Our Lady of the Valley 

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes for March 8, 2006


The Parish Council was called to order by Chairman Mark Clark at 7:00 PM at St. Joachim’s Hall on March 8,2006

Present were: Mark Clark, Joan Loree, Margie Terry, Gary Mikolajczyk, Carolyn Kelly, James Van Skiver, Patsy Hulse, Tom Harkenrider, John Cain, Fran Tucker, John Buchko, Audrey Tilden, Sr. Dolores Ann, and Fr. Patrick Van Durme. Absent was Dianne Trickey Rokenbrod.

Sr. Dolores Ann led the opening prayer.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as written.

There were no items for Open Forum.

Chairman Mark Clark asked for the reports.

Finance Council

Gary gave the report on the meeting that took place on March 1,2006.   The Finance Council will be present after the Masses on the weekends of March 25th and 26th, and April 1st and 2nd to discuss the electronic form for donating offerings.  There will also be inserts in the bulletin to educate the parishioners on this form for donations. The problem concerning members of our parish being incorrectly identified as non-affiliated members has been corrected and we will be receiving credit on their donations to the TGA Drive.

Liturgy Committee.

Margie Terry gave the report for the meeting that was held on February 26th.  Lenten preparations were discussed.  Also, the committee supported Fr. Pat in his decision to pursue the selling of St. Joachim’s Center.

The Liturgy Committee also voted to send the extra religious articles from St. Joachim’s and St. Ann’s to the parishes in Louisiana that were destroyed by Katrina.

Following the report the parish council members also gave their support to sending the extra religious articles to Louisiana.  Fr. Gus Wall will act as a liaison.    Fr.Pat will be talking to Dave Parmalee about transporting the goods.

Sr. Jude Ministry Committee

The group attended the first G.I.F.T.  Adult Education session in lieu of the scheduled February meeting.

Audrey reported that Partners in Faith had given the Sr. Jude Ministry a quarterly check in the amount of $300. Also the Souper Bowl collection that the Youth Group held raised approximately $1100.  The St. Pauly box has garnered another deposit for them in the amount of $183.

John Buchko explained to the council that Partners in Faith give quarterly checks in a number of different categories to our Parish.  Among the recipients are St. Ann’s School, the Cemeteries, Steuben County Rural Ministry, and also Repairs for Our Lady of the Valley.  The amounts of the checks are different for each entity and not always the same amount each quarter.

Constituency Report.

It was reported that some members of St. Mary’s were upset about not receiving Ashes.  They had incorrectly thought that Ashes would be given following Sunday Liturgy.  Fr. Pat explained why Ashes would not be given on a day other than Ash Wednesday.  He asked Margie to bring the matter to Liturgy Committee so that next year an appropriate service for St. Mary’s could be done on Ash Wednesday, or an evening liturgical service could perhaps be held on Ash Wednesday at St. Ann’s.

The quality of our P.A. system was also brought up as a concern of some of our parishioners.  Some people are having difficulty hearing the sermon.  After discussing this concern, the council decided that the Window project be completed before the new P.A. system be addressed.

A concern is also held that our savings are being depleted.  Fr. Pat said that our buildings are “bleeding” our savings.   There are too many facilities for our parish to maintain.  Cash resources fall because of the maintenance of the buildings.  The School and the Parish Staff are not draining our resources, the buildings are.  Father Pat again reiterated that the cost of the roof and the cost for refurbishing the windows were not taken from our savings.

Census Report

There were approximately 400 cards returned.  These cards have been matched to the existing cards.  There remains about 1100 cards that are not matched.  It was decided that one more push should be made at the weekend liturgy to have parishioners fill out the cards.  Some parishioners have been on vacation and have not been aware that a Census has been taken.  So, Father Pat will make one more “Push” to have parishioners fill out a card.  This will take place on Easter Sunday.  After that the council will have a work session to match the cards.  Following the work session, an investigation will be done to find those people who have moved or left the parish.

John Buchko told the members of the council that there is a Master List, which the Diocese uses for TGA requests, and Catholic Courier.  It is also the list used to send out envelopes.  This list was updated in January of 2005.  The PIP list is a parishioner profile list, which gives more information on the needs and interests of our parishioners.  When the Census is completed the Master List and the PIP list will become one list, which will be the main list used by Our Lady of the Valley.

Father Pat gave us an update on the progress being made in the decision to sell St. Joachim’s Hall.  Two appraisals are being made on the hall and the property.  When the appraisals are finished, Fr. Pat will be able to use that information in discussions with the Village of Canisteo.

A discussion was held on the renting of St. Ignatius Office and Loyola Hall to Kinship Family Services.  

After much discussion, Mark Clark made the motion that Our Lady of the Valley pursue and approve the renting of St. Ignatius Office and Loyola Hall to the Kinship Family Services except for the main floor of Loyola Hall.  Fran Tucker seconded the motion.  It was passed unanimously by the council.

Mark Clark made the motion that the rental agreement be for one year.  The rent per month will be based on the cost of utilities, the cost of insurance plus $200. The Kinship Family Services will be responsible for regular maintenance on the buildings.  The $200 per month will be placed in a parish fund for capital improvement for that facility. The Parish will be responsible for only major capital improvements.  James Van Skiver seconded the motion.  It was passed unanimously by the council.

Father Pat closed the meeting with prayer at 8:45 PM and asked the council to be aware that decisions will have to be made in the near future on the facilities of our parish.

Our next meeting will be April12th at 7:00PM.

Respectively submitted, 

Joan Loree

