Our Lady of the Valley Pastoral Council

Minutes February 8, 2006


Father Pat, acting for Mark Clark, called the Pastoral Council to order on Feb. 8th, 2006 at 7:10 PM at St Joachim’s Hall.

Father Pat led opening prayer.

Present for the meeting were: James Van Skiver, Patsy Hulse, Tom Harkenrider, Fran Tucker, John Cain, Dianne Trickey Rokenbrod, Margie Terry, Gary Mikolajczyk, Joan Loree, Audrey Tilden. Sr. Dolores Ann, and Father VanDurme. Absent were Mark Clark, excused due to family illness, and Carolyn Kelly.

Minutes of the last meeting were approved as written.

There were no items for Open Forum.

Father Pat announced that our Web Site’s address is OurLadyCV.org. 

Constituency Report

Census taken at Church the weekend of Feb.4th and 5th went well.  Very few remarks were made concerning the filling out of the card.  Parishioners on the whole seemed satisfied.

Committee Reports

Finance.

John Buchko gave the report.  He reported that  $105,000 has been contributed toward the restoration of the windows.  Ninety five percent of the windows in the Nave of the Church have been completed.  It was also reported that the Sacristy window closest to the origin of the fire was damaged in such a way that it cannot be restored.  It will be replaced with a different design and the cost will be covered by our Insurance.  It was also noted that the money that has been contributed towards the windows was not due to any major fundraiser.  It is truly wonderful that so many of our parishioners have given for this Restoration Project.  The $22,000 still needed will be raised through a fund raising project, perhaps a Golf Event.  There are four windows that are still open for a memorial donation.

There will be a push towards educating the parishioners on Electronic Giving. Our fiscal year is more than half way through and finances are about $50,000 in arrears.  Our target for Sunday donations was set at $10 per envelope, or $10,000 per Sunday.  We are not hitting that target.  This may be due to several reasons.  Utility bills, cost of fuel, Katrina, and the fact that Christmas was on a Sunday this year has led to lower contributions.  When we had changed the target amount per Sunday we had been consistently reaching $9.50 per parishioner.  Now it is down to about $8.50.  

Father pointed out that the school is doing very well in its fund raising.  The decrease in our finances is not due to staff or school cost.   Cash resources fall each year mainly due to the upkeep and maintenance of so many buildings.

The Finance Council is also looking into developing a packet to educate parishioners on Endowments.  This will inform parishioners on steps to take in leaving an endowment to Our Lady of the Valley.

Steuben Rural Ministry

It was reported that Sr. Susan is happy with her space.  She is paying the same rent and utility fee that she paid when renting her former premises.  Rent is $200 and utilities are $229 per month.  At the time she took over the former St. Joachim’s Church, it was decided that she would pay what she had been paying previously for rent and utilities and that in a year we would look at the cost of the utilities and adjust her rent as needed.  This will be done when the year cycle is finished.

Thanksgiving Appeal

The parish has reached about 60% of its goal.  It was discovered that there is a problem with the Rochester Diocese database. Many of our parishioners have been listed as unaffiliated members.  This means that their contributions have not been credited to our Parish.  Also, credit may not have been given to us last year when our four parishes became one.  We are guaranteed that the flawed Database will be addressed and we will receive full credit for the amount our parish has contributed. 

Liturgy Committee Report

Margie Terry gave the report. 

At the January meeting of the Liturgy Committee the Christmas Mass Schedule and Penance Services were reviewed.  It was reported that everything was satisfactory.  

The committee recommended that instead of a Christmas party next year an Epiphany party should be held.

Mary Ann Sullivan reported that a calendar is being assembled for the Welcome Package that is being developed.

The new Mass Schedule has proved to be favorable.

Holiday Masses will be at 9:00Am at St. Ann’s Church.  Memorial Day Mass will be held at 9:00 AM at St. Ann’s and St. Mary’s.

The Holy Day Mass Schedule will be as follows.  The Mass on the Eve of the Holy Day will be at 5:15 at St. Ann’s.  The Holy Day Mass schedule will be, 7:00 AM, 12:10 PM and 5:15 PM.

March 1st begins Lent.  On March 5th the Litany of the Saints will be sung for the gathering hymn.

The use of Latin for the Ordinaries of the Mass was discussed.  It was suggested that inserts be placed in the hymnals giving the English translation of the Latin. People do not understand what they are singing.

