Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 1/24/07

The Pastoral Council was called to order by Chairman Mark Clark at St. Ann School Meeting Room at 7:00PM on January 24, 2007.

Present were: Fr. Patrick Van Durme, Sr. Dolores Ann, John Buchko, Mark Clark, Joan Loree, Gary Mikolajczyk, Margie Terry, Fran Tucker, John Cain, James Van Skiver, Tom Harkenrider, Mike Deebs, and Charlie Brewer.  Absent were Carolyn Kelly, Patsy Hulse and Audrey Tilden.

Sr. Dolores Ann opened the meeting with a prayer and a special remembrance for Father Schmidt who died on the previous afternoon.

It was announced that a bus would be available for parishioners wishing to attend Fr. Schmidt’s funeral.

The motion was made by Tom Harkenrider and seconded by Fran Tucker to accept the minutes for the September meeting.  The motion was carried.

The motion was made by Fran Tucker and seconded by James Van Skiver to accept the minutes of the November meeting.  The motion was carried.

Chairman Clark asked for Committee Reports.

Finance Committee Report

Gary reported that the following items were addressed at their meeting. 

School Budget is on track.  The tuition collection is behind but is being addressed by Sister.

There was a discussion on School Support Envelopes.  The money collected for School Support goes toward the percentage the parish pays for the support of the school.

The projected deficit for the budget of Our Lady of the Valley is approximately $88,000.

The Finance Committee also discussed the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee.  Gary reported that all were in favor of Recommendation #1.  The Finance Council felt that more information was needed on Recommendation #2.  Recommendation #3 was accepted as written.

Liturgy Committee Report

Margie Terry gave the report.  At the recent meeting the Liturgy Committee discussed the Advent Season.  This discussion focused on the Mass Schedules, Penance Services, Advent Wreath and Altar Decorations.  The liturgy committee is going to research the idea of a Jesse Tree for next Advent Season.

The committee also discussed having an Epiphany Party that would take place of the Christmas party.

The Welcome Package is nearing completion and will be reviewed by Fr. Pat 

Blessing of the throats will take place following the Sunday Liturgy on February 3rd and 4th.

The Liturgy Committee will also have available a Lenten Meditation Book, Little Black Book, which parishioners can purchase on the weekend before Lent.  

Palms that Parishioners have from last Palm Sunday will be collected two weeks before Ash Wednesday, burned and used as ashes on Ash Wednesday. 

Father Pat was asked to sing parts of the Mass – e.g. Opening prayer, Prayers of the faithful, Preface responses, etc. starting in Ordinary Time. He agreed to do this starting with the Easter Tridium. 

The Liturgy Committee went on record as follows with regard to the Ad Hoc Committee’s Plan. Recommendation #1 – 11 out of 11 voting members – YES and one person voiced some concern that more research into other uses may be necessary. Recommendation #2 – 9 out of 11 voting members – YES. Recommendation #3 – 11 out of 11 voting members – YES. 

Sr. Jude’s Ministry Committee Report

There was no report as Audrey was absent.  Fr. Pat said that they have about $3000 dollars as of now but with the help that is given during the winter months for fuel and gas this could be depleted quickly.

Chairman Mark Clark asked for Constituency Report.  The parishioners have been made aware of the Ad Hoc’s recommendations through a Town meeting at the K of C.  The concerns of the people at those meetings were recorded and Fr. Pat is collating and deciding how best to disperse this information to all the parishioners.  

John Cain commended Father on the format of the Town Meeting.  At the meeting there were small groups who had a chance to voice concerns and ask questions.  These concerns and questions were recorded.  John said this was a good way for the people who usually do not have their voices heard due to being uncomfortable in speaking before a large group. Following the small group meeting people were able to voice concerns to the whole group.

Father informed the Parish Council that the Bishop did not have a part in making any of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee.   The Pastor has the final say concerning the recommendations.  The Bishop has been made aware of the recommendations and they have been sent to the chancellor.  

Also, Fr. Pat wishes everyone to know that he has no plans of putting up a double wide in place of the rectory.

As so many concerns were heard about the Recommendations of the Ad Hoc committee our council decided to address these recommendations.  There were many concerns heard and addressed during a lengthy discussion.

From the discussion came the fact that it would cost between $45,000 t0 $50, 000 to demolish the rectory.  The boiler at the rectory blew up and it will cost $13,000 to replace it.  The roof will cost $80,000.  

After discussion the council felt that they were ready to vote on the recommendations.

Recommendation#1.    Of 10 possible votes, 8 members voted in favor, 1 member abstained and 1 member voted no.  The no vote wished that the Church could be utilized in another way and not sold.

Recommendation #2.   Of 10 possible votes, 8 members voted in favor, one member abstained and one member wanted more information.

Recommendation #3.  Of 10 possible votes, 9 members voted in favor of the recommendation, one member abstained.

Concerning the sale of St. Ignatius Church, if the sale does go through there would be a final mass at the church.  All religious items would be removed.  Items that Our Lady of the Valley cannot use would be given to another needy parish, perhaps Fr. Gus’s.

Pastoral Council’s next meeting is Feb.28th.

Meeting closed with prayer at 9:25PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joan Loree

