Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 3/25/09
The Pastoral Council meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Clark at St. Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 PM
Present were:  Fr. Peter, Fran Tucker, Tom Harkenrider, Gary Mikolajczk, Margie Terry, Dave Crosby  James Flansburg, Patsy Hulse, Carolyn Kelly, Mark Clark, John Cain and Richard Barone.
Absent were: Doug Gilbert and Dave Watt 
Mark opened the meeting with a prayer by Thomas Merton
Minutes from the February meeting were approved.
There were no items for the Public Forum

Mark asked for committee reports.
Liturgy Committee

Margie Terry reviewed the Lenten services discussed at the February meeting. It was suggested that due to the large amount of people in attendance on Ash Wednesday (5:15 Mass) there needs to be more Eucharistic Ministers next year.  The Mass for members of the parish for 75 years or more (this includes members from St. Mary’s, St. Joachim’s, St. Ignatius and St.Ann’s) has been set for Saturday June 13th at 4:30 PM with a parish picnic to follow.  Margie updated the council that the Bereavement Committee is going well and parishioners are very appreciative.
Finance Committee
Gary Mikolajczk reported on the parish budget. He stated that contributions are up but not where they need to be. Money for the new radiators came out of the Capital Expense Fund rather than repairs. Gary stated the school budget for 2009 – 2010 was presented and the school needs enrollment of 125 students for next year. With the closing of St. James’ Day Care Program the school received several calls for registration for pre-school age children. Gary reported that there is going to be a retirement party for Sally Stuckey on October 11th at the Canisteo Legion.  More details to follow.
Social Committee
No report

School Report
Rick reported that there is going to be a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday April 5th from 9:30 to noon.  All proceeds go to the 8th grade trip to Boston. Also St Ann’s School will have a table at Expo 2009 on March 27th and 28th.
Pastor Report

Fr. Peter informed the council that he will be away from the parish from April 15th – April 29th. He will be returning to Africa to attend his sister’s funeral. Fr. Peter also expressed his concerns about the school budget.  He has contacted the Superintendent of Catholic Schools to look over the budget and see what needs to be done to keep the school running.
Constituency Report
It was brought to the attention of the council that parishioners are blocking the driveway to Byrne Dairy. It was recommended to put an announcement in the bulletin to encourage people to park in the parking lot and show more consideration for the Byrne Dairy drivers and Pizza Hut.
Old Business

· Mission Statement – Fran handed out a “rough draft” proposal for the parish mission statement.  It was suggested to use this as a starting place and at the April meeting we can make suggestions, changes and additions. (See below)
· Parish Picnic – Fran updated the council on information that she gathered from the last picnic and the information that she received from Doug. The council will seek volunteers to help with the event. More information will be shared at the April meeting and a date for the committee to meet will be set.
Fr. Peter closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:30PM
Next Meeting Date – Wednesday April 22nd in St Ann’s School meeting room at 7:00PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Tucker

Secretary
Our Lady of the Valley Parish is committed to meet the spiritual, educational and fellowship needs of its parish members through the teachings of Christ and the Catholic Church.  We strive to empower every parishioner to develop their full potential as Catholics in a changing world.  Our ultimate mission is to share our faith, reach out to others and spread the message of God.
