THE MASS
THE MASS: REVERENCE
1. Encourage people to dress properly for Sunday Mass. Casualness in Religion leads to loss of faith. Post a modesty notice at Church doors to help people realize their responsibility to dress well. (2)

2. I would suggest that bulletin should not be made available before Mass to avoid distractions. The ushers could put them out toward the end of Mass.

3. There should be a formalized training for altar servers, which should include the history and rubrics of the Mass. The more servers understand the Mass, the more they will appreciate it and approach it with reverence.

4. I would like to see change in the way Eucharistic ministers approach the altar. They make a lot of people uncomfortable. The approach during the “Lamb of God” takes focus away from a very solemn part of the Mass. Perhaps they could approach during the Sign of Peace.

5. Just before communion, there is the “the Lamb of God” prayer. Is there a reason we do not show our reverence by kneeling? I know the asterisk in the missalette says that the Bishop can modify the practice that we used to have but I have never understood why he would not want us to kneel. Even other parishes within the Diocese kneel. I travel a lot of other places and they kneel. It seems to create confusion at OLV because some people kneel and some don’t. Most guests kneel. I want to kneel but often feel uncomfortable doing so because most people don’t. it is ironic that I feel more comfortable in other parishes than I do in my own parish.

6. We should stop verbal greetings before Mass. I need time to meditate before Mass. Some disturb. (2)

7. Stop talking aloud in Church. I welcome entrance signs to observe silence and decorum in the Church. The initial greeting of those sitting around you is superfluous when we do sign of peace to the same individuals. Noise emanating from the back of the Church before 10.30 Mass … Priest, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers (3)

8. Teach children to genuflect in front of Tabernacle. 

THE MASS:MUSIC

1. “Traditional” hymns honoring Jesus and Mary and the Saints. Let us sing more traditional Catholic hymns.

2. The Psalms could be recited.

3. I like the music but would like to have it quieter while going to Communion.

4. Would like to see more “low” Mass

5. We really need to work on song choices. I would like to see more youthful chorus – may be once or twice a month – more appealing to children and youth

6. Have a digital message board that shows the words of songs or a close-up on what is happening up front.

7. I would like to see Christmas carols sung at Mass from Dec. 1. The Church should not wait till Dec. 25.

8. We must find a way of encouraging people to sing. We could ask for their favorite hymns.

9. Having another music board on the opposite side of the altar will balance the view for the congregation on all sides.
10. I would like the Responsorial Psalm to be spoken sometimes; it has more meaning when we understand it.

11. I do not like the singing of ‘Gloria’ at 10.30AM Mass. It takes time.

12. Sing only two or three verses of songs at weekend Masses. (3)  

13. I wish the Liturgical Music ministry could practice more often than the few minutes before Mass starts. (2)

14. More lively songs at Mass.

15. One Sunday Liturgy for families with more lively music, guitar, old “folk” group

THE MASS:HOMILIES

1. Adult education homilies – 

a. Review of the basics of our faith i.e. Sacraments, Mass, Beatitudes, Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy, the Saints, 

b. Current topics like abortion, end of life care, voting guidelines, what the Pope is telling us.

2. Please, try not to schedule a guest homilist at the same Masses where you do something else ie. Confirmation, First Holy Communion

3. The homilies should be interesting to young men and women, and should be more understandable
4. Using the microphone by the side of the Mother of Perpetual Help, reduce your voice, it loses audibility when loud. It could be a sound system problem or voice volume.  

5. Have a copy of the homily pre-printed and either a copy in the bulletin or in the pews for those that have a hard time understanding.

6. Read the homily from a script so people can understand. Make it short. Print it and give to people as they come into the Church to help them follow.

7. When a parishioner wishes to speak from the pulpit on a Church matter, it should be short, otherwise let there be no homily.

8. Keep the weekly message inspirational. We come for spiritual growth. You do an excellent job at this. Asking for money should be secondary.  

9. If we have other things like Baptism and RCIA, shorten the homily.

10. Make the Daily Mass homilies shorter because people work

11. Sunday homilies should be shorter (3)

12. No sermons at 7am weekday Masses

13. Occasionally, offer some basic lessons in our faith (from the Catechism) as a refresher. Offer some recent insights from the Pope or other experts in the Church on the Church’s perspective on events

THE MASS:COMMUNION

1. I would like Communion at the back of the Church

2. Some people, for some reasons, won’t sit up front and won’t walk to the front and won’t accept communion from Deacon Bob. Some now leave just before the Communion. Find a way out. 

