Are you a Follower of Christ?

So often I think we pass over the second reading and focus our attention on just the Gospel and the first reading.  I would like to offer a more specific look at the second reading to help us all understand what it means to truly be a follower of Christ.  

Consider your calling, brothers and sisters.  Not many of you are wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. Rather, God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the world to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are something, so that no human being might boast before God. It is due to him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, as well as righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Whoever boasts, should boast in the Lord.”
What exactly is Paul saying to us?  At first reading it may seem that he is saying we are all, foolish, weak, lowly, and despised.  Not exactly what we want to hear.  But the point may be better seen in light of the words that follow.  The focus of this reading is that we should seek nothing other than God.  Our Wisdom is God’s and comes from Him.  Our Strength comes from God.  And more importantly, all righteous, sanctification, and redemption comes from Him.  
Imagine if our only boast was really, “God loves me” or “I am a child of God!”  There are other places where Jesus says that we are to have the faith of a child.  The point is that we simply look to God for all that need.  The hope is that even though we must be “in the world but not of the world” we can only hope that our focus is on God.  Think of all the scripture passages that hold this theme.  The wise slave that was wise like a fox and in our minds seemed to steal from his master but the master complimented his ingenuity. It is hard because in so many ways we must think ahead and think of the future for our families and businesses.  We force ourselves to be wise and learned but in our faith we must be simple.  But in our faith and focus on God we must be challenged to keep our faith simple and trust like a small child. 

We are in the hand of God and that will never change.  You have heard me say in various homilies that Jesus is the “Good Shepherd” but the main question is always, are we good sheep?  He is leading us and saying, “come this way.” All the time that we are off following our own thoughts and not looking or thinking of God, He is still trying to lead us.  What happens when we find ourselves surrounded by the wolves?  We yell at God and scream where are You?  
I had someone use this image recently that I thought was so perfect.  Imagine the small child that is struggling to get out of the arms of the parent.  The mom or dad is holding the child to keep them safe and they are yelling because they do not understand the danger around them.  They are not looking at the parent or thinking about what they see.  Instead they struggle but the parent does not let go.  That is the same with God.  He never lets us go.  We are always in His care.  We may not see Him and we may never know that He is holding us but His care is for us.  

May we always know that God loves us and that He is caring for us.  May we be foolish in our faith.  When the whole world says you must be crazy to believe that way.  Let’s all say, Yep, I am a fool in my faith!  I will always brag that I am crazy for God and will always follow Him.

