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      Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met Wednesday, January 9, 2008   

at  7:00 PM in St. Ann School Meeting Room with the following members present:  Bill Loree, 
Chair; John Bartell, Secretary;  Noreen Mahoney, Mary Teresa (Myrt) Purtell, Mary Ann 
Sullivan, Bev. Gilbert,  Margie Terry, Beth Jacobs and Connie Shephard.
1. Prayer – Bill Loree called the meeting to order and led us in an Opening Prayer.(Our Lady of the Valley Parish Prayer)
2. Roll Call – See above.

3. Approval of December 12th  – approved as presented.

4. Advent & Christmas 2007 Review – Advent----Bev. Gilbert noted how difficult it was to secure families to light the Advent Wreath.  General Consensus of members present—Advent wreath design was very beautiful.  Also noted, the “Blue Book” was very much accepted and appreciated.  Christmas—concern by Doug Gilbert –someone removed bows from the big candles – he is very hurt by this as three hours were spent decorating the church according to a specific plan.  They are very expensive and he would like to have them back!  Also concern over the unplugging of the timer to decorations along the choir loft railing.   (This has been brought to Fr. Pat’s attention)   Overall consensus—church was gorgeous!  The 4:30 Christmas eve Mass was packed and good crowds were in attendance at the other two Masses.   Suggestions for 2008 -- The committee would like to see more involvement of people (children)  carrying candles, singing, etc. at the family Mass.  Penance services were okay.  Service held after Saturday 4:30 Mass was very well attended.
5. Saturday, Feb. 2nd. Feast of The Presentation – leave crèche up until this feast.
6. Sunday – Feb 3rd  - St. Blaise – Blessing of the Throats – committee recommendation – bless throats on both Saturday and Sunday at Masses.
7. Ash Wednesday – Feb. 6th  - Masses with distribution of Ashes at the following times:  7 AM; 12:10 PM; and 5:15 PM   Reminder to Father Pat—Ask people to bring last year’s Palms to church for burning. (Two weeks before Ash Wednesday)
8. Holy Week – March 16-22 – to be discussed at February Liturgy meeting.

9. Easter Sunday – March 23rd
10. The Little Black Book – order again for this year!

11. Paschal Mission handouts –(Liturgy Training publication)  Bill passed around samples – committee consensus – purchase and put as bulletin insert the sheet corresponding to each week of Lent.

12. Suggestions for Lent – Remind Father to cover statues towards end of Lent . e.g. Passion Sunday, etc.
13. “Breaking Bread”/”Journey Songs” – numbering on hymn board.   Bill explained why numbers from both publications are posted for each hymn.  Beth Jacobs has engaged Mark Hall to come up with a new, more slender form of numbers to accommodate the hymn board.   Members of the committee will soon review samples to see which ones are more visible from the back of church..   A suggestion was made to have the leader announce numbers from both Breaking Bread and Journey Songs.  Since they announce from the ambo, the book might be displayed as the hymn number is announced.
14. Other – committee feels that usher decorum/attire not acceptable.   This was discussed at length.  Names of Readers, leaders, ushers, choir members (both Resurrection and Sunday) should be recognized occasionally, both from the pulpit and in the Sunday Bulletin.
15. Closing Prayer – Bill led us in a closing prayer.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM

Respectfully submitted:

John R. Bartell, Secretary





