Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes Nov. 18, 2010

The Pastoral Council meeting was called to order by David Crosby at St. Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m.

Present were:  Fr. Peter, Fr. Paulinus, Nancy Coleman, Patsy Hulse, John Peisher, George Hooper, Carolyn Kelly, Tom Harkenrider, Dave Watt,  Doug Gilbert, Joan Coleman, and Donna Haraty, Office Manager
Absent:   Mary Marcus, Mark Clark, Hector Hoyos, Dave Parmley, Michelle Sexsmith and The Principal of St. Ann's School, Lisa Dirlam.

The meeting was opened with a prayer and discussion set forth by Fr. Peter.

The Oct. 27, 2010 minutes were approved, motion by Tom Harkenrider, second by Doug

Gilbert.

Public Forum:  

No issues were addressed at this time.

Dave Crosby asked for committee reports.

Liturgy Committee:

Dave Watt: Liaison for the Parish Council to report on the liturgy committee meeting. 

The parish Memorial Mass that was held Nov. 7th went very well. However, it conflicted with the Children’s Mass. An oversight which will be corrected in the future.

Parish Confirmation which was held at at OLV also went very well. 

A beautiful service with Fr. Mulligan from the Diocese as the Celebrant.

Nov. 20th at 6 p.m. declared the Hunters Mass at St. Mary's in Rexville. 

A newly added mass this year.

The Advent Wreaths will be provided by Doug and Bev Gilbert.

The Advent Wreath to be used in both churches. 

Group Confessions to be held Dec. 5th and Dec. 11th. 

The Christmas Mass schedule will be posted and of course all this information to be 

put in the bulletin.

The Parish Survey will be collected and a report to be given at the next meeting.

St. Ignatius Update- Interested parties, more to follow. 

Fr. Peter informed the Diocese there may be a possible sale.

An All Committee meeting to be held on March 23rd, 2011. Much discussion was had to get to this date. It was felt also, that maybe two "All Committee" Meetings should be held. 

Finance Committee:

Doug Gilbert, Liaison for the Parish Council to report on the Finance Committee.

Doug reported the finances are getting better and better. Next month the actual year to date will be reported. Donna Haraty, Office Manager, is working diligently to pour over past reports so as to give the Parish an up-to-date accurate report. The collections are down and this is a grave concern. The Parish needs over $8,700.00 to meet our financial obligations.

Constituency Report:   

Carolyn Kelly reported that there is still some confusion in the back of the Church at Communion time. When Deacon Bob goes back to take care of the Handicap, or those unable to walk all the way to the front of the church for Communion, others in the back deem it necessary to confuse the issue by waiting and going to Deacon Bob. Fr. Peter to handle this issue.

The Parish Council again touched on Questions for Faith Sharing. How we as individuals are helping in our Parish and Community?  How is the Parish involved? This subject will be on-going.  There was brainstorming around the table and some of the members came up with ideas regarding this matter.  Joan Coleman talked about a #211 that people in need can call. This number will get them help of all sorts (i.e. travel, gas money, food, etc.). Dave Crosby brought in brochures and applications for persons in need to read and sign up for assistance.  Furthermore, an in-depth discussion was held in regards to all we have to offer persons of need.  This problem will not go away and Father Peter wants us to continue our ministry to help those in need.

Old Business:

Donna Haraty attended the “Financial Assessment Meeting” along with Principal Lisa Dirlam, Fr. Peter, and representatives from the diocese.  The meeting was Oct. 29, 2010.

All reports that the Diocese requested were presented. The Diocese will re-evaluate the position of the school in January 2011.  They are aware of the low collections on Sunday

and will review the financial statements they were given.    

Sunday Mass Schedule – Father Peter said the new Mass schedule is going very well. It is not affecting the attendance at St. Mary's which was a concern of his. Fr. Peter informed the Council he is going to extend the new mass schedule on into January 2011. At this time he will again evaluate the attendance and where we will be heading with the newly added masses.

Donna is currently working on a newspaper article.

Parish Survey – Fr. Paulinus presented four sheets of Parishioner concerns. This survey is an on-going process to work out the numbers. A lengthy discussion took place as to how and in what manner and order these concerns will be handled. A follow-up of phone calls to be done by a committee of Fr. Paulinus, Joan Coleman and Donna Haraty.  This phone calling will take place with a larger committee, at the parish business office. The format not yet in place.  The parishioners will be informed as to this calling survey. This survey is an on-going process to find out where Catholics are registered, if registered, where they are going to church, and how we as a parish can be of better service to them. 

New Business:

Carolyn Kelly asked if there was a Cemetery Committee?  A call had gone out for volunteers and it was her understanding that two parishioners had volunteered and no meetings have been held to date.  This business has been referred to John VanScoter, according to Business Manager, and John was to call the old members and see who is staying and who is not.  He will then proceed to reform the Committee.  Fr. Peter is working with John on this. 

Pastor’s Report: Touched on specific issues already covered.

Fr. Peter would like to hold another town meeting with the parishioners.  He asked for our input, which after time we all agreed. More info to follow regarding this issue.

A parishioner offered the former Moore’s Bakery building to the parish. A committee viewed the property and reported the building was too costly a project for us to take on at this time. After much debate, it was the consensus of the Council to turn down the offer.  A motion was made by Doug Gilbert and second by John Piesher to not accept this thoughtful offer. All approved. 

Fr. Peter talked about Light House Ministries. He has an educational package which contains material for on-going spirituality. More information to come on this. He would like to sell this information. Joan Coleman to put in the Reminder Shop.  They will work out the details of this project. 

Meeting was closed with prayer at 9:00 p.m.

Next Meeting Date:  A motion was made by Doug Gilbert and second by Tom Harkenrider to move the next meeting date to Wednesday, January 26, 2011,

7:00 p.m. (Unless there is an emergency) St. Ann’s School Meeting Room, All in favor, Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carolyn K. Kelly, Acting Secretary

