Merry Christmas

Many people have commented about my letter from last week about saying, “Merry Christmas” to people.  To stop saying something that is important to us just for the sake of MAYBE offending people seems to be going too far the other direction.  Since last week other questions about Christmas and this holy season have come to my attention.  Today – Thursday – the news has been focused on the pain of the killings in Omaha as well as the speech today from candidate Mitt Romney.  Religion and its place in our society certainly should be part of our discussions.  Today is also the feast of St. Nicholas.  Over in Western Europe and many other places – today is the day for all the presents and gift giving.  This tradition keeps the Holy Day of Christmas free from all of the clutter that sometimes comes from the focus on what we get under the tree.


That being said, I have grown accustomed to and really do not worry that much about the presents.  Sure we can get carried away and the birth of Christ may get clouded but in the end I think our efforts to find presents come from a good place.  As parents, do they bury the child under toys to cover up for a lack of time and energy to be with them?  Do we scuttle around spending hours at the mall instead of spending hours with the ones we love?  I guess I have never heard of a child dying because they did not get another video game but not having time spent with their parent – that is an issue.  Take the time you would go shopping and take your child to the mall and spend time with them – and yeah, maybe shop WITH them in stead of FOR them.  The most fun I have had with some of my nieces and nephews have been going with them to the mall shopping.  I stood in stores with music pumping at levels that could reset your heart rate but the conversations and time was awesome!  I think because of those times she calls me almost every month asking about a trip to the movies or out to dinner – No, I do not just buy her things!  That is the best present I have ever gotten or given!
Everything about Christmas is part of our Religious History!  Even if people do not recognize it!  Someone recently asked me about writing X-Mas instead of writing out Christmas.  They felt that this was disrespectful.  When I see that – X-mas I think of the symbolism that is a huge part of our rich history.  One of the symbols for Christ is the “Ky-Rho.”  This refers to a symbol that you can actually see in the windows on the Elm St. side of St. Ann church right next the cross just as you enter.  It may look like a big ‘P’ with a big ‘X’ transposed on it.  Those are the first two letter of the word Christ in Greek.  The X is the ‘chi’ which is equal to the English CH and the P is the ‘rho’ which is our R.  So you see those are the Chr of Christ.  Some people may want to get Christmas away from its true meaning but it will never happen unless you and I allow it to happen.  
Please see inside a notice about our Annual Diocesan Appeal – if you want to get the parish a present please consider making another contribution to this appeal.  We are around 60% of our goal so we still need around $20,000.  We give to others so that we may receive the blessings of God.  Please consider giving to the church to help us all build the Kingdom of God.
