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Liturgy Committee(all Committees) Meeting

June 15, 2011

Our Lady of the Valley Liturgy  and other Standing Parish Committees met on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 at 7:00 PM in the Pine Room/Cafeteria at St. Ann School with the following individuals  present: Representing Liturgy were Bill Loree, Margie Terry, also Bereavement and Cemetery Committees;  Barb Banko and  John Bartell.  Representing Parish Committees and staff were  Father Peter Anglaaere, Pastor; Father Paulinus Okpala, Associate Pastor;  Donna Haraty, Business Manager, David Crosby, Parish Council; Lisa Sexsmith, Finance;  Lisa Dirlam,  School Principal;  Jim Locker, Finance Committee & Trustee; Gary Mikolajczyk, Finance;  Sandy Bishop, Finance; Mary Ann  Flansburg, Special Ministry;  Sister Dolores Ann Stein, Finance;  Marianne Logan, Staff and Liturgy; Steve McManus, Social Justice; Joanne Clark, Finance; Audrey Tilden, Social Ministry; Carolyn Kelly, Parish Council;  Dave Parmley, Parish Council and Hector Hoyos, Parish Council.   
1.
Prayer – Father Peter  opened the meeting with a prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
2.
Call to order/Introduction of Committees - - See above

3.
Committee Reports



Parish Council – Dave Crosby, President, explained that they focused on school issues, the survey of parishioners, joint meetings with Finance, ways to develop fellowship among parishioners, try to draw back some parishioners to the parish.   They are looking for new members to fill expired terms of former members.


Liturgy Committee – Bill Loree, Chair, reported that the committee has 14 members and meets regularly on the 2nd. Wednesday of the month through June.  This past year, a long time member, Mary Ann Sullivan, passed away.  Also, due to circumstances beyond our control, the committee  did not meet every month.  The committee did achieve most of the goals that were set.  They included reinstatement of the July Triduum honoring Saints Ann, Ignatius, Joachim and Mary.  The Parish Picnic/Mass was held in Rexville.  A Memorial Mass was held November 8th   The idea of a questionnaire asking for input from parishioners regarding Liturgy to promote fellowship came from the Liturgy Committee and was picked up and expanded by the Parish Council to include many topics related to the overall operation of our parish.  Plans were made to hold a Lenten retreat.  However, the priest who was coming to Hornell to do it became ill and couldn’t make the trip.   The blue books for Advent and the black ones for Lent were made available as they continue to be a favorite with parishioners. The Bereavement committee is an active group that meets regularly and continues to do an excellent job for families during their time of need.  The committee plays an active role in planning for Advent, Christmas, lent and Easter.  Many from this group help the Gilberts decorate the churches at Christmas.  They also take responsibility in getting families to light the Advent candles and process with oils on Holy Thursday as well as getting people to serve as lectors, leaders, Eucharistic Ministers and greeters.  Their plans for 2011-2012 will be to continue all of these activities.  The Triduum, Parish Picnic/Mass, Memorial Mass received high marks from parishioners.  The committee has examined questionnaire responses regarding Liturgy and Music and have made appropriate  changes.   First priority for the group in the Fall will be to work with the priests and parishioners in adapting to the modifications of the words in the Mass Ordinaries.  The new Roman Missal goes into effect on the first Sunday of Advent.  The group is looking for a ‘liason/contact’ person for the ushers to be on the Liturgy Committee. Hopefully, we will be able to have a priest conduct a retreat during Lent.  Also, many people would like to have a “healing Mass”.


Finance Committee – Gary Mik  reported that the group has met with the Parish Council on a few occasions and agenda has included school finance issues.  They also worked on audit issues from past to current times.  


Social Ministry – Audrey Tilden reported  and explained the  four categories they are responsible for: 1. Prison Ministry,(Mary Ann Flansburg)  2. Cuban Enterprises, (Diane Rokenbrod) 3. St. Pauly Clothing (Steve McManus) , and 4. Social Ministry.  They are scheduled to meet every two months.



St. Ann’s School – Lisa Dirlam reported that a lot of activities will be going on during remaining days of the school.  They are having a summer program again this year. At the end of the school year staff will get together and make plans for next year.  34 students are registered for the pre-K program and 61 registered for K thru 6th. Grade for a total of  95.  


Bereavement Committee – Margie Terry reported the committee is a sub-committee of Liturgy that functions to help people have lost a loved one plan a family Mass/funeral Mass.  Help them with music they want, readings, etc.  The mission has been very well received by the families and community.  



Building and Grounds Committee – Donna Haraty updated  those present on activities that the 

Committee has taken on a couple of  projects including moisture problems at St. Mary’s and  replacement of a window at the church, repairing gutters to keep water out of the school.  During the coming year, the committee will go through the buildings and get some expert assessments on the facilities so we will know what needs to be done in the future.  According to Fr. Peter, work will be done on the pavement around the church.


Cemetery Committee – Margie Terry reported that this committee has met once since they regrouped.  Will be gathering ideas to be presented at the next meeting.  Meanwhile John VanScoter and Jim Bebout to head up operations at our cemeteries.

DISCUSSIONS Followed:


Jim Locker commented and thanked  the Bereavement Committee; also positive comments on the cemetery and its upkeep, particularly at St. Mary’s.


Carolyn Kelly commented on difficulty for some to take the school cafeteria stairs during coffee hours after Mass.  The AOH will be setting up a tent over in the area of the old rectory for future summer coffee hours. It would be nice to see each standing committee/groups  host a coffee hour in the future.   


Barb Banko feels the parish picnic should originate with the  Parish Council. No picnic is scheduled for this year.   In order for it to be a viable fundraiser, event should be held yearly.  She also felt that a Heating envelope should be in the packet.  Father would like to run the heating collection throughout the year as a second collection.  Envelopes will not be put out for this collection.


Sister Dolores Ann commented on the work of Pete Galbo and John Bartell regarding lawn care down at the convent.   However, she is very concerned about the condition of the windows on the back porch of the convent. Also, house needs painting.  Grateful for chimney repairing and covering – no more pidgeons.  Sister also comments that in a few parishes she has been in recently there has been, at the end of Mass once a month, a anointing for any one there that wants to be anointed.  Father commented that this is being done already in nursing homes, etc.  We will look at this with regard to the church in the future.  Also, in some parishes, they have a small chalice that goes to a different family every week.  It is put in a prominent place in their home and the family prays especially for priestly vocations during the week. Bill Loree offered to put it down on next year’s liturgy list to revisit again.   

Joanne Clark mentioned that now that the new Roman Missal is coming out in the fall, this would be the perfect opportunity to teach the Mass to the congregation, faithbuilding rather than changing the Mass.

Considerable discussion followed.


The meeting closed @ 8:45 PM with a prayer led by Father Peter.

Respectfully submitted:

John R. Bartell, Secretary 
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