Our Lady Of The Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 1/11/06


Chairman Mark Clark called the Pastoral Council to order on January 11, 2006 at 7:10 PM at St Joachim’s Parish Center.

Present were: John Cain, Fran Tucker, Tom Harkenrider, Patsy Hulse, James Van Skiver, Gary Mikolajczyk, Margie Terry, Dianne Trickey Rokenbrod, Joan Loree, Mark Clark, Deb Housel, Sr. Dolores Ann, Audrey Tilden and Fr. Pat Van Durme.  Absent were Carolyn Kelly and John Buchko. 

Joan Loree led opening prayer.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  There was no Open Forum.

Committee Reports.

Finance- Gary gave the report of the Finance Council Meeting.  At that meeting Sr. Dolores Ann presented the School Budget.  The TGA has reached about 40% of its goal. The final date for TGA is June 30th.   There is still a push for the parishioners to consider electronic giving.  Next month the Finance Council plans to answer the questions and concerns of the parishioners about using this method for their offerings.   Fr. Pat reported at their meeting that the Coffee Table Book would be ready for purchase at Easter Time.

Liturgy- Margie reported that the Liturgy Committee did not meet in December.

Sr. Jude Social Committee- Dianne reported that 60 Christmas baskets were distributed.  Donations covered the requests that were made. The Pauly Drop Off Clothing Box has garnered $86 in funds for Sr. Jude’s Ministry.  Steve McManus has been the main volunteer in making sure the site is taken care of each day.  Dianne also reported that Mary Ann and Chuck Flansburg are doing Prison Ministry now at Elmira.  The ministry provides prayer and retreat for the prisoners.  Contact Mary Ann Flansburg if you would like to send a prayer to one of the prisoners.  Audrey said that some of the shut-ins that she visits have done this.  The Cuba Ministry was successful in purchasing a refrigerator for a family in Jovellanos who had lost theirs during a hurricane.  Joel Taylor, our local coordinator, will be visiting Jovellanos, Cuba and bringing medications to the dental center.  The people of Jovellanos are lacking in supplies such as syringes and many of the patients can not be attended to, as they have no novocaine or antibiotics.   Dianne was asked to e-mail Deb who then will bring the needs of these people to her groups.

Constituency Report- Parishioners at St. Mary’s are happy with the Sunday Mass Schedule.

Three parishioners who attend daily mass at 7:00AM have voiced the concern about changing back to St. Ignatius.  They are happy with the mass at St. Ann’s and think the reopening of St. Ignatius for daily mass would be a mistake.  They compared it to reopening an old wound.

The Crèche being set up in the Marian Chapel received many favorable comments.  It was thought to be a good place to visit, and having a kneeler and chairs in the chapel were conducive to silent meditation on the wonder of the Nativity.

The phone listing and the phone lines for Our Lady of the Valley was another concern.  The listing in our Phone book does not provide a phone number for St. Ann’s Church.  Fr. Pat said this is being corrected.  The new listing in the phone book will list St. Ann’s Church, OLV—324-5581.  The other listings for the different sites will also be able to be found in the phonebook listings.  It was suggested that the phone number be listed on the sign outside St. Ann’s Church.  Every member agreed this would be a wise move. 

The phone lines at the business office should be increased, preferably by adding two more lines.  If not two than at least one more line should be added.  It is sometimes very difficult to get through to the office due to so many people using the current two lines.

The office hours were also questioned.  Could the office stay open past 3:30 on some days of the week? ?  Could the secretaries’ hours be staggered?  It is difficult for parishioners to visit the office due to their own work schedule.

Old Business—Census 

The main purpose for the taking of the Census is to update our current roll of Parishioners.  The Census is also a wonderful tool that can be used by all the different committees of the Parish. From the Census, volunteers can be found for various committees and increased involvement in the life of the Parish can be gained. Also it can be a means of reaching out to all members of Our Lady of the Valley, the non-practicing, the alienated, and the unchurched. 

The members of the council after comparing several census cards from various parishes came to the decision to use the current Our Lady of the Valley Registration Card.

Fr. Pat will explain in the bulletin for the weekend masses of January 21st and 22nd the fact that we will be filling out census cards on the weekend of January 28th and 29th.  There will also be laser ads and an ad on Channel 6 TV announcing that the census will be taken at those weekend masses.  The census card will be completed by the parishioner before the Mass.  There will be no homily on those days and therefore the Mass will be over in the hour it usually takes.  Fr. Pat will walk us through the completion of the card.  The cards will be present in the pews for parishioners who are not at the weekend mass of Jan.28th and 29th to complete on their own for the following two weeks. Parish Council members will be present following each mass to help answer questions about the card.  

The completed cards will be matched to the existing cards that are now in our parish roll.  Those cards containing the names of parishioners that are not matched with the newly filled out card will be contacted to see if they are still a member and wish to fill out a new card.  The matching of the newly filled out cards with the existing cards will be done by the Pastoral council at a work meeting probably in March.  Then the information from the card needs to be downloaded on the PIP program.  Volunteers with Computer knowledge will be needed.  When these two steps are completed the council will decide how to reach out to the others in Our Lady of the Valley, that is the non-practicing the alienated and the unchurched.

Fr. Pat announced that Birthright would be using the Loyola Offices until another suitable office can be found.

John Lusk will be presenting the Master Plan for the Parish in April at a Town Hall Meeting.

Our next meeting will be on Feb. 8th at 7:00PM at St Joachim’s Hall.

Respectively submitted,

Joan Loree

