Our Lady of The Valley
Liturgy Committee Meeting

November 8, 2006 

Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met on Wednesday, November 8, 2006   at 7:00 PM in St. Ann School Assembly Hall with the following members present:  Bill Loree, Chair; John Bartell, Secretary; Audrey Tilden, Margie Terry,  Noreen Mahoney,  Barb Banko, Ann Marie Barillo, Mary Ann Sullivan, Connie Shephard, Mary Teresa Purtell, Bev. Gilbert, Ann Conklin and Beth Jacobs.
1. Prayer - Father Pat led us in an opening prayer.

2. Roll Call – See above.
3. Approval of October of October 18th. Minutes. – Motion to accept by Barb Banko and seconded by Noreen Mahoney.

4. Discussion on October 18th. All Committee Meeting  -  very positive feedback from those present.  Annmarie Barillo commented on the Resurrection Choir and it was noted that the suggestion for this group actually originated with the Stewardship Committee – perhaps the group could be recognized in one of Fr. Pat’s bulletin columns.  Barb Banko recommended that Holy Days of Obligation might also be highlighted in that column, along with notice on the Mass intention page prior to the date.
5. Welcoming Packet Update – Mary Ann Sullivan noted that she had received quotes from two printers; one was $520 for 3000 copies from BOCES – unfolded. The other was $407 for 2000 copies from NEW LIFE PRINTERS - folded.  Another printer THE ALFRED SUN was mentioned as an additional possibility.  Meanwhile, Annmarie and Mary Ann offered to proof the document and send to Fr. Pat for the final polish.  The printer ready copy will be forwarded/mailed to committee members for further proofing and then sent on to the printer for publication.  The basic boiler plate will be good for twenty years.  A single sheet with current  personnel information and statistics, etc. will be inserted into the document and revised yearly.  Initial print run will be around 1000 copies  on cheap paper stock and hopefully distributed, along with the bulletin, around January 1, 2007.  

6. New Sound System – Father Pat reported that Bill Loree, John Bartell, John Buchko and he met with DCI staff, providers of the new system last Tuesday, October 31st. to ask questions and iron out details.  Final cost of the system will be around $45,000.00 (already paid for through donations).  Installation will start shortly and be completed by December 13th. in time for confirmation.  Father continued with a complete overview of the new system which includes special microphones for different individuals, ministeries, etc.  Also included are assisted hearing devices.
7. Updated Guidelines for Readers/Leaders –Annmarie announced that the new guidelines for readers had been emailed/sent to current readers.  At the same time, she announced that she was releasing the reigns to Beth  Jacobs.  
Father Pat was thanked for his help with developing this document.  The committee recommended that a statement be added to the current document—“Readers finding difficulty with pronunciation of words in a particular reading should call Beth Jacobs”. 
Father Pat inquired as to the possibility of developing guidelines for altar servers, ushers and greeters.  After some discussion, Beth and Ann Marie agreed to assemble the documents following input from the above groups to be provided as follows:  Altar Servers – Hannah Mikolajczk,  Ushers -- Angelo Daniels – Ushers and Greeters - Bev. Gilbert.  

8. Color Coding on the Hymn Board –John Bartell made colored card stock to go before hymn numbers  e.g. Red-music issue; Blue-Journey Songs.  Father Pat suggested that White Letters on a dark background such “J” and “M” be made on strips to precede hymn numbers because starting in December, the Music Issue color changes yearly.  John to investigate.

9.  Advent – a review and update of plans agreed to at the Sept. 27th. Meeting.   

--Plans for Advent
 –Events and procedures last year were favorably received and will be repeated this year: 

1)  Advent candles will be the same at St. Ann(s.  St. Mary(s will replace last       year(s table with a refurbished wreath arrangement from St. Ignatius  to allow better visibility.

2)  During Advent the family or group that will light the appropriate candle will be a part of the procession to open the Mass.  N.B.  Bev. Gilbert in charge of asking families for St. Ann’s and Patty Peisher for St. Mary’s.
3)  There will be a special hymn for the lighting of the Advent candle.

4)  On the 4th Sunday there will be a special blessing for all families expecting an imminent birth.

5) Group Penance Services: 
Dec. 9th after 4:30 PM Mass at St. Ann

Dec. 10th after 8:30 AM Mass at St. Mary

Dec. 17th 7 to 8:30 PM St. Ann Youth Group

Dec. 21st 7 to 8 PM St. Ann

6) Private Confessions:
Dec. 23rd  3:30 to 4:30 PM at St. Ann

By Request at St. Mary

--  Plans for Christmas
Since the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Christmas Eve, there may be some scheduling challenges and confusion.  Parishioners will need adequate and timely information.

1) Creche - Set up in Marian Chapel using figures from St. Ignatius as we did last year.  There should be something posted to remind people to (step down( on leaving the Chapel.

2) Seating - Extra chairs will be set up following last year(s procedures.

3) Altar flowers - Timing for placement must be worked out with Doug G.  

Schedule for Christmas Masses
Saturday, Dec. 23rd
 - 4:30 PM at St. Ann

Sunday, Dec. 24th
- 8:30 AM and 8:00 PM at St. Mary

10:30 AM and 4:30 PM and 10:00 PM at St. Ann

Monday, Dec. 25th
- 10:30 AM at St. Ann

10. Other – Fr. Pat announced that Annette Mills would be retiring from playing the organ/piano at St. Mary Church.  Ed Karns and Dan Racalto will continue their roles as musician and Cantor respectively. Backup personnel will be solicited.
Christmas Party—An all committee Christmas dinner dish to pass  party was scheduled for December 13th at 6:30 PM in the school.   The parish will provide the beverages. 
The next meeting will be held at 7 PM on January 9, 2007 in the Meeting Room at St. Ann School. Father Pat closed the meeting with a prayer.
The meeting adjourned following a closing prayer led by Father Pat.

Respectfully submitted

John R. Bartell, Secretary

John R Bartell, Secretary
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