It is OK to say Merry Christmas to me!

Have you seen these pins and bumper stickers?  I think everyone should get one and wear it with pride.  In an effort to be “nice” and “correct” we stop doing things because others tell us it is offensive to them.  But too often we allow others to tell us and do not honestly state the offense this may be causing us.  I have had the experience that I have said, “Merry Christmas” to someone and they replied, “I am Jewish.”  I simply said, “Oh, well then Happy Hanukkah!”  Is that so hard? I do not think so but we may get shy about it – but you know what, it is Christmas – the Mass of Christ – Period.  I for one consider myself fairly open and free thinking and accept many things that go against what I might consider good behavior or acceptable because society says so.  I do not get on my high-horse over these issues but not this.  I am drawing the line here with Christmas.  I will not hold my tongue this season.  I will speak my faith and say, “Merry Christmas.”  If someone says, “I am not religious” or “I do not believe in that stuff.”  I will smile my best smile and say, “Well, then Happy Holidays to you and your family!”  ‘Tis the season – as they say.    

The Golden Compass – Controversy

This weekend you will find an interesting notification being handed out after mass by the parish Youth Group.  It is information that they have gathered from various sources about the up coming movie, “The Golden Compass.”  When I first heard about this controversy I thought, “Here we go again, a tempest in a teacup!”  I never thought that Harry Potter books would get children becoming witches and worshiping evil.  I always thought that any book that can get a 10 year old reading 400+ pages was OK in my book!  But then I started to do some reading and found this is a real issue and parents should be aware of the concerns.


The movie opens next weekend and is being marketed as similar to “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” from last year.  That movie was taken from a book by C.S. Lewis, who wrote it as a children’s version of the story of Jesus and his death and resurrection.  There is a connection between this movie and the Golden Compass but it might not be what you imagine.  The book the Golden Compass was written by Philip Pullman, who is a noted Atheist in England.  It was written to counter the works of C.S. Lewis.  This is the first in a three book series.  I will not go into all the details as the handout does a good job but I would say to all parents, take a look at this and do your own reading.  This movie may seem innocent – as that is the hope of the producers. But the larger picture is very different.  The central image is that the compass that is so important for the child to have is so that the holder can follow their own internal compass.  They are not to listen to the church or religion but they are to only listen to themselves and make their own way in the world.  


This might sound interesting and innocent enough but if the child really wants to get into the series and read the next two books in the series a much darker picture comes to light.  In the next books, the Catholic Church and all religions are said to be a lie and God is not really God.  The end of the trilogy is when the young girl succeeds in killing God because He is not real and no one should pray or follow Him.  Not exactly a Christmas message I hope our children hear.  

I do not think that a parent who lets their child see this movie is a terrible parent.  My sister is reading these books with her children as a way of starting a discussion about religion and faith.  I do not believe that children will face certain spiritual death but I think parents should think twice about letting their children attend this movie.  I would hope that at least parents will be engaged in a conversation about what the message is and certainly be aware when their child says, “I want to read the rest of the books.”  They might be opening their children up to some very disturbing attitudes about faith and belief in God.  
Advent and Christmas Scheduling – Same as last year


People have started decorating as if it is already Christmas.  Remember that for the church, Christmas starts on December 25th and goes forward from there.  Below are our schedule of special events and the mass schedule for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Reconciliation Services

Sunday Dec. 9th

after 8:30 mass at St. Mary, Rexville

Saturday Dec. 15th
after 4:30 mass at St. Ann, Hornell

Sunday Dec. 16th 
7:00pm – 8:30pm at St. Ann, Hornell

Christmas Mass Schedule
Monday, December 24th

4:30pm
Family mass at St. Ann


8:00pm
Family mass at St. Mary


10:00pm
‘Midnight’ mass at St. Ann

Tuesday, December 25th

10:30am
St. Ann

Boiler News at St. Ann Church 

As I type this on Thursday the heat is on and the church is getting warmer.  The inspector came and gave the new system full marks.  Our thanks go out to Kevin Kuhn and the crew from John Kuhn Plumbing.  They worked hard around Thanksgiving Day and weekend.  Thank you as well to everyone in the parish that took the inconvenience in stride and seemed to accept it as a novelty.  That is the good news, but there are still some questions that need to be answered.  


The boiler tanks that blew-out were only 18 years old.  When that boiler was replaced around 1989, the rest of the system was not replaced so the pipes and the blowers in the floors and the back of the church are 40 or more years old!  I have asked Kuhn to do a complete inspection and see where there are leaks and what parts of the system should be replaced or rebuilt.  We have heat and will keep it on for the winter but the decision on what needs to be done with the overall system has not yet been determined.  
I will keep you all posted.  I said last week, the Capital Campaign funds will be used to pay for this new boiler and any repairs to the overall system.  If you would like to help us pay for the new boiler tanks or to help us update the system, please use Capital Campaign envelopes and place them in the regular collection.  Some people have already sent checks through the office to be used to pay for this situation.  We have most of the money to cover this problem in the Capital Fund but not all and we certainly do not have everything to cover other 
