Palm Sunday and Holy Week

This Sunday begins a very important week for all Christians.  This week we remember our salvation and from whence it came.  It can be over whelming and I know that people are still working and dealing with school but I want to encourage you to take part is as much of the events of this week as possible with all your family.  For all of us this week requires an extra effort to keep ourselves focused on what is happening and not just let this week go by as just another one in a long line.  
Holy Thursday – March 20 Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00 pm at St. Ann.  This celebration is actually referred to as the “birthday of the priesthood.”  This is certainly the birth of our celebration of the Eucharist.  The church calls this sacrament, “the source and summit” as well as the “font from which all our sacraments flow.”  This is when we remember that Jesus Christ gave himself to us for all time.  When we genuflect when we come into a church or when we bless ourselves when we drive past a church, we do it because we know that Jesus Christ is present – real and entire, whole body and soul – in our tabernacles.  All this is celebrated in a special way this night because we remember that night long ago and thank Him for the gift of Himself that He offers on the cross but also the gift that we have in our world for all time.
Good Friday – March 21 The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Veneration of the Cross, 12:00 at St. Ann and 3:00 pm at St. Mary.  This is the only day of the year when we do not consecrate the Eucharist.  Today we will receive the body of Jesus but it will be from the night before.  This is because we remember that Jesus was taken prisoner and then crucified on a cross.  This is not a long ceremony but please stop into one of our churches that day to say thank you to Christ for the gift of salvation. OUR Youth Group will be doing the “Living Stations” – it was powerful last year and we can look forward to the same again this year
Holy Saturday – March 22 Easter Vigil, 8:00 pm at St. Ann.  Many people have stayed away from this liturgy because they feel it is “too long” and that is a shame for many reasons.  First and foremost it is an amazing celebration and beautiful.  It is the fullness of all that we do as a church day in and day out and every Sunday week in and week out.  We light the Easter fire and light our new Pascal Candles that are used for all Baptisms and Funerals throughout the year.  We use the oils that will be used to celebrate every sacrament all through the year.  We welcome our newest members with the Catechumens and Candidates.  It will certainly be over an hour but not the two or three hours like some think.  This service is not long.  It is full of everything that God gives us to build our family of faith.  
Easter Sunday – March 23 8:30 at St. Mary and 10:30 at St. Ann.  Our regular Sunday schedule and beautiful services that we have all come to enjoy and celebrate our faith in Christ.

I would ask one thing of everyone over this next week and especially at the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.  We all know that there will be a large number of people that only attend a few times a year.  Please welcome them home.  They are members of our parish family even if they are not here every week.  Please consider doing a few things to make it easier for them and to help them feel welcomed.  

Please move into the center of the pews when you arrive.  I know that everyone has “their place” where they always sit but please be considerate for those that do not have a “place.” Make room and welcome them into “your pew,” let them know they are always welcome in our parish family.  When we greet those around us at the start of the mass please take a moment to really say hello.  If you do not know them or recognize them then you can be fairly sure they are not “regulars.”  They will become regulars if help they feel like they have a place and are welcome in our parish churches.  Scripture says that we should ways welcome the stranger because many have done so and been in the presence of Angels and did not know it.

In our relationship with Jesus we must not be satisfied with words alone ... we must be personally involved in a close and deep relationship with Jesus. 
– Pope Benedict XVI, 4 October 2006
"Christianity is not an opinion nor does it consist of empty words. Christianity is Christ! It is a Person, a Living Person! To meet Jesus, to love him and make him loved: this is the Christian vocation. Mary was given to you to help you enter into a more authentic and more personal relationship with Jesus." 
– Pope John Paul II, 18th World Youth Day
In Follow the Way of Love, the US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on the Family, we are reminded that the family is our first community and the most “basic way the Lord gathers us, forms us and acts in the world.” and for that reason, the family is often called the domestic church.  Part of the work of families is to pass on faith, to educate children in what we Catholics believe, and to strengthen ourselves for our mission in the world.  Parents and Guardians are busy, overwhelmed by responsibilities, and perhaps unsure how to undertake the task of forming their children in faith.  Yet, studies indicate that children who have had a family faith experience grow to be adults who have a strong relationship with Jesus Christ and are committed to their faith as adults.  In addition, families that integrate their faith into their daily family life nurture children who do the same thing when they become adults. In other words, families that nurture faith grow disciples.
· Talk about God and how God is present in their lives.
· Pray.
· Talk about what they believe and why they believe it.
· Share how their faith informs their daily decisions and lives and how it impacts their opinions and positions on larger, societal issues.
· Discuss moral questions that they face and that society as a whole faces.
· Practice putting their faith into action as a function of their status as baptized people.
Holy Spirit, Loving Spirit of God, Spirit of Christ,

Touch our Hearts

Lead us, Guide us, Refresh us, Heal us, Forgive us,

Give us new life.

We make this prayer for ourselves and all the people of our Diocese

Be with us in these months with your life, your love and your encouragement.

Holy Spirit, Touch us, Be with us Always.

We pray, through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
