 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Lady of the Valley

Liturgy Committee Meeting

November 12, 2008


      Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy Committee met Wednesday, November 12, 2008 

at  7:00 PM in St. Ann School Meeting Room with the following members present:  Bill Loree, 

Chair; John Bartell, Secretary; Father Peter Anglaaere,   Noreen Mahoney,  Mary Ann Sullivan, Bev. Gilbert, Barb Banko, Margie Terry, Beth Jacobs and Annmarie Barillo

1. Prayer – Father Peter  called the meeting to order and led us in an Opening Prayer  - Our Lady of the Valley Parish Prayer. 

1. Roll Call – See above.

2. Approval of October 15th. Minutes – approved as presented.

3. Comments Regarding the October 17th. Meeting with other committees.   Everyone pleased with the meeting overall. Cheers to Fr. Peter for bringing in refreshments. Liked round table setting.  Our group pleased that Buildings and Grounds Committee had been formed and were already into activities.  Everyone enjoyed hearing from Donna Mehlenbacher concerning Turning Stone.  (Fr. Peter passed out brochure concerning its activities). There seems to be confusion as to services performed by Sister Jude Ministry, Audry Tilden’s Ministry, Turning Point and Sister Susan’s Ministry.  Father Peter asked to make explanation/clarification by way of the church bulletin.

4. Update on the Welcome Packet  - Beth Jacobs indicated that packet will be going to Finance Committee next Wednesday for approval.

5. Update on hymn board numerals - Beth Jacobs gave a short historical perspective on new laminated numbers.  There are 15 copies of each number and currently some are too short and others too long.   Short ones will be separated by John Bartell this weekend and replacements will be obtained.

6. Reminder that “Today’s Missal” and “Music Issue” will be replacing “Breaking Bread” on November 30th.(1st. Sun. In Advent)- Bill and John mentioned that three copies of both missalettes, music issues and Journey Songs Hymnals would be in place in the main body of the church with two issues in the side pews.  Covers will NOT be used..   Missalettes, etc. will be changed on Saturday, November 29th. Starting at 9 AM.   Following individuals agreed to help with the change: John and Nancy Bartell, Bill & Joan Loree, Margie Terry, Maryann Sullivan and Beth Ann Jacobs.  John will call each and remind them!   

7. “Blue Book” for Advent: - 500 will be ordered today, November 13th.  Bill will request that Sally call in the order.

8. Plans for Advent: (Group feels that a representative from St. Mary should attend our committee meeting when plans are made for events like Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.)



A. Advent Candles - Both St. Ann and St. Mary will use the Advent Wreath like 

last year.

B. During Advent the family or group that will light the appropriate candle will be part of the procession to open the Mass.  Bev. Gilbert will again coordinate this effort.

C. There will be a special hymn for the lighting of the Advent candle.  Bill and John to coordinate.

D. On the 4th Sunday there will be a special blessing for all families expecting an imminent birth.



E. Group Penance Services:




Sunday, December 7th after 8:30 AM Mass at St. Mary




Saturday, December 13th. After 4:30 PM Mass at St. Ann




Sunday, December 14th. 7:00 to 8:30 PM - St. Ann




Thursday, December 18th.  7:00 to 8:30 PM - St. Ann




PRIVATE CONFESSIONS: by request at St. Mary

9. Plans for Christmas:


A. Masses:


Wednesday, December 24th. - 4:30 PM - St. Ann


Wednesday, December 24th. - 8:00 PM - St. Mary


Wednesday, December 24th. - 10:00 PM - St. Ann 


Thursday, December 25th. - 10:30 AM - St. Ann


B. Doug Gilbert to decorate St. Ann Church.  Regarding St. Mary, Bill will call Annette Mills and Patty Peisher regarding their decorations.
C. St. Ann Nativity figurines to be set up in the Crucifixion Chapel - Bill will contact John VanScoter regarding set-up
D. Seating: extra chairs needed for Christmas Eve at St. Ann - Back row of church chairs need to be secured!

10. Update on picture book of parishioners - Father Peter indicated the sign up was good so far.  Olin Mills will be giving a reminder call to those who signed up.  Its not too late to sign up.

11. Eucharistic Ministers  - It was noted that a parishioner commented regarding lack of reverence on part of ministers as they return to their pews.  Explanation given as to why this happens; e.g. Eucharistic distribution to handicapped at side and back of church. 

12. Honoring Deceased Members of OLV - Bill read letters from St. Theodores in Gates and Immaculate Conception in Wellsville regarding how this is done in their parishes.  The committee was highly in favor of such an activity to be held next November at OLV.  Bill Bishop and Noreen Mahoney volunteered to look into the matter and report back at our September 2009 meeting.

13. Training of Altar Servers  - Beth Jacobs expressed her concern regarding variations in training and confusion on the part of Altar Servers.  Fr. Peter indicated that the Liturgy Committee would be in charge of training servers and would include himself, Beth Ann Jacobs, Bill Bishop and Hannah Mik.

14. Comments from Father Peter  - Father went into detail regarding three items”

A. Possible Daily Mass in Perpetual Adoration Chapel - to save energy during the winter months. Father noted that there was adequate space in the chapel to accommodate the 30+ individuals that attend daily Mass  After comments were made by Bill Loree, the motion was made by Bev. Gilbert, seconded by Barb Banko and passed by the committee to hold daily Masses in the chapel starting December 1st.    Daily Mass would return to church in Lent. Another motion was made by Barb Banko, seconded by Bev. Gilbert and passed by the committee to publish the gas bill in the church bulletin AND take up a special HEAT COLLECTION once a month.  John Bartell explained that the boiler has to come on at least two hours prior to Mass to bring the church temperature from 55 up to 63 degrees.  Currently this happens twice a day.

B. Statue Move: - Father Peter noted that a petition was being circulated regarding placement of statues at St. Ann Church.  Bill Loree read from a church document that indicated statues were okay in the body of the church outside of the altar area provided there not be proliferation of such.  Discussion took place as to the possible placement of these statues such as St. Joseph, Our Lady of The Rosary, St. Patrick and St. Theresa of the Little Flower, etc.  Father Peter requested that a pictorial diagram be made as to suggested places for these statues and brought to the next meeting.   John Bartell will provide a picture of St. Ann’s and former placement of statuary.

C. Greeting Before Mass  - Father has received complaints regarding this activity. Apparently some like the gesture also.  The committee felt that there should be greater explanation from the pulpit when such activities are to be implemented.

15. Other----

Bill Bishop has concern with the inconsistency of talks to the family of the bereaved.  He feels we need a protocol for this activity - e.g. picking out readings, music selections, readers, etc.  Members of the committee agreed to help with this activity following some training.  Father Peter also wants to be involved.

Bill Bishop offered to sing in the choir if we had one on Saturday evening.  Bill Loree and John Bartell will investigate
Bill Loree read at length, an article written by Dolores Curran entitled “ And God Said....Lighten Up”   This was written some years ago ~1979 in the Daily Messenger.

16. Next meeting - December 10th. 

17. Closing Prayer and Blessing at
 9:06 PM by  Father Peter

Respectfully submitted:

John R. Bartell, Secretary

