there are still many things to celebrate and those to remember in our prayers.
