Our Lady of the Valley
Pastoral Council Minutes 3/28/07
The Pastoral Council was called to order and opened with a prayer by Father Pat at St Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 on March 28, 2007.
Present were:  Fr. Pat VanDurme, Sr. Dolores Ann, John Buchko, Gary Mikolajczyk, Margie Terry, James VanSkiver, Tom Harkenrider, Patsy Hulse , Fran Tucker, Mark Clark, John Cain and Carolyn Kelly
Staff and Members from the Finance, Liturgy and Social Ministry Committees were also present.  They were: Paul Shephard, Connie Shephard, Mary Ann Logan, Noreen Mahoney, Mary Theresa Purtell, John Bartell, Nancy Bartell and John Peisher.

Absent were:  Joan Loree, Mike Deebs, and Audrey Tilden.

The motion was made by Patsy Hulse and seconded by Tom Harkenrider to accept the minutes for the February meeting.  The motion was carried. 
Committee Reports

Finance Committee – Gary reported that Sister Delores Ann was at the meeting and she presented the school budget.  He also reported that the parish budget was doing better than expected.  The remainder of the meeting was spent discussing the recommendations of the Ad Hoc committee and the finance committee still supports the recommendations.
Liturgy Committee – Margie reported that the committee set the dates for the Lenten Reconciliation Services and Holy Week Services. The committee decided to order 250 more Little Black Books for next year because they were well received this year. All the books were taken.  The Welcome Packets are completed and have been given to Father Pat for his approval. Margie also reported that Stewardship Committee members will be making a presentation at the April meeting. They would like to involve all committees with their mission.
Social Ministry – Audrey was absent but Father Pat reported that the Social Ministry continues help those in need. The Ministry is giving and making money.  Audrey is getting to know the people who use the services and is able to give to the ones who need it most.
Constituency Report – It was noted that one member of the council felt that there was more concern within the parish about replacing the rectory than there was about selling St. Ignatius Church.
Ad Hoc recommendations – Town Hall Meeting 3/27/07   - Members felt that the Power Point at the Town Meeting was well done and Brian Gregory did a great job facilitating the meeting.  It was also noted that Father Pat and John Buchko did an excellent job collecting information and having all the facts for the presentation. Everyone agreed that the meeting was well received by the parishioners present.
Tom Harkenrider made the motion to accept all three recommendations as written by the Ad Hoc Committee and begin to move forward as soon as possible.  The motion was seconded by Gary Mikolajczyk. The motion was carried.  100% of the 9 members present voiced approval to accept the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee.

All staff and members of the other committees present at the meeting also approved the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee.

Next Step - Father Pat will put together a packet of information for Diocesan approval.  Once the approval is received we can move forward with our plan.
· How Do We Proceed?
· Where Do We Rebuild the Rectory?

· How Do We Pay For A New Rectory?

· How Do We Tell the Parishioners That We Are Moving Forward With the Recommendation?

Place -There was much discussion on where to rebuild the rectory.  Many members wanted to see it remain somewhere on the St. Ann’s Campus. All options will be investigated.
Payment – It was recommended to look into a line of credit at a local bank so that we do not take money out of our savings.

A Capital Appeal was suggested, asking each family to donate $25 per month for 3 years (a total of $900 per family).  The pledge money would cover the cost of a new rectory.

Informing Parishioners – The committee felt that parishioners need to know of the decision to accept all the recommendations soon.  It was decided that Father Pat would write about it in his bulletin article but also inform members during his homily on Palm Sunday.
Father Pat closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:40.

Next Meeting –April 25th at 7:00 PM in the meeting room at St Ann’s School.

Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Tucker

Acting Secretary

