Happy Easter

I went back and re-read the bulletins from past years and I have spoken in the past on this weekend about the Chrism Mass that is celebrated on Tuesday of Holy Week.  Prior to the activities of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, the whole of the Diocese of Rochester gathers with Bishop Clark to bless the oils that we will use for all our sacraments.  There are two personal highlights.  First is the celebration with all the people.  When we only pray and celebrate here within our own parish Family we lose the image of the universal nature of the church.  When you see and meet people from every corner of the Diocese you remember that we are not alone here in our little corner of the world – even if some would prefer to forget the Diocese and the outside.  My second highlight is always the renewal of our priestly vows with the Bishop.  I thank God that my vocation has always been strong.  There were certainly days when I was ready for bedtime and the end of the day but never have I thought I did not want to be a priest – I thank God for that.  Easter is a time when we think of new birth and new beginnings and opportunities.  I would like to point out a few that we are working on.

Fr. Peter Anglaaere


Fr. Peter came to visit me on Wednesday of this past week.  If you were listening to the radio at around 10:00 on KPQ 105 you would have heard Fr. Peter.  We talked for an hour and I gave him some thoughts and he had some questions.  The more I meet and talk to Fr. Peter the more I know that Our Lady of the Valley parish will be in good hands.  Tuesday night in Rochester at the Cathedral I “ran into” some people from Bath who were very vocal in their distress that “I” was “stealing” Fr. Peter from them.  He is well loved there.  I am certain that after a few weeks you will have the same feeling for him.  

Please keep him in your prayers.  I promised him that I would pray and that I would ask all of you to pray as well.  He is traveling home next week to Ghana.  (I miss spoke last weekend when I said he was from Uganda.)  His great-uncle has died, he was a Cardinal.  He will be there for a celebration of his life and ministry.  His uncle will be there as well, he is the local Bishop.  He will be back in the middle of April and we will meet again.  He will meet with the staff as well as sharing a meal with me and Frs. Kanka and Schnacky.  Being far from home can not be easy.  Please pray for him that as he travels he will be safe and that when he comes here to our parish family he will feel welcomed in Our Lady of the Valley parish.  

Front Yard of St. Ann School


Even though today is supposed to be the first day of spring – Thursday – it certainly does not feel it!  But our thoughts have gone towards summer and new growth.  The effort to determine what to do with what has become the front lawn of the school has begun.  With some discussion with the school staff and others we are centering in on some ideas.  We will make them known in the next few weeks.  Our hope is that a decision came be made so that some or the first steps can be started this summer.  We must wait to do anything of substance until after the school year is over. The safety of the children and their ability to get their work done is the first priority.  I am sure that there will be opportunities to support this effort along with the Capital Campaign.  
Energy is building at the YMCA


You have read about the new building campaign and expansion that has started at the Hornell Area YMCA.  This weekend when you come and go I hope that you take a moment to look at the display boards at the entrances to St. Ann church.  I have offered the space to the Y so that they can showcase the renderings to as many people as possible to see.  Some may ask, why have them in church?  We have to understand the intimate connection that we share with the YMCA.


Many people forget that the “C” in YMCA stands for Christian.  The long history of the connection of the Y and all Christian churches is important.  This connection is more evident than ever here in the Hornell area.  As a member of the board and working closely with Mark Morrissey the Executive Director and Dan Galatio the Program Director, both active parishioners, I have seen this connection.  Our Lady of the Valley is a member of the general Hornell area community and we all need to be active in supporting our community.  The Y is a service organization that works to build the whole community in positive ways.  Not just in the areas of health fitness but wellness in mind and body.

Many people will not know that this expansion is not just to the physical building but to the programs offered as well.  New areas for Music and Art development are part of this effort.  New programs will expand the Y beyond the normal offerings into new individual and outdoor activities.  This will open the Y to children and adults that have never shown an interest in the programs.  These exciting new areas are in addition to expansion in the program areas that we know and love.  New swimming pool and expanded gym and exercise areas are also on the horizon.  

As a parish family we are also very connected to the Y in that our children that attend St. Ann School use the facilities of the Y every week.  You may not know this but we utilize the Y as our provider of all the physical education programs.  I do not know of any children that from the very beginning of their schooling have open to them facilities and programs that are as extensive and exciting as those offered by the Hornell YMCA.  So when you support the Y you are also supporting our parish school.  This new expansion program will have a direct and on-going benefit for our school children.  

This effort takes the whole community and your help is needed.  Many have been asked to make a direct contribution and that is why the effort stands at over 3.3 Million dollars!  There have been some significant individual and family gifts that have been noted in the local papers.  Many individuals have made contributions as well.  Personally, I made a donation that will take a few years to fulfill.  I will be away and still supporting the local YMCA.  

When we speak of giving to the church supporting ministry and stewardship, I have always tried to point out that our gifts can be given to different programs.  I believe that we can give back to God when we support the Humane Society and St. James Hospital.  We give of our time when we give time to the Cancer Society or Faith in Action as well as our church and parish community.  I would hesitate greatly to make a distinction as one better than another.  We must all follow where our heart is and where God is calling us.  I hope that seeing the blessings we all receive as a community and the specific connection between the YMCA as both our neighbor in proximity but also as a partner in ministry, you will contact the Y.  Call Mark Morrissey 324-5520 and offer your time to go and talk to others.  Give a generous gift that will be a gift to a generation not yet born.  They will use the new and expanded YMCA long after we are all gone.  Give of your time as well as volunteers are needed to make this exciting opportunity come to fulfillment.  If it is the work of just a small group it will certainly fail and the whole community will be affected.  The whole community must join together to complete this effort and bring this exciting new facility to completion. 
There are many things growing in our parish and community.  Please keep these efforts and activities in your prayers and support them as best as you can.  Certainly, keep Fr. Peter in your prayers as he prepares to move and join the parish family.  May God bless us all as we celebrate this Holy Season of Easter.

