Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 1/29/09
The Pastoral Council meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Clark at St. Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:00 PM
Present were:  Fr. Peter, Fran Tucker, John Cain, Mark Clark, Gary Mikolajczk, Patsy Hulse, Margie Terry, Richard Barone, Doug Gilbert, Dave Watt, Dave Crosby and James Flansburg.
Absent were: Tom Harkenrider and Carolyn Kelly

Mark opened the meeting with “Our Lady of the Valley Prayer”
Minutes from the November meeting were approved.
There were no items for the Public Forum

 Mark asked for committee reports.
Liturgy Committee

Margie Terry reported that the Welcome Packet is done. She shared a copy of the booklet with the members of the council. 250 copies have been printed at a cost of $748. Margie reported that the Advent and Christmas services went well. She noted that there was some concern that there was no general absolution at the Penance Service. Margie also informed the council of the newly formed Bereavement Committee.  They had their first meeting on 1/12 to discuss procedures. New members are welcome to join.
Finance Committee
Gary Mikolajczk reported that they discussed the Parish and School budget. Due to the instability of the financial market it was decided to move some money into Money Market Funds where it would be safer. Gary also reported that the CMA has received $30,000 of its $52,000 goal and the extra collections for the heating bills have been well received. The parish is looking for an apartment for Sister Susan and Sister Conleth. The convent on Erie Ave is too big and they would like something smaller. Gary also reported that the finance committee discussed fund raisers.
School Update

Rick Barone shared folders with members of the council and reviewed a letter from Sister Margaret Mancuso, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. Her letter highlighted the strengths of St Ann School and all the wonderful things she observed during her visit. Rick reported that they have 6 new students enrolled and the target for next year is 120. (20 more than this year’s enrollment) He also reported that the recruitment efforts will focus at the Pre-K level.
Pastor Report

Fr. Peter thanked the Parish Council and all the committees that work so hard to keep the parish alive. Fr. Peter asked the council to look at ways to involve the young people to get involved with other aspects of church life. Fr. Peter also informed the council that he will return to Africa at the end of June for 6 weeks and he would like to take parishioners with him to do missionary work. If we know of anyone that would be interested they need to contact Fr. Peter.   The status of St Ignatius church was also discussed. Fr. Peter informed us that there are no longer any services at St. Ignatius Church.  Some items will be taken out and stored. This effort is to help cut down on heating and maintenance costs.  There will be a meeting on Feb. 12th to come up with ideas to best utilize the church.
Constituency Report
There was discussion concerning the cars parked in the lot at St. Joachim’s and who is plowing the lot during the winter.

The status of the Parish Directory was questioned.

Positive comments on how beautiful the two churches looked for Christmas
Old Business

· Mission Statement – Dave Watt volunteered to research Mission Statements and bring back information to February’s meeting. At that time the council hopes to write their mission statement
· Church Community – there was much discussion on how to get people to work together as a family community. Picnics, dinners and pancake breakfasts were discussed. The council will use the February meeting to come up with some solid plans for spring or summer.
· Stewardship Committee – James Flansburg has experience with “Stewardship” and would like to re-establish this committee.

Fr. Peter closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:48PM
Next Meeting Date – Wednesday February 25th in St Ann’s School meeting room at 7:00PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Tucker

Secretary