The distribution of Communion at the mass was also discussed.  Parishioners do not like to turn their back on the altar when receiving Communion.  Chairman Bill Loree came up with the solution to the problem.  By removing two pews in the center of the Church people could come forward from the back rows to receive communion.  The two rows, which are removed, could be placed in the rear of the church.   There are some problems in space and fronting the pews, but this was thought to be a great idea.

At the Liturgy meeting a motion was made, seconded and passed that St. Ignatius not reopen for 7:00 AM daily mass. It would remain open for weddings and funerals.

Much discussion on St. Ignatius and daily mass followed the report.  It was again pointed out that St. Ignatius was supposed to close for daily mass when the cluster plan was implemented.  Because of the fire at St. Ann’s the plan was not immediately implemented and due to a misinterpretation of the plan the Church remained open for daily mass.  

Due to fuel costs the 7:00 AM daily mass has been moved to St. Ann’s.  When it was relocated to St. Ann’s, Fr. Pat said he would be making an announcement as to whether it would reopen. 

It was noted that financially it has been better to have the morning mass at St. Ann’s.  Also, the number of people attending the daily mass has not been reduced in fact more people are now attending.

The people of St. Joachim’s feel that they have been wronged when they have lost their Church and St. Ignatius is opened daily.

Father said that he made the decision to relocate due to financial reasons and some questions on the mold problem.   The mold problem will be addressed.   He needs to make the decision and he will report to the people in March.

Sr. Jude’s Social Ministry.

Dianne Trickey Rokenbrod gave the report.

In her report she again noted that the prison ministry is now be given at Elmira.  It was suggested that Mary Ann and Chuck Flansburg do a bulletin announcement in which they can explain the ministry and how we as parishioners can become involved.  Dianne will contact Mary Ann to follow through with this suggestion. 

Joel Taylor is back from Cuba where he delivered medicine to the Dental Center.  Dianne and her husband are planning a trip to Cuba in September. They still have their license; it is good for another 9 to 10 months.  Castro is becoming more stringent, tightening the screws, as Dianne put it.  Maybe it will become more difficult to obtain a visitor’s license in the future.

The St. Pauly Box has garnered another $187.  This goes to our Social Ministry. 

The money that is collected for the Sr. Jude Ministry goes through the main office.   Audrey Tilden who is the Social Ministry Coordinator does not have charge of the money.  She writes checks on the account but the main office manages it. 

Father Pat announced that the Village Board of Canisteo voted to approach Our Lady of the Valley for the purchase of St. Joachim’s Hall.  Before the Hall can be sold all pertinent councils, i.e. Finance Council, Pastoral Council and Liturgy need to make a formal resolution that the building will be offered for sale.  Also two independent appraisals are needed.  The building may not be sold for less than the appraised value.  This information then will go to the Priest Council.

Information will be gathered before our next meeting. At this meeting we will make a decision about the formal resolution.

Fr. Pat is on the director’s board of Kinship Family Services.  This is a division of Catholic Charities of the Rochester Diocese. Kinship deals with the Abused children of our county, finding alternative housing, foster homes or adoption for the children.   The office is now located at the Medical Arts Building in North Hornell.  Because of the selling of The Medical Arts to Lowe’s, Kinship will need new office space.

Joe Wieder who is charge of the Kinship office approached Fr. Pat concerning the leasing of the St. Ignatius Rectory and Loyola Hall for Kinship offices.  They would pay $200 in rent and take over the upkeep and minor maintenance of the property.  Birthright would still hold an office there and the bathroom would still be available for our use.   The bathroom is needed during weddings and funerals at St Ignatius.

The downside to this would be moving our offices back to St. Ann’s Rectory. The Living Room at the rectory would be converted to offices.  The home of the priests would once again become the office.   The rectory does not have as much space as the offices at St. Ignatius.

The advantages would be financial.  The maintenance and upkeep of the buildings would not be a drain on our finances.   It would be a very easy and efficient way to decrease our expenditures, taking a building off our books. The building would be used for a Gospel Fulfilling Ministry. This would be mutually beneficial to Kinship and Our Lady of the Valley.

Fr. Pat said we should consider this proposal and be ready to make a decision next meeting.

Fr. Pat asked the council members to be available before mass this weekend to help collect Census Cards and answer questions concerning the cards.

The concern about Office Hours was discussed.  Fr. Pat said the Staff would discuss our concern.  Perhaps volunteers can be used to extend the hours that the office is open.

The meeting closed with prayer led by Fr. Pat at 9:30.

Our next meeting will be March 8th.

Respectively Submitted,

Joan Loree

