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Location:  St. Ann School meeting room
Time:  7:00 – 8:00 pm
Members present:  Father Pat VanDurme, Penny Dessena, Peg Griswold, Brenda Haley, Sharon Haley, Beth Jacobs, Marie Patti, Suzanne Piatt, Diane Yates, and Charlotte Giglio.
Opening Prayer:  Led by Father Pat.

Discussion:

· Father Pat distributed the evaluation sheets from the Tuesday, March 7th GIFT Session held in the Canisteo Parish Center.
· Father Pat then asked for the members who were present to share their comments on our first session and/or any feedback that they may have received from other parishioners that attended.
1. Very positive comments have been received.

2. The number of parishioners that attended was “overwhelming”.  We need to have more handouts for future sessions; as Fr. Pat mentioned, “be more optimistic” about attendance.

3. Several comments were written on evaluations that the chairs were uncomfortable; all agreed that we have to work with the furniture that is available at the various locations.....but understood and empathized!

4. All members agreed we should continue to supply those attending the GIFT session with the written evaluation forms.

5. Penny Dessena shared that she did ask her mother if the Twin Hickory Golf Club House could accommodate 80-100 people for the next session; Mrs. Sherbune assured Penny it will be fine.

6. Time frame for the next session will be 7:00-9:00 pm.  (Beth, Penny and Fr. Pat will be sure that all future announcements, flyers, info. posted on the parish web site are correct with times.)

7. It was agreed that those in attendance could purchase their own beverages from the cash bar.  We requested to have pitchers of ice water and a pot of coffee available from Twin Hickory.  This will be set out with the “buffet table” of appetizers that the committee members will bring to the April 28th session.

8. Discussion about passing a “collection basket” at the next two sessions.  It was agreed upon that we would wait until next year’s session and start right out with a “collection basket” at the very first GIFT session next year.  It will be explained that money collected will be used to pay expenses for speakers that are brought in from outside the parish, etc.

· Members present agreed to arrive at Twin Hickory on April 28th as close to 6:30 pm as possible.  Beth requested that Penny ask her mom to have table cloths on the table(s) we will use for the appetizers that members will be bringing with them.  
· The date for the next GIFT committee meeting will be Thursday, May 11th at 7:00 pm in the school meeting room.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beth Ann Jacobs

Our Lady of the Valley
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