Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes Oct. 27, 2010

The Pastoral Council meeting was called to order by David Crosby at St. Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m.

Present were:  Fr. Peter, Fr. Paulinus, Nancy Coleman, Patsy Hulse John Peisher, George Hooper, Carolyn Kelly, Tom Harkenrider, Dave Watt,  Hector Hoyos, Dave Watt, Joan Coleman, Dave Parmley, and Michelle Sexsmith

Donna Haraty, Office Manager and Lisa Dirlam, Principle of St. Ann’s School.
Absent:   Mary Marcus, Mark Clark and Doug Gilbert.
The meeting was opened with a prayer and discussion set forth by Fr. Peter.

Sept. 29, 2010 minutes were approved, motion by Tom Harkenrider, second by Dave Watt.
Public Forum:  

No issues addressed.

Except, Patsy Hulse has no email, hence Office Manager, Donna Haraty to mail her the minutes of the  meetings.
Dave Crosby asked for committee reports.

Liturgy Committee:

Dave Watt is the new liaison for the liturgy committee He reported that the Bereavement Committee is working on bettering their communications with families of those who have passed. This committee is always welcoming other parish members to join them. 

The parish Memorial Mass will be held at OLV Sunday Nov. 7 at the 10:30 a,m. Mass for approximately 51 families of Parish members who have died in the last liturgical year. 

The Parish picnic at St. Mary’s in Rexville went very well. Thank you to Patty Peisher and helpers.    Parish Confirmation to be held at OLV this year, and Fr. Mulligan will be the celebrant.

The Advent Wreath will be provided by Doug and Bev. Gilbert. 

There will be Ministry Training for Eucharist Ministers, and Ushers. We are still looking for more Eucharist Ministers and Ushers, and Funeral Servers.  Spread the word.

We will reinstate the Tridium to be held July 25, 26, and 27 of 2011.  It was a success in 2010.
The Committee talked about having a Retreat during lent; having a Healing Mass and the continuation of Growing in Faith.

The changes in the Roman Missiles are in the forefront. 
Finance Committee:

Donna Haraty, Office Manager gave the finance report. She handed out up to date finance statements for both the Parish and the 
School. Part of the budgets and balance sheets were in the bulletin with more information to follow. A condensed version will be on the parish website.  There was still some concern that parishioners may not understand all of the information to be printed in the bulletin.  Mrs. Haraty stated that parishioners could call her regards any questions they might have. Donna brought the Council up to date on liability issue of poor drainage and the sink hole in the handicap parking lot. This parking lot will be repaired along with 

Re-routing the eves to the City Street. Joe Rose and the City of Hornell to work together on this street issue.  The City will do their part where water basins are needed and how the eves need to run to take excess water off sidewalks on Elm St. and out of the handicap parking lot.
A discussion of the new doors regards cost, what they are made of, where they will be placed etc. was held. Fund raising still going on to pay for the doors.  In the big scheme of things, we need to buy new doors. They will cut down the cost of Heating the church.

Tom Harkenrider posed a question to Fr. Peter  about money that the school owes the parish.  Fr. Peter agreed that the school would pay off debt, however it will remain incomplete until records of money borrowed by the school are completely reviewed.  

Constituency Report: None
Social Ministry:

The Parish Council touched on Questions for Faith Sharing. How we as individuals are helping in our Parish and Community?  How is the Parish involved? This subject is ours to think about until the next meeting. Read over Pastoral Council Faith Sharing Sessions.
Old Business:

 Fr. Peter announced that October 29th the diocese would be holding a “Financial Assessment Meeting” with Principal Lisa Dirlam, Business Manager Donna Haraty, Fr. Peter, and representatives from the diocese.  According to Fr. Peter this meeting should clarify financial concerns and benchmark issues related to the school.  

Sunday Mass Schedule – No Music at the 7a.m. Mass or 5p.m. Mass on Sunday
This new schedule is to be a trial for month of November. However, Dave Parmley suggested we go three months instead of one. Fr. Peter replied that it was viable, but we have to see how we go. We will be taking attendance of all masses. Donna contacted the newspaper to do a press release to let public know of new schedule. She is working on this issue.
Parish Survey – Fr. Paulinus wants to send out to all parishioners a questionnaire. This will be inserted into the bulletin and put on the website. A follow-up of phone calls to be done by a committee of Fr. Paulinus, Joan Coleman and Donna Haraty.

A sample survey form was passed around for council review and John Piesher moved to put survey in Bulletin and at Entrances of both Churches, Dave Parmley seconded the move. All approved.  The consensus of the Council is that it is a on-going project to get parishioners back to attending church. 

New Business:

Youth Ministry- This report by Fr. Paulinas. He suggested we start a youth ministry via facebook.  Fr. Peter will check with other churches to see what is going on in regards to using facebook  get the young people interested in the parish.

Nothing will be done regards facebook until Fr. Peter consults with other parishes.

Pastor’s Report: No specific issues not already covered.
Meeting was closed with prayer at 8:50 p.m.

Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, November 18, 2010 7:00 p.m. 

St. Ann’s School Meeting Room

Respectfully Submitted,

Carolyn K. Kelly

Acting Secretary

