The Family of God


This weekend our readings speak to us about how we are to live as a community and take care of each other as people of God.  Our first reading is about the law from the time of Moses.  It says that someone with Leprosy should go and be checked out by the priest and then if they are found to be sick they must live outside the camp.  This was to protect others from getting sick.  Paul says, in our second reading, that we need to avoid hurting those people around us, even those from other faith communities.  In our Gospel, Jesus heals the leper so that he can again be welcomed in the town and against Jesus’ request his joy fills him and the man tells everyone about the power and glory of God.  There are many parts to building and maintaining a community.  It is more than where we live and where we pray.  How we deal with each other, our customs and traditions are important and must be respected even as they are melded together.  Our readings are dealing with some very basic areas of health and safety.  That is a place to start but being community has many repercussions in our lives.  

Parish Census

Last week we started our Parish Census with some great results.  Many families took the time to fill out a card.  Many people took cards and passed them in to the office during the week.  If you have not filled out a Census card, please do so this weekend.  The more cards we get; the fewer contacts we will need to make in the weeks to come.  We will offer cards at the entrances of our churches until they stop coming in.  We will then compare them to those that we have on file.  We will destroy the old cards that will be replaced by new ones.  The next step will be to contact those families for which we have an old card but have not filled out a new card.  This step will be to determine if they are still in the area and if the information is still correct.  If you have been a registered member of any of our parish churches and did not fill out a card you can expect a call from a member of our Pastoral Council in the months to come.  This will be the longest and most time consuming part of this process.

Once these first two steps have taken place we will then begin the final steps which will be an effort to reach out to those that we may not have had contact with in the past.  This will be done with various steps.  Once we have contacted this group then we can safely say that we have registered everyone possible within our parish.  The final step will be to put all these records into a data base that will help us keep our records and maintain them for the future.  All these files are used for many purposes within our parish, not the least of which is the reception of the sacraments.

Please keep discussing this effort with those around you; your friends and family and those you work with.  With even our best efforts there is little question that we will miss some people.  People will still come forward and say, “I have been a member of that parish all my life…”  This will always happen regardless of attendance or participation.  That is life and we can not change that reality.  Our effort is to update our records so that we have the most efficient and correct register as possible. 

Parish Web Site

There has been on-going work to develop a parish web site.  For those that use the internet this is the easiest way to connect with people and send and receive information.  In the past we have had information available at a site that we used connected with the Diocese of Rochester’s newspaper “The Catholic Courier.”  With great effort by members of our parish community and with the help of a local business I am happy to say that we have a new Parish Web Site: www.ourladycv.org.  We tried to have ‘Our Lady of the Valley’ in some form but they were all taken by other parishes around the country.  We decided on this address as it has most of our parish name and notes our connection to the area with ‘cv’ meaning Canisteo Valley.  Once you put that into your computer you can add it to your favorites and use the link again and again to connect with the parish.


This is a beautiful site with many opportunities for information being shared.  Rather than the old site which only allowed very limited access to information the possibilities for this new site are expansive.  First, we will have our weekly bulletin available.  If you loose your bulletin or forget to pick one up it will be there at your fingertips.  All events and announcements will be there for you to confirm a meeting or get connected to whatever interests you have within the parish.  


This site will also allow us more freedom with our committees.  Each Ministry and Committee will have a page within the site.  On that page will be the committee membership and its purpose.  The most exciting part will be that all minutes from meetings will be kept there for the month and then archived for storage.  This will mean that if you are wondering what decisions were made at the Pastoral Council last month or even two months ago, just go to that committee’s page and click onto their archives and voila! There the minutes will be for your reading pleasure.  When I asked those involved how many minutes we can store, I was told there will be space for years and years of minute before we will have to worry about filling up our space.


Some future efforts may be having the ability to register on-line which will be a big help for new people moving into the community.  We will also try to make it possible to register to donate on-line.  A suggestion that I am not to sure of but might be fun is a regular column of “Ask the Pastor.”  I might do that if like “Dear Abby” I can find someone to type it for me!  Making connections for those outside the area will be much easier as people will be able to search for Catholic churches in Hornell and this site will come up.  


I would like to thank Jim Moore from Mystic Media.  You will notice his address and contact information among our advertisers on the back of this bulletin.  He has been doing work with the web page for St. Ann School – www.stannhornell.org .  Their site is much more developed than ours and you can see that the possibilities are exciting.  Jim has been very patient and helpful as we grow into this new technology.  Please do your best to support them if your needs are there.  It is important for us to support those people that help support us.  As this Web Site grows it will have pictures of events and many interesting items for all of us to enjoy.

Reports from Abroad


It is always nice to share good news.  There many great items to share with you.  Last week our Youth Group Members had their annual “Souper Bowl” collection.  This was a huge success.  The largest amount was collected for our parish’s Sr. Jude Social Ministry.  This year they collected $1167.00 to help this great ministry.  This year has there have been more requests than ever for support.  Even with the mild winter the need for food and help paying bills has not slowed.  Also, it is great to report to you that the clothing collection barns are already bearing good fruit.  Sr. Sue at Steuben County Rural Ministry has told me that they are receiving money.  From the St. Ann collection barn, we received a check for $187.00 last month that went to Sr. Jude Social Ministry.  As you clean out your closets and attics please consider putting your good used cloths and soft toys for this effort.

Living and working together to build our community falls into many different categories.  So many people work hard to keep our parish growing and ministering to our people.  Our readings remind us that God cares and is involved in our lives.  He wants us to care for each other.  He wants us to look out for others and work to keep them safe and healthy.  We are doing the work of God when we do the work of our community.  Much is happening and as people get involved and make things happen more will be happening every day.  May God bless all our efforts and help us to know the grace that His Holy Spirit has for us.  

