Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes 2/25/09
The Pastoral Council meeting was called to order by Fran Tucker (acting chairperson in Mark’s absence) at St. Ann’s School Meeting Room at 7:06 PM
Present were:  Fr. Peter, Fran Tucker, Tom Harkenrider, Gary Mikolajczk, Margie Terry,  Doug Gilbert, Dave Watt, Dave Crosby and James Flansburg.
Absent were: Patsy Hulse, John Cain, Richard Barone, Mark Clark and Carolyn Kelly

Fran opened the meeting with “Our Lady of the Valley Prayer”
Minutes from the January meeting were approved.
There were no items for the Public Forum

Fran asked for committee reports.
Liturgy Committee

Margie Terry reported that the liturgy committee discussed the Lenten services including Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Reconciliation, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. 400 Black Books were purchased and put out at the churches for distribution. Margie also reported that John Bartell will be updating the parish website. The liturgy committee received a letter suggesting that the parish have a recognition Mass for anyone who has been a member of the parish for 75 years or more. (This will include members from St. Mary’s, St. Joachim’s, St. Ignatius and St.Ann’s) A tentative date was set for Saturday August 15th. The council thought that it was a great idea and encourages the liturgy committee to move forward.
Finance Committee
Gary Mikolajczk reported that there was no school budget report and they still need a financial statement for the cemetery budget. Gary stated that last month the parish was doing well in operation revenue.  There has been an increase in the Sunday offerings over the last 3 months. The parish is still looking for an apartment or smaller home for Sister Susan and Sister Conleth. Gary updated the council on the plans for St. Ignatius church. The ad hoc committee has until July 6th to come up with an estimated cost to renovate the church into a community center.  Gary also reported that the finance committee is planning a fund raiser. Raffle tickets will be sold after all the Masses each weekend for a $100 cash prize that will be drawn at the end of each month.
Social Committee
No report

Pastor Report

Fr. Peter asked the Parish Council to look at concrete activities to strengthen our parish community. There was much discussion on having a parish picnic after the 4:30 Mass on June 13th.( This date may also tie in with the recognition Mass – Margie will talk to members of the liturgy committee) Fran volunteered to contact Bill Piatt who chaired the last picnic for ideas and costs.  Doug volunteered to contact several parishioners concerning food, tents and entertainment.
Constituency Report
There was much discussion about the article in the February 22nd bulletin concerning St. Ignatius church. The article stated that it was going to be renovated into a parish center and the wording made it sound like the decision had been made.  Fr. Peter stated that he takes full responsibility for the confusion in the article. He was using the bulletin to share information and keep parishioners informed on the works of the ad hoc committee. No decision concerning the church has been made.  The church will need to find funding from “outside” sources. It must be self sustaining to keep it operational for the community.  The church is still on the market and if the parish receives an acceptable offer it will be sold. It was also noted that any decision concerning the church needs to be brought to the parish council for approval.
Old Business

· Mission Statement – Dave Watt gave members copies of “How to write a parish mission statement” and examples from other parishes. He asked members to come up with a draft for the next meeting and we will put everyone’s idea together to begin to design our mission statement. Jim will put a notice in the bulletin for input from parishioners.
· Stewardship Committee – Jim informed the council that the fist meeting of the stewardship committee will be on April 1st.  He has some interested parishioners but he is going to try and recruit more with a notice in the bulletin.
New Business
· Fr. Peter share information from Bishop Clark’s Building Fund letter. We’ve been 

asked to donate $2,100 this year. (Last year’s donation was $4,000) After much discussion Dave Watt made the motion to make the $2100 donation, seconded by Tom Harkenrider.  Motion approved.

· There was discussion on starting a “vocation fund” to help parishioners seeking a 

vocation. This item was tabled for further discussion next month.

· The parish council wishes to congratulate Mark Clark as he begins his studies to 
become a deacon and whishes him the best in this endeavor.

Fr. Peter closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:30PM
Next Meeting Date – Wednesday March 25th in St Ann’s School meeting room at 7:00PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Fran Tucker

Secretary
