Our Lady of the Valley

Finance Council Minutes

For March 16, 2011

Present:
Donna Haraty, Joanne Clark, Sister Dolores Stein, Jim McKeown, Gary Mikolajczyk, Sandy Bishop, Fran Tucker, Jim Locker, Lisa Dirlam, Lisa Sexsmith

Jim Locker moved to approve the minutes from March 4. Fran Tucker seconded. All approved.

Donna updated the group on the new doors for St. Ann’s Church. They have gone into production, expected to be installed June 7. 1/3 has been paid. We had to upgrade to a $3,000 brass sill and $300 matching lock. We are about $250 to $3,000 short.

Donna also said the sale of St. Ignatius is expected to close on April 30.

The group reviewed finances for the parish and school.

Lisa Dirlam distributed the school enrollment numbers and, when asked, said she is encouraged by the numbers, which are above average for this time of year.  Total enrollment at March 16 was 75. Donna pointed out that enrollment in K to 6 is only 4 short of budgeted enrollment, which is good considering it is the harder group to increase.

The group reviewed some of the school’s marketing materials. Jim Locker asked if other schools are supported regionally by churches. Sister said that Monroe County Catholic churches are assessed a percentage and distributed to Monroe County Catholic schools.

Jim Locker discussed building fellowship through a carnival, picnic, etc.

The group discussed the mass schedule. Donna said 7 a.m. mass was doing very well and will continue indefinitely. Father Paulinus continued the schedule until Father Peter’s return @ March 24.

Jim McKeown suggested the finance council should be trying to plan farther out, like 3 to 5 years. For example, he wondered if the parish should be considering buying the property adjacent to St. Ann’s Church on the corner of Elm and Center streets. Most committee members agreed that we should do more long-term planning and we should consider/discuss things such as buying the adjacent property, selling the existing parish house that is rented by the Sisters of Mercy, selling the rectory, etc. We decided to table until Father Peter returned.

Lisa Sexsmith suggested we should also be looking into bringing the Cunneen Company in to try to grow the parish.  Several others agreed.

Sister Dolores also thought the group could review a stewardship plan from a Colorado parish that had seen success.  She has left the information with Father Peter.

Donna said the phone service is being switched to New Horizon at a savings of $3,000 to $4,000 per year. 

Next meeting date is Wednesday, April 20. 

