Our Lady of the Valley

Pastoral Council Minutes

June 14, 2006

The Pastoral Council was called to order at 7:00PM at St. Ann’s Meeting Room on June 14,2006 by Chairman Mark Clark.

Present were: Patsy Hulse, James VanSkiver, Tom Harkenrider, John Cain, Fran Tucker, Margie Terry, Carolyn Kelley, Gary Mikolajczyk, Mark Clark, Joan Loree, Sr. Dolores Ann, Audrey Tilden, and John Buchko.

Absent were: Dianne Tricey Rokenbrod and Fr. Pat Van Durme

Sr. Dolores Ann led opening prayer.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as written.

There were no items for Open Forum.

Chairman Clark asked for reports.

Finance

Sr. Dolores Ann reported that the Title Funds have been approved.

Liturgy Committee

Margie Terry reported that the Liturgy Committee had discussed several items at their last meeting.  Among the items discussed was the distribution of The Holy Eucharist at the Sunday Liturgies.  After hearing her report the Council discussed the importance of the Parishioners receiving the Sacrament facing the altar.  Walking to the back of the Church is not acceptable.  Gary made the motion that if the Liturgy Committee does not come up with a suitable plan, in which the parishioners walk toward the altar to receive the Blessed Sacrament, the two pews should be removed from the center aisle and placed in the back of the Church.  Mark Clark seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by a unanimous vote.

Another issue that was discussed following her report was the training of the Ushers.  It is felt that this should be under the auspices of the Liturgy Committee.  It is important that the ushers be informed as to their duties before and during the Liturgy.  Margie was charged with bringing this item to the Liturgy Committee for discussion at their next meeting.

Sr. Jude Social Ministry

Audrey reported that the Social Committee attended the FBI presentation of Internet Safety at the Knights of Columbus in lieu of their regular meeting. It was a very worthwhile informative program.

Audrey also reported on the plan for Sr. Jude’s Give Away.  It will be held on August 7th,from 6 to 9 PM and August 8th, from 9 to 11 Am at the Knights.  There will be information in the Bulletin and also posters throughout the city. There will be a request for new underwear and socks.  Also workers are needed for set up and dispersal of the goods.

Audrey also reported on the requests she has had for help with electrical bills.  A discussion followed as to how Audrey disperses the funds for the requests.  The procedure that Audrey has been using is to visit the NYSEG Office and put a deposit on the bill.  If there are requests for other items such as diapers or food, a gift certificate is given for that purpose.  In this way no actual money is given and the certificate can only be used for the specific item that is requested.  A suggestion was made that Audrey visit Turning Point, a Catholic Charity Office and receive information on how to make sure that people requesting funds are really in need and not “Using the System”.

Audrey reported that she has received funds of $807.96 since her last report.

Constituency Report

The Parish Party was an outstanding success.  It was a great time for all and many favorable comments were heard.

The handicap ramp was also very well done and favorable comments were also heard. The railing on the handicap ramp on Erie Ave will be reinstalled.

Fr. Van Durme cannot always be heard in certain areas of the Church.  It is also difficult to see him, when he leaves the pulpit, and walks to the front of the altar to give his homily.

The Calendar Insert for the Bulletin at the beginning of the month was thought to be an excellent idea.

Census Report

Many cards have not been matched. Some difficulty with phoning the unregistered parishioners was voiced.  People who have Caller ID may not be answering because of the unidentified caller.  John Buchko suggested that if there is an answering service we leave a message asking the person called to return the call to the Parish Office. Some people who were called said that they looked for a Census card in the church but there weren’t any there.  John will make sure there are cards at the church with an envelope in which to place the filled out card.  Also, it was felt that the message concerning the importance of filling out a card could be placed on the Calendar insert each month. Again, John said he would take care of this.  Another announcement from Father might also help remind people to fill in a card. Members of the Council are asked to pick up the unmatched cards and do some phoning.

Update on Buildings and Phone Issues

As this is our last meeting before summer break, Chairman Clark wanted to make sure we have tied up all the loose ends.  

The problem with the phone line was once again discussed.  John Buchko had done a study on after hour telephone calls.  Every after hour call was recorded for 21 days. There were a total of 15 calls.  Five of the calls were on Saturday or Sunday.  Two were before 8AM during the workweek and five were after 5PM during the week. Two were hang-ups and one was a salesperson.  Most calls to the office concern Mass cards.  The office personnel offer to take the information over the phone and the money for the Mass stipend can be dropped in the collection basket. If the call concerns the Cemetery, the office will wait after hours to take care of the problem.  Anyone who cannot make it to the office because of work conflict can call and arrange a time suitable for them to meet with the office personnel about any issue.

John Cain suggested that the time of operation be added to the answering service message. John agreed to check to make sure this is recorded.  

The Phone number will be listed in the book for St. Ann’s Church in addition to Our Lady of the Valley.  This cannot be done until the new phone book is published.

An update on the buildings was given.  St. Joachim’s Parish House will be demolished.  John Cain will contact the Amish people to make a bid on this project.  LaForge Company has made one bid for $10,000.  The Groveland Prison Facility does Asbestos abatement and will remove the asbestos that is in the house.  The furnace will be removed for possible resale.  The garage will be left standing.

St. Joachim’s Hall—the process for the sale is ongoing.

The Rectory roof has a leak, which will be repaired. There is also an area by Fr. Pat’s room that will be repaired.  There is a problem with water in the basement of the School after a downpour that needs to be addressed.  The windows are near completion.  There is about $20,000 still need to pay for the refurbishing. The mold at St. Ignatius continues to be a problem.

An update was given on the rules and regulations concerning the Cemeteries. The cemeteries in Rexville and the committee that administered them have been combined with the cemeteries and the committee in the Hornell area. All parish cemeteries will now be combined under one Cemetery Committee. John Buchko said that an explanation of this would be in Sunday’s Bulletin. 

John Cain and Gary Mikolajczyk will continue for another term on our council.  Mark will contact Dianne about her continued service and he will also talk to Father about filling the slot at St. Joachim’s.

The meeting closed with prayer by Chairman Clark.

Our next meeting will be September13th at 7:00PM at St. Ann’s School. 

Respectively submitted,

Joan Loree

