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Upcoming Dates/Events of GIFT:
Nov. 9, 2006 = Other Religions (Peg Griswold has volunteered to contact several people from other religions to speak with Fr. Pat that night and will report back to the group on the status of that)


Feb. 8, 2007 = The Ten Commandments


March 8, 2007 = “Open Question Format” (to include teens)


May 20, 2007 = Angels and Catholic Resources on the Internet (this will be held at St. Mary Church in Rexville)

Location:  St. Ann School meeting room
Time:  7:00 – 8:00 pm
Opening Prayer:  Led by Father Pat.

Members present:  Father Pat VanDurme, Beth Jacobs, Penny Dessena, Margie Terry, Suzanne Piatt, and Sharon Haley.
Discussion:

· Fr. Pat shared the results of the evaluations from the September GIFT session; a majority were pleased with the days of the week and dates that we have selected; as well as with the future topics that we have set.  Most were favorable.
· Members of the GIFT committee are kindly asked again to donate baked goods for the refreshment table at our next session, October 24th, from 7-9 pm.  Thanks to all who have so generously helped out in the past!
· Beth and Fr. Pat have requested that members of the committee notify Beth ahead of time if they will be able to help “pick up” after the session.  If GIFT members aren’t able to do so, Fr. P at will ask those in attendance to help out. 
· Discussion on the “issue” of having our February and March GIFT sessions on Friday nights was held.  This is a “prime time” for the Knight of Columbus and therefore, they can’t guarantee those dates for us at the price they charge us for $50 each session.  It was agreed upon to have Beth investigate the availability of the K of C on Thursdays of February and March, instead of Fridays.  We are looking to change the Feb. date from Friday, Feb. 9th to Thursday, Feb. 8th.  The same with March; change from Friday, Mar. 9th to Thursday, Mar. 8th.  Beth will contact John Carbone and the K of C and get back to the committee with the change in dates.

· It was decided that Fr. Pat needs to increase the amount of handouts that he creates and copies.  He will make 100 copies for current sessions; he will also have available for those interested 20-30 copies of the “past sessions” for the year.  These handouts will be placed on a table near the door; participants can take them as they arrive.
· It was decided to have Fr. Pat create a handout of the “evening’s main topics” that can be given to each participant when they arrive....this sheet can then be used for notes/references that they may want to “jot down” during the presentation.
· Fr. Pat shared that the representatives from other Religions for the November session have already been contacted and set via Peg Griswold...thanks Peg!  A letter will be sent to each speaker listing the purpose of the evening...to have each speaker talk about the “misconceptions” that others may have regarding their faith/religion...roughly 10 minutes....then there will be time set aside for questions from those present.

· Future considerations (requested by Fr. Pat):  Do we want to work with the Liturgy Committee on Lenten and Advent Missions/Retreats for future years?  A discussion was also held regarding the possibility of having Fr. Pat conduct a Retreat just for the GIFT members at Stella Maris.  Those present voiced a real interest in this.  Fr. Pat also suggested that after such a retreat was held for our committee, that perhaps the GIFT committee could then sponsor a retreat for others.

· The date for the next GIFT committee meeting is January 30, 2006 at 7:00 pm in the school meeting room.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beth Ann Jacobs

Our Lady of the Valley
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