Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 4/23/08
The Pastoral Council was called to order by Fr Pat (chairman Mark Clark was excused from the meeting) at St Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 PM on April 23rd, 2008.
Present were: Fr. Pat VanDurme,  Gary Mikolajczk, Tom Harkenrider, Patsy Hulse, James VanSkiver, Fran Tucker , Doug Gilbert, Jim McKeown, Carolyn Kelly, John Buchko, Margie Terry and Fr.Peter Anglaaere
Absent were: Mark Clark, John Cain and Richard Barone.

Fr. Pat opened the meeting with “Our Lady of the Valley Parish Prayer”. 
The minutes of the March meeting were approved. 
There were no items for the Public Forum.
Fr. Pat asked for committee reports.

Finance Committee
Gary Mikolajczk reported they the asking price for St. Ignatius church will be lowered by $10,000. New price is now $139,000. Mr. Barone went over the school budget at the finance meeting and the school is still in the “red” but they are waiting for state aid reimbursement and outstanding tuition. Parish budget – it was reported that there will be an excessive increase in the insurance cost for next year. School Front – AL Blades will draw up plans but will not do the work.  The job is too small. Maple City Builders have been contacted and we are waiting for an estimate.
Liturgy Committee

Margie Terry reported that the committee felt the Lenten and Easter services went well. They recommend that parishioner wear red on Pentecost Sunday.  Margie also reported that Fr. Pat has the “Welcome Packet” information and he will update it before he leaves in June.  Margie also stated the meeting was held at St. Ignatius church so that decisions could be made on what to do with items when the church is sold.
Social Ministry Committee
Fr. Pat reported that everything is status quo.
Constituency Report

It was stated that some people were upset with the letter in the bulletin from the Parish Council asking parishioners to “tithe” their rebate check from the federal government.
Pastor’s Report/Old Business
Fr. Pat shared with the committee that there is an administrative meeting (Fr. Pat,          Fr. Peter, Richard Barone, John Buchko , Lisa Passero, CFO and Sister Janice Morgan, SSJ, Superintendent of Schools) on May 9th to review guidelines established by the Task Force for financial viability for all schools. Plans for St. Ann’s school and how the school is currently doing will be discussed.  Fr. Pat also shared a letter of clarification from the Diocese concerning the school’s “Endowment Fund”.  The letter stated that the funds are not restricted endowment funds in the legal sense and can be used for the school at the discretion of the Finance and Pastoral Councils.
Other
Tom informed the council the Knights of Columbus will be handing out Rosary Rings at all the Masses on the weekend of May 18th.
Carolyn reminded us that at our May meeting we need to discuss council positions for the upcoming year.
Fr. Pat closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:30
Next Meeting:  Wednesday May 28th, 2008. St Ann’s School Meeting Room at          7:00 PM..
Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Tucker

Secretary
