Our Lady of The Valley(Revised)
Liturgy Committee Meeting

January 10, 2007 

Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met on Wednesday, January 10, 2007  at 7:00 PM in St. Ann School Meeting Room  with the following members present:  Bill Loree, Chair; John Bartell, Secretary; Father Patrick VanDurme,  Margie Terry,  Noreen Mahoney,  Mary Ann Sullivan, Connie Shephard, Mary Teresa Purtell, Bev. Gilbert, Ann Conklin and Beth Jacobs.
1. Prayer – Bill Loree read us an opening prayer.

2. Roll Call – See above.
3. Approval of November 8, 2006 Minutes. – Motion made and accepted to approve minutes as presented. 
4. December 13 Christmas party – comments  -  after much discussion, there was  unanimous sentiment to have the party at a restaurant after the holidays as party on Dec. 13th was poorly attended (too much going on at that time of year). Bill Loree  suggested an Epiphany party.  It was noted that this suggestion was made in last January’s meeting minutes. 
5. Advent comments: Candle/garland display versus wreath—Jesse Tree-ornament symbolizing events preceding the birth of Christ-family made the ornament and brought it to the tree; i.e. Noah’s Ark, etc. Welcoming Packet Update – discussion included fact that some individuals were not happy with advent wreath this year, e.g. candles were too dark, etc.  Perhaps we could have a tree in addition to the wreath.  Bill suggested a Jesse Tree decorated with ornaments.  Have kids make appropriate Old Testament ornaments and place them on the tree.  The committee to explore the idea further.
6. Christmas Decorations comments -  overall comments included the fact that the altar looked the best ever; a real tribute to Doug and his hard work.  There was some feeling that there were too many bows on the poinsettias. Others felt that the bows around plants were appropriate but too many around the candles.  
7. New Sound System – General consensus – new system A-okay…   However, some parishioners that have traditionally slept during Mass are now awake and don’t like it. DCI technician, Andy Cross returned last week to fine tune the system, especially sound equipment located in the Choir Loft.  He/they will return next December to make any necessary adjusts to equipment.   Father requested that committee members make parishioners aware of hearing assistance aids availability.

8. Welcome Package Update  -- Mary Ann Sullivan reported that she and Annmarie Barillo had summarized and made the package more orderly.  They would like to add pictures from various parish groups; i.e. staff, choir, etc. and then make layouts.   The next move would be for Father Pat to review the document and return to Mary Ann.
9. Ordinary Time  -- has begun and ends February 20th   Bill Loree read from the SOURCE BOOK (copies for the library to be ordered by Audrey Tilden) .  He emphasized that Ordinary time is NOT Ordinary by any means.   Father noted that the word “Ordo” means ‘list’ and this period of time is still special.  Bill and others requested that Father Pat sing parts of the Mass – e.g. Opening prayer, Prayers of the faithful, Preface responses, etc. starting in Ordinary Time.  He agreed to do this starting with the Easter Triduum.  
10. Feb. 2nd  - Feast of Presentation – Blessing of Candles  -(Better known as Ground Hog Day)- DID FATHER COMMENT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ON THIS?????
11. Feb. 3rd  - St. Blaise – Blessing of Throats – to be done after the weekend Masses.
12. Lent begins Feb. 21st /Easter is April 8th 

13. “The Little Black Book”  - which contains daily reflections during Lent.  500 copies will be ordered at a cost of $.90/book.  These will be made available to parishioners at a suggested cost of $2.00.  Envelopes for this purpose will be obtained and Beth Jacobs will personally make and paste labels for them indicating “Little Black Book”  --Lenten Reflections –suggested donation--$2.00---please place in collection.
14. Suggestions for Lent  -- Remind Father Pat two weeks before Ash Wednesday to ask people to bring last year’s Palms to church for burning.  Holy Week Liturgies will be discussed at the next meeting – February 14th Valentine’s Day.
15. Other – Who brings up the gifts??? – Margie Terry expressed concern for process.  It was noted that around 90% of the time, ushers seek out family members for whom the Mass intention is for to bring up the gifts.  It was noted that sometimes the process fails and people are hurt and feel left out.   Overall, the group noted positive improvement among usher responsibilities in the past few months.   Father Pat noted that ‘Usher guidelines are in the making’.      RESPONSE TO TOWN HALL MEETINGS—overall feeling of the group—a good experience sharing with folks.  However, some felt that more information on costs of replacement/tearing down the rectory should have been available.  Father explained that during the recent holiday time, contractors were not available for detailed assessments. The Liturgy Committee did discuss at length the rectory recommendation.  Father explained that the next step in the process would be to bring the Ad Hoc committee’s work/recommendations to the standing committees for their assessment.

The Liturgy Committee went on record as follows with regard to the Ad Hoc Committee’s Plan.  Recommendation #1 – 11 out of 11 voting members – YES and one person voiced some concern that more research into other uses may be necessary.  Recommendation #2 – 9 out of 11 voting members – YES.  Recommendation #3 – 11 out of 11 voting members – YES.  Father then went in detail to explain the process following committee response.
16. Closing Prayer – led by Father Pat
17 .Next Meeting  - February 14th  Valentine’s Day 
The meeting adjourned around 9:15 PM
Respectfully submitted

John R. Bartell, Secretary
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