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Liturgy Committee Meeting

May 12, 2010 (5-15-10 Revision)

Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 7:00 PM in St. Ann School Meeting Room with the following members present: Bill, Loree, Chair; John Bartell, Secretary;   Mary Ann Sullivan, Bev. Gilbert, Margie Terry, Noreen Mahoney, Beth Ann Jacobs, Patty Peisher,  Barb Banko  and Bill Bishop.

1.
Prayer - Bill Loree opened the meeting with the Soldier’s Prayer .

2.
Roll Call - See above

3.
Approval of April 14th   Meeting Minutes - approved as presented. 
4.
Critique – First Holy Communion, Sunday, May 9th.

The event may best be described as mass chaos(described by some as a disaster!)  from beginning to end of Mass. The major issue/disaster was with the St. Ann’s 10:30 AM Mass.  (At St. Mary’s, Patty shared that Fr. Schnacky did forget to call her forward to introduce the two children and that both families came up at the same time during the Eucharist.)   Everyone agreed that there was little or no communication between those in charge of the event and priests/ushes, Eucharistic Ministers, etc. at St. Ann’s.   Mass began 10 minutes late and ended in a free for all at noon when Father Kanka made several attempts to dismiss 1st communicants and their families.(This was prior to final blessing which was never given)



At Communion time, 1st. communicants were asked individually to come forward with families, listen to some words from Father  and receive.   This meant one family at a time being served by one priest, Fr. Kanka.  This process took in excess of 20 minutes as the entire congregation remained standing and not permitted to receive.   By the end of that period when the rest of the congregation were allowed to receive, practically the entire back of the church was empty as people left in droves.  Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, etc. were totally in the dark as to how to proceed.   Apparently the 1st. Communicants were instructed by Mary Ann Logan to remain in their pews until the end of Mass.   However, Fr. Kanka told them to process down the middle aisle prior to the last blessing.  It was mass chaos from there.  


Noted by Beth Ann’s Jacobs, from her brother David whose son made his first Communion, the photographer, “hired” to take pictures after Mass, was VERY UNORGANIZED and David finally took over and started taking papers from families that wanted pictures and organized things.



There were many visitors to this Mass from outside our parish and community in attendance that day and comments have already been shared with members of the Liturgy Committee by such people as to the utter confusion, chaos, etc. that took place.



In summary, the entire event was most embarrassing to both parishioners and guests alike.



Liturgy Committee made the following suggestions for improvement in the future.  

1. Move the event to a Saturday as was done in previous years.
2. Never schedule event on Mother’s Day – this is a special sacrament and                                                                                                                                                                              the focus is on mothers that day. (too many conflicting activities)
3. In the event the pastor cannot be present, 1st. communion should be rescheduled to another date.
4.
Reserving of seats for communicants and families needs to be more consistent.  Some families were able to choose or reserve side pews for family members.  Other families weren’t given that option or told they could.  Very confusing to our parishioners who attended Mass and had to get up and move from side pews….this happened several times.  Another good reason to have First Communion as a separate Mass outside regular weekend Masses.
An event such as this should never be left for retired priests to           handle/administer.  (Event may have gone smoother if Deacon Bob were present)
5.
Chairman Bill recommended that the coordinator of sacraments, Mary Ann Logan, should work with our committee as liturgical matters are our focus.  He has agreed to call Mary Ann.
5.
July 24, 25, 26 – Triduum honoring Saints Ann, Joachim and Ignatius

The committee requests that an outside speaker be brought in for the event, even if it means paying them.  Triduum dates need to be changed to July 26, 27, and 28th  as weekend dates conflict with Gus Macker Basketball Tournament..   


