Our Lady Of The Valley

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes for 12/14/05


Chairman Mark Clark called the Pastoral Council to order on December 14,2005 at 7PM at St. Joachim’s Parish Center. 

Present at the meeting were: Mark Clark, Gary Mikolajczyk, Dianne Trickey Rokenbrod, Carolyn Kelly, Tom Harkenrider, Patsy Hulse, James Van Skiver, John Buchko, Audrey Tilden, Sr. Dolores Ann Stein, Joan Loree and Fr. Pat Van Durme.  Absent were John Cain and Margie Terry. 

Opening prayer was led by Fr. Pat.

The minutes of the last meeting were approved.

There was no open forum.

The first item on our Agenda was a Constituency Report.  Chairman Clark explained that as the pastoral council members are supposed to represent the parishioners we should listen to their concerns and bring them before the council.  Therefore every meeting will have this item on its agenda. 

Concerns brought before the council were:

1. The phone system at St. Ann’s Rectory and the Business Office.  John Van Scooter “bounces” the phone in the morning.    He had been bouncing the phone so that it would ring into the business office at 7AM.  This caused a problem as the business office does not open until 8AM and therefore no one could get in touch with a priest during the 7 to 8 AM period.  This problem has been solved, as the phone will now be bounced so that it rings into the Business Office from 8 AM to 3:30 PM. 

2.There also seems to be a problem with the listing of the parish office in the phone book.  A former parishioner, having moved from the area could not get in touch with St. Ann’s business office as it is now listed as St. Ignatius.  The Rectory is listed as Our Lady of the Valley.  The former parishioner finally called St.Ann’s School and was given the phone number for the Business Office.  John Buchko will look into the phone listing to see how this problem can be addressed.

3. Some parishioners are still dissatisfied with the Mass Schedule on Sunday at St. Ann’s.  They want an earlier mass on Sunday.  The parishioners were given a chance to vote on the schedule of Masses.  The majority of those voting determined our schedule. 

Committee Reports

Liturgy Committee. Fr. Pat gave the report for Margie Terry who was excused due to a Family Situation.

The Liturgy Committee met on Nov. 30th.  They worked on the Welcome Packet for Our Lady of the Valley Parishioners.  Mary Ann Sullivan will chair a sub committee on development of the packet. 

Confirmation was held at St. Mary’s and was a very positive experience.  The social following the Confirmation was well attended and wonderfully received by all the parishioners.  Fr. Mulligan was very impressed and plans to return in two years when the Confirmation will again be held at St. Mary’s. 

Christmas decorations from St. Ignatius will be utilized this year at St. Ann’s.  The Crèche from St. Ignatius will be placed in the Marian Chapel.

Schedule of Masses for Christmas and Christmas Eve were also finalized. Christmas Eve Masses will be at the following times.  St. Ann’s—4:30PM and 10 PM.

St. Mary’s –8 PM.  Christmas Day –St. Ann’s –10 AM

Social Ministry.  Dianne gave the report.  The Social Ministry Committee will now be known as Sr. Jude’s Ministry.  There had been confusion with the name Social Ministry.  People did not know that the Social Ministry was different from the Steuben Rural Ministry.  

Audrey Tilden  will now be in charge of Sr. Jude’s Ministry.  

Dianne explained the Drop Off Boxes for clothing.  There are Drop Off Boxes, which look like small houses, outside St. Ann’s Church and St. Joachim’s Hall.

The boxes are under the ownership of St. Pauly, a New York State Company.  Shoes and clothing that are dropped in the boxes are bailed and sold to The Red Cross, The Salvation Army or other agencies, which give out clothing.  Sr. Jude’s Ministry and Steuben Rural Ministry will receive a portion of the proceeds gathered from the sale of the clothing.  Volunteers will make sure that the Boxes are kept ready so those clothes can be dropped in the openings and not left outside the box.

Audrey announced that the Christmas Baskets will be delivered on December 18th.  Helpers are needed. 

The Prison Ministry is expanding and looking to minister to the prisoners in Elmira.

Dianne asked we keep Cuba People in our prayers, as Castro is again being difficult.

Finance Committee.  Gary gave the report. 

St Ann’s School Bazaar made $4000.

Partners in Faith pledges that were made and are still unpaid were discussed.   Also, in January there will be a push towards Electronic Giving.

Donations for the Window Fund have exceeded $100,000.  The report will be given in the bulletin sometime at the beginning of the year. 

Fr. Pat discussed the Facility Master Plan.  John Lusk and his associates presented the plan for members of the various committees on Dec. 1st.  All in attendance were impressed by the plan.  All that attended from our council felt very positive toward the plan as presented.  Three areas were discussed.  The reconfiguration of the parking lot, which will provide about 60 spaces, the building of a Parish Center which would be attached to the back of the church and finding a solution for the rectory.

The plan was presented to the members of the standing committees in order to get feedback before presenting it to the parishioners at a Town Hall Meeting. 

Census    Much discussion was held on taking the census.  Mass mailing was discussed along with filling out the cards before Mass.  

The Census Card needs to be confirmed before any other procedures are decided upon.  Census Cards from various parishes were given to the members to study.  For our homework we are to study the card and come up with suggestions on what fields to enter and what changes and additions should be added.

In the discussion of fields that are present on the card, the information was given that Mary Ann Logan was investigating the possibility of presenting our own Sacramental Preparation for Matrimony.  She has been expanding the program for Baptism preparation.   Both Marriage and Baptismal Preparation are means for Evangelization and would be an added plus for our Parish.

All Committees will meet at St. Joachim’s Hall on Dec. 20th at 6 PM for a Christmas Party.  Pastoral Council will be in charge of Appetizers. 

The next meeting of the council will take place on January 11th at 7 PM

