Our Lady of The Valley
Liturgy Committee Meeting

April 26, 2006

Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met on Wednesday, April 26th. , 2006 at 7:15 PM in St. Ann School Meeting Room with the following members present:  Bill Loree, Chair; John Bartell, Secretary; Audrey Tilden, Margie Terry,  Noreen Mahoney,  Barb Banko, Ann Marie Barillo, Mary Teresa Purtell, Bev. Gilbert, Ann Conklin and Beth Jacobs
1. An opening prayer was let by Chair, Bill Loree.  Beth Jacobs was welcomed as a new committee member.
2. Lenten/Easter Review:  What was good and not so good.    Considerable discussion ensued regarding the Holy Week Triduum with various comments voiced by everyone present.
· Palm Sunday—Several suggestions made regarding distribution of palms and processions.
Motion made by Beth Jacobs and carried by the committee that we all process with palms(ushers would hand out palms to each individual as they came into church) Apparently there was confusion between those who had palms and those that didn’t.
Mary Teresa Purtell suggested that on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, everyone bring in their old palms to be burned for ashes.
· Holy Thursday--Concern expressed over the missing flowers on the altar; also disappointment that the Blessed Sacrament was not reposed on side altar rather than Marian Chapel. (perhaps lack of flowers was an oversight.)  Concern over talking in church as Blessed Sacrament was not there.  Similar concerns were expressed by others in attendance.
· The following motions were made and carried by committee:
1. Barb Banko – Repose Blessed Sacrament on Side Altar (BVM)as had been our tradition.

2. Mary Teresa Purtell – restore ceremony involving stripping of the altar in presence of faithful.
3. Barb Banko – Restore Flowers and Candles on altar of repose to make it elegant.

4. Mary Teresa Purtell – Return to previously historical processional on Holy Thursday with children dressed up—carrying flowers, etc.
5. Bev. Gilbert – Recognize our priests during prayers of the faithful; also maybe staff could wash feet of priests –e.g. lay people first, priests second.

· Good Friday—liturgy and crowds were great at both St Ann and St. Mary Church.  More in attendance on Good Friday for service and Stations of the Cross than ever before in recent years—attributed in part to starting at noon rather than 1 PM at St. Ann Church.
· Holy Saturday Vigil – noted that church attendance was up considerably, even though it was vacation week for many.
· Easter Sunday Liturgies – well attended at St. Ann Church and packed at St. Mary’s.

· Pasta with the Pastor was also deemed a ‘success’ according to Audrey.

· SUGGESTION:  The publication titled “From Fear to Love” by Henri J. M. Nouwen should be passed out to people on Ash Wednesday.

· Motion made and carried to give Ash Wednesday participants a small wooden cross with no corpus as a reminder of sufferings of Christ and our commitment to "pick up our cross" and follow Him. 
3. Welcome Package Update: Mary Ann Sullivan  -- Mary Ann noted that     following information is included:
· Mass times

· Religious Education

· Rosary and Benediction

· Youth group

· St. Ann events—volunteers

· Perpetual Adoration

· Missions

· GIFT presentations

· Pastoral Council

· Social Ministry

· Finance Committee

· Liturgy Committee

· Stewardship Committee

· St. Ann School information

· Knights of Columbus events – Brothers Club—Financial Club
· Catholic Daughters

· St. James Auxiliary

· Italian/American Women

· Birthrite

· Interfaith Care Givers

· Parish Ministeries—i.e lecters, readers, ushers, altar servers, music, adult choir, children’s choir, youth choir, Resurrection Choir, Religious Education, Children’s Liturgy, Eucharistic Ministers to homebound.
· Map of locations

At the May 24th.  meeting, Mary Ann will come prepared with a mock-up of the package for committee to peruse and refine.
4. Training meeting date for lectors, readers, Eucharistic ministers, ushers, aaltar servers. – After considerable discussion, it was concluded, followed a motion made and passed, that training would occur in September.  Coordinators will meet and get back to Liturgy Committee by August.
5. All OLV Committees to meet as a group (like we did last year) for prayful purposes as well as goal setting.   The motion was made and carried that the  Liturgy Committee choice of time to meet with committees to establish our goals for the coming year would be during the month of October.
It was noted that a Parish Picnic would be held in the school yard, rectory lawn and Elm St. which would be closed off for the event following 4:30 PM Mass on June 10th. [Stewardship Committee]
It was also noted that the Pastoral Council conducted the Parish Census.

Also, the Liturgy Committee would be in charge of the goal setting meeting in October.
6. Oregon Press Music Issue and Today’s Missal will be ready to use on Sunday, June 11.  Plastic racks are being installed on the back of the pews to house these books as well as the hard cover “Journey Songs” Hymns.  Bill explained to the group that some problems exist with hymnal/missalettes not fitting the new plastic racks.
7.
Other.
· Discussion on use of more Marian hymns during month of May
· Reviewed Holy Day Mass Schedule

· Some committee members felt that two (2) collections on Sunday might bring in more revenue.

· Mary Teresa Purtell suggested that we should, on occasion, bring in outside priests for confession.

· Mary Ann Sullivan suggested that the Liturgy Committee get a Mass Card for Rita McCaig.  Reminder…bring money for this at the next meeting.

8. Next meeting: May 24th. In the Meeting Room at St. Ann School.


The meeting adjourned following a closing prayer (Grace Before Meals)  by Bill Loree  at 9:00 PM
Respectfully submitted:

John R Bartell, Secretary
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