Please read this letter

There are many things that I would like to say to you this week and many thoughts that I could share with you about the Christmas Season and all the Blessings we have received over the past two weeks.  Last weekend I took this space to say thank you to all those with whom I get to work every day.  There are so many more names that I could have put on that list that work or volunteer their time.  This week I have been thinking of all those that did so much to bring music to our community for Christmas.  Ed Karns, Bill Loree, and John Bartel are the most visible but there are so many others.  Pat Wiggers and all those that she brought for the 4:30 Christmas Eve Mass were awesome.  Sr. Leona was there at the 10:30 Christmas mass playing her trumpet.  All the choirs that did double duty are to be thanked as well.  Sharon Prentice makes the Rectory a home in all the ways that a home is warm and friendly.  All those that clean our churches so that the House of God reflects our devotion.  All these people should be remembered and thanked.
There are so many more to list but there is something more pressing that I would like to share.  Below is a letter from Bishop Clark concerning Vocations Awareness Week which starts the weekend of January 8th.  Rather than have this letter in next week I would like you all to read this letter and prepare so that every prayer we offer and every thought we have during that week will be toward the vocations that we all have to serve God and to share our faith with our children and young people.  Please read this letter and share it with your children.  Vocations do not happen by magic.  It is not just up to a priest or bishop to make the connection with young men and women.  It is well documented that vocations begin in the family where parents share their faith and help all their children see that God has a purpose for them.  Please read this prayerfully.

My dear friends,

Beginning with the feast of the Baptism of the Lord on Monday January 8th, the Catholic dioceses of the United States will celebrate Vocation Awareness Week.  For ten years now, the Church has set this week aside for us to reflect on our baptismal call to holiness and ministry.  Just as Scripture tells us that Jesus began his public ministry at the Jordan, so this week we begin to reflect on our own ministries in the Church.
The matter of vocations is very close to my heart.  In pursuit of that interest, I currently sit on the Bishop’s Committee for Vocations for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Our Diocese is blessed with an abundance of holy men and women who dedicate themselves in immeasurable ways to building God’s Kingdom by their service to our Church.  From northwest Monroe County to southeast Tioga County, they minister in lay, religious, and ordained vocations.  And in individual ways, all have answered a personal call from God to use the gifts they have been given to serve in God’s name.  For that, I am extremely grateful.

In addition to living out our own vocations, each of us shares a sacred obligation to foster and encourage an understanding in our young people that Christ calls each of them personally to walk with him and to serve this world with the talents and gifts God has given them. Pope John Paul II reminded us that “all the members of the Church, without exception, have the grace and responsibility to look after vocations.” (Pastores Dabo Vobis, no. 41)
Friends, we have a special opportunity during Vocations Awareness Week to educate ourselves on this important area of our faith and to pray for vocations for our local church.  You and I are aware that we face an ever increasing need for vocations to the priesthood.  For that reason, I ask you to pray in a particular way that young men will answer the call to priesthood in our diocese.

I am encouraging all of our faithful communities to make a special effort to bring the vocation message to light this week.  Please, let our Office of Vocations Awareness assist you in this effort by calling the office at 585-461-2890 or by visiting the website at www.dor.org/vocations.

Among the many activities for vocations that I hope will occur this week and throughout the year, may I encourage you to consider:

· Conversations in which parents tell children about their own vocations,

· Reflecting on your own vocation and what God may be asking of you at this stage of your life,

· Telling our young people the wonderful qualities you see in them and challenging them to use those gifts in service of Christ.

Thank you for all you do to build God’s Kingdom by your generous response to your baptismal call.  May God continue to bless us in this new year and send abundant laborers for our harvest.

With very good wish, I remain,






Your brother in Christ






+Matthew H. Clark

Bishop of Rochester