3. Do not have First Communion on Sunday. Last year, no one was allowed to receive Communion until after all the children and their families had received. This took forever and MANY people left Church before receiving Communion or before Mass was ended

4. Try everyone in center aisle pews to go to Communion up center aisle and only those seated in pews along outer walls near windows go up side aisle to receive.

5. I would like communion in the back again because some people do not like to go up front

THE MASS: OTHER CONCERNS
1. If possible celebrate a Latin Mass occasionally. 
2. Reserve pews for families of deceased persons honored at Mass

3. Announcements should come at the end of the Mass before final blessing. 

4. Stop Peace Sign during Flu season

5. We have to close the main doors during Mass to preserve heat in the Church. 

6. Let us have children’s participation more frequently. 

7. Sunday Mass at St. Ann’s should be changed to 8.00am

8. Later Sunday Morning Mass at St. Mary’s. Many of us drive 30-40 minutes to get there vs. 10 minutes for many St. Ann’s to St. Ann’s Mass. That means we leave home about 8.00am to get to Mass, earlier than we leave for school and work and Winter is awful – sand trucks aren’t out till after we leave Mass to go home.

9. Neglect of usher duty to close Church doors after people have exited.

10. Do better job on airing the Mass on Channel 99. It is off and on. Need to be more constant.

11. The TV Mass should be put in the Parish website too for one to click on demand.

12. What about having committees, who visit the sick, take communion to shut-ins, bring people to Mass?

13. All Saints Day returned to being a Holy Day of obligation, no more changes in Holy Days.

YOUTHS
1. More social activities; perhaps some dances and dinners to bring people together

2. Almost everything in the Parish is geared for the elderly. There is little to entice the young people of our Church. The Church needs the youths.  I suggest that we have two teenagers on the Parish Council. They could suggest and direct activities that young people enjoy. Some ideas could include a St. Ann’s Youth ……… team or Pizza Get-Together for teens. We used to have active successful Youth groups. We do not have them anymore. We need more young people participating in Church activities.

3. More options for young families to include young children in Liturgy and music. Have you noticed that it is hard to find a parking place on Sundays when there is a children’s Mass? Having these more often would probably get more people (parents) into Church. Perhaps something could be done for CDD students too. 

4. Get young adults (30’s – 40’s) more involved. Narrow speeches to subjects that this age group would be interested in and benefit from. Hold services in a public place eg. K of C, Club 57, etc.

5. Masse for children, where they read and lead, at least once a month. Can we have children’s choir?
6. Youth group, youth outreach for teens, youth ministry and education

SPIRITUAL EXCERCISES AND FAITH RELATED ISSUES
1. Have Benediction after Rosary on Sunday afternoon

2. At each Sunday Mass announce there is a Holy Rosary with Benediction as it was done for years

3. Possibly have a retreat each year.

4. Spiritual support for Parish Lay Apostolates; i.e. societies, Legion of Mary, 

a. More spiritual direction – both groups and individual. Ex. CusilloUltreya needs a Spiritual Director. More people would come if a priest, deacon, or sister were there.
5. Confession before 8.00am Mass on Saturday or another specific day during the week for confessions, in addition to Saturday, to allow for more options because of work.  (3) 

6. Have confessions before Mass – alternate between front and back.

7. Mission or retreat or one night gathering especially during Advent or Lent. 

8. Stations of the Cross weekly in Lent

9. Novenas

10. More awareness of Adoration,       

11. We need more chances to earn Plenary Indulgences besides just on Divine Mercy Sunday.

12. When people receive their certificates for Pre-Cana, I would like to see their names called out instead of just having them go up front to get their certificates.

13. Emphasize Sacramental Confession.Try starting extra collection for doors and heat-change

14. At least Deacon Bob should take over to fill in Fr. Schnacky’s radio show on …..on Sunday mornings

15. Sometime (may be once a year) it would be nice to have anointing of the sick in the Church for those of us who have chronic illnesses.