Chairman Bill will discuss with Fr. Peter.  Beth Ann will contact both Father Pat and Deacon Bob for suggested speakers.  (Perhaps there is a diocesan speaker’s bureau) John Bartell suggested Father Schnacky with his special devotion to Mary.   The service might include Rosary, Novena Prayer to St. Ann, Sermon followed by Benediction of the most Blessed Sacrament,  also, kissing of the relic on the Feast of St. Ann – July 26th.  Care must be taken to include something on St. Ignatius during the Triduum.
6.
Parish picnic/Mass – Rexville   - event scheduled for August 29th  in Rexville.   Patty Peisher is in charge and will be contacting Father Peter regarding details.  Event will begin with Mass outside at 1 PM followed by a chicken barbeque.  Bingo will follow at 4 PM as a fund raiser for our parish.  Hibernians will be asked to help
7.
Missalette/Journey Songs – Bill Loree and John explained that they have done an exhaustive search on different liturgy aids—missals, hymnals, etc. and have finally arrived at something everyone likes.   If cost is a factor, we can get along with fewer copies in the future.  Of course,  revision of prayers, e.g. Gloria, Credo, etc. is on the horizon. 
8.
 Homilies/Preaching – Bill Loree talked about the need for improving preaching and read a Courier Journal Article on the subject. Bill feels we need to ask our people what matters to them and what they would suggest to improve homilies. Perhaps we can come up with a questionnaire that could be placed in a suggestion box, directed to and read by the liturgy committee.     Mary Ann and Barb volunteered to make a questionnaire


The subject of hearing in church and microphones came up for discussion.  John Bartell explained that he had recently replaced the cords on the portable Microphone.  However, it was noted that the microphone on the pulpit (ambo) was broken.   A replacement will be looked into but will be very expensive. 
9.
Bereavement Committee – According to Chair, Margie Terry, some problems with communication exists on weekends, especially three day weekends.   John Bartell is working with Audrey Tilden to help streamline the process.  This committee met on Monday, May 10th   John Bartell was in attendance.  Local funeral directors will be informed that John is Audrey’s substitute when she is away on weekends.  



It was noted that there is confusion on the part of funeral directors as to what is needed at a funeral mass. e.g. readings, etc.   Margie will have someone from the committee prepare a check sheet to be distributed to all area funeral directors.  


The committee will not meet again until September.

10.
Communion Distribution  - still some confusion as to where to stand (Eucharistic minister).   Only two cups needed for the wine.   Bill Piatt, please note!  Considerable discussion ensued.  Bill Loree will contact him.


The Liturgy Committee feels very strongly that another priest from the diocese should be brought down to say weekend liturgies in the absence of our pastor Fr. Peter during some  summer weekends and during the month of September.  It appears to be too stressful for our retired priests.
11.
Other – 

Margie noted that at the Saturday evening Mass, Fr. Kanka was very confused and forgot his prayers.  There was a long delay before both priests stood up to accept the gifts.   This is not a problem when Deacon Bob and Fr. Peter are present. 


Bev. feels there is lack of communication. For example, People thought Fr. Peter went to Germany for a vacation. Perhaps a complete explanation should appear in the bulletin to prevent rumors from circulating.


 It was noted that a new playground has been donated to St. Ann School.  This needs to be communicated to the parish via bulletin since some people will assume that it is associated with school improvements from money recently raised for the school. 
 
The committee hopes the playground will be secured with a fence.

Beth misses the pastor’s notes and so do other parishioners.    What is now appearing is material from the new catechism.   There is concern that two pages of the bulletin are dedicated to this material and is it costing the parish money??   Apparently, typesetting is the major cost to the parish.  Number of copies is taken care of by the advertisers??   John Bartell will check on this with NEW LIFE PRINTERS and report back.


Mary Ann enjoys using the parish website.


A Memorial Mass for Abbot Gibbs will be celebrated on Sunday, June 27th   at the 10:30 AM Mass.   More details later. 

Mary Ann commented that Joanne Daniels did a wonderful thing in the back Erie Ave. vestibule by having the painting restored and ugly bulletin boards taken down.  The cross from St. Ignatius has been placed on the wall along with a picture of the pope.  Bulletin boards will be moved to Elm St. entrance and cleaned up.

As of September 1st. Margie Terry will no longer be our liaison on the Parish Council as her term expires in June.   However, she will remain on the Liturgy Committee..

Bill Bishop mentioned that he is frustrated every Saturday night when he comes to Mass as cars are erratically parked in such a way that huge spaces are left open that might accommodate four or more cars. He has suggested to have someone contact the mayor and  have parking lines painted from the corner of Elm to Center St.  

Next Meeting – June 4th.


Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM followed by a closing prayer.



Respectfully submitted:


John R. Bartell, Secretary.
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