New Life in Christ


As we celebrated All Saint and All Souls this past week we remember all those who have gone before us.  Those in our families and loved ones are in our prayers.  I also try to remember all those people that have helped me along my journey of faith.  I think back to many Sisters of Saint Joseph that taught at St. Mary’s School in Dansville.  I also remember the many men and women who volunteered their time as Religious Education teachers and Youth Ministers in my parish and within the Diocese.  

The biggest influence in my faith journey was my parents, brothers and sisters.  I am blessed to have them all still alive but I know that all the good in my life and any Holiness has come to me through the examples of my family and I remember them as well.  I know that they learned from someone that came before them and so the line goes all through time back into the mists of the past and if I live as I am called will move forward long after I am dead and forgotten.
There is a great song that can be heard on Family Life Network – I do not know the title but the theme is that a man has a dream and is standing before the Gates of Heaven.  They are closed but then as they open he sees not God but someone else.  The person introduces himself as a child that the man had during a class that he taught.  As the dream continues he shown all through Heaven and is greeted all along the way by many people – all of whom he did not know – that he helped with his life.  The idea of the song is that we make it into Heaven and are welcomed there by all those that we touch – many that we do not even know.  

My favorite movie will be shown again this year starting around Thanksgiving – “It’s a Wonderful Life” with Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed.  It reminds all of us that what we see about our life may not be what others see.  When we see only difficulties or failures other may see us as an example and a hero.  I hope and pray that God will remember those that I tried to help when I come before Him.  I know that my failures in life may be seen in a different light when God says, “You messed up sometimes but you tried to help others.”  That may be enough.  
This weekend it may be a great time to stop and remember those that have touched our lives.  In small and large ways we are affected by those around us.  It is easy to remember and often very hard to forget those that have hurt us or done us wrong but what about those that have helped us along the path of faith and the journey of life?  This may be a time to remember those people and thank God for them – maybe even say thank you to them directly if they are still with us.  We may still have time to say thank you to a friend or a loved one for something that truly touched our heart.  
The love that we have for God is a great gift that was given to us first by someone in our life.  It is cultivated and grows through our efforts of faith and through Grace which comes to us feely from God.  Our love for God is a gift that we receive and must now give to others – because only when it is shared will it grow.  Like love it must be shared and seen to grow and stay healthy.  
I have two small gifts that I would like to share with the parish family.  The first is one that was given to me and is something that I open and read every once in a while.  It reminds me of the passion and commitment that I need to feel for God; that there is nothing more important than knowing God. The second is a special gift to the community because it comes from one of our own members.  A student at St. Ann School has recently won an essay contest put on through the Catholic Courier.  Students from throughout the Diocese of Rochester were asked to write an essay.  When you read this essay I think that, like me, you will be blessed and amazed by the hope and insight of a great young lady.  You may also think of the quote – “From the mouths of babes come the truths of life” and from the Gospels, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” (Mk 10:15)
On falling in Love with God

Nothing is more practical than finding God,

that is, than falling in love in a quite absolute, 

final way.

What you are in love with,

what seizes your imagination, 

will affect everything.

It will decide what will get you out of bed

in the morning,

what you will do with your evenings

how you spend your weekends,

what you read,

who you know,

what breaks your heart,

and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.

Fall in love

Stay in love

And it will decide everything

Fr. Pedro Arrupe, S.J.

Eternal Life in Heaven


Eternal life in Heaven, I think, will be paradise.  Not the paradise we think of here on Earth, but paradise where we no longer desire material possessions to make our lives full. We won’t long for nice gifts and we won’t feel the emotions that cause us to want them: jealousy, anger, and greed.  


We will witness God’s angels doing His work and we will learn to do His work as well. And although we will spend an eternity there, we will never grow tired or bored.  We will be content simply basking in God’s glorious presence forever.

Kaelyn Dessena

Grade 7, St. Ann School

Hornell, NY  14843