16. The sacraments to Hispanic ministry (Not clear)
17. We need adult education to learn more about our Faith. Fr. Pat used to do a few sessions. I learnt quite a bit from it.

18. People need to be asked to become involved one on one, face to face; other than bulletin and pulpit announcements.

19. Lecture series (like Fr. Pat did)

BOOSTING PARISH COMMUNITY LIFE
1. Small group studies, like “Renew”
2. One more weekend Mass at St. Mary’s (3), 

3. There should be better communication.  

a. Ex. Tell parishioners what decisions have been made concerning the Parish. Perhaps get their in-put. Ex. Parishioners did NOT know parking lot outside school was being removed. Do as was done when purchasing new doors. That was helpful. 

b. Also, alert parishioners about cemetery rules concerning flowers BEFORE removing the flowers from the tombstones for not carrying out the exact measurements for where the flowers can be placed.

4. Better co-operation and co-ordination of use of school facilities evenings and weekends, concerning sharing space

5. Fr. Schnacky’s charge for improper behavior should be dropped and he should be re-instated to his priestly duties and privileges. A lot of people are not convinced he is guilty and are not going to contribute to Bishop’s appeal in protest.

6. A lot of people left here when St. Ignatius was closed, anger and confusion regarding Fr. Schnacky’s condition, anger at “no job”, hardship, nothing to give to Church anymore. I think we could use a “Healing Mass” or two and by an outside priest “gifted” in that area.
7. Besides homilies, we need more opportunities to learn more about our faith, eg. Parish missions, Retreat, Days of Recollection, etc.; what about intergenerational learning experiences?

8. More transparency from the Diocese regarding finance

9. Would you publicize who is on the Finance Committee? 

10. I feel that photos that were taken a few years ago in order to publish an album should be completed and distributed. I think it would go a long way in helping the three parishes recognize each other and create a sense of belonging.

11. Announcements in the bulletin need to specify “St. Ann’s” or “St. Mary’s” ex. 

a. Notices for “all Eucharistic ministers” needs to specify which Church is meant. It should not be assumed everything is about St. Ann’s because St. Mary’s is not second-rate and an after-thought. It is a nice family atmosphere and a giant Church.

b. Another example: “Blood Pressure Clinic” should specify which Church; it is not after all masses on the listed weekend, only at St. Ann’s

12. We have too many flowers at Christmas and Easter. We save some flower money for the rest of the year. (2)

13. Get rid of all the Committees.

ST. ANN’S SCHOOL
1. Close the school. I feel the school is a financial drain on the Church. We can’t support both. It is not realistic to continue with the low enrolment. We can’t afford it.

2. There are those of us who feel strongly that it is not an option to discontinue the school. We feel that educating our children in the faith is one of our highest honors. It is not a burden. Certain people on the Finance Committee have been vocal about their desire to close the school because it would be financially beneficial to the Church. This pits “us vs. them” and is not good. Perhaps someone could come in and explain to parishioners the benefits we as a parish derive from the school (it is our lifeblood). Assure us that money we donate to school actually goes to the school. In the past, money I donated was “detoured” or offset by lower contributions from the parish. I found this deceitful and offensive.

CHURCH STRUCTURES AND FACILITY LOCATIONS
1. Build new rectory where previous rectory was located. 

2. Sell St. Ignatius Church and St. Ignatius rectory. (Easier said than done, but work at it.)

3. Where the former rectory was should have been made into a parking lot so people would have a place to park instead of grass.

4. We need another restroom. There is long waiting during Masses.

5. Priests need to live near St. Ann’s Church

6. At St. Mary’s in Rexville, the Blessed Sacrament is relegated to the back “cry room”.  Very few people upon entering the Church even acknowledge our Lord’s presence there. As a result, before and after Mass the Church proper is like a big bingo hall where people meet, greet and chat.  Move the tabernacle to the center of the altar, backwall. There is plenty of room as the sedilla could be moved to the right toward the baptismal font. When the move is made, another article should be placed in the bulletin regarding the reverence that is due the Blessed Sacrament.

7. With no parking outside Church Office, it is very inconvenient to carry items to school or get to Church Office for Mass cards, etc. Can’t say that I have ever seen an office without parking esp. for handicap and older adults. 
