ATTENTION – Growing Together


There are some very interesting things that are happening in the next few weeks.  I want to get your attention in the hopes that you will be looking for these things and be willing to participate.  The title for this column is serious because each of these events is a step further along in our growth as Our Lady of the Valley and as a parish family.  As we grow together please understand that each of these activities is the effort of many of your fellow parishioners.  They have looked around and said to themselves, “I want to do more… I can do this!”  Most of these activities are like Fr. Schnacky says – much more a “Fun Raiser” as any kind of “Fund Raiser.”  Please support these efforts. I know that they will bear good fruit for our parish family.

Cookbook Fund Raiser


Some members of the community have thought of a great fund raiser idea that is both interesting and will help in many areas as people get involved.  They are gathering recipes for a Parish Cookbook.  There is an insert in this week’s bulletin that has all the information.  The more recipes the better.  (I will be sharing some of my greatest recipes from my days as a bachelor and college student!  Look for the Ultimate PB&J recipe!)  The more recipes we receive the more interested people will have in the book.  

This is a fund raiser that was started by some of those involved in working at the school; they want to make sure that it is for the whole parish and everyone is fully involved.  The goal is to have something interesting and fun and the money raised will be shared between the school and the parish in general.  As we have talked, we agreed that there is a real benefit to keep reminding the whole parish that we are all together here in our parish and all activities should be shared equally.  Sometimes people forget the connection between the parish and our school.  When we help one, we are helping the other.  This is a great step in this area so that we never forget that the parish and the school are one and that we are working together to build our parish and keep all parts of Our Lady of the Valley growing and healthy.

The directions on the insert are very easy.  For those that have internet access, there is a very easy step-by-step way to do it on-line.  Go to the site noted and follow the easy steps and then you will be done.  For those that want to do things on paper, the insert is the form as well.  There will be collection boxes at all the entrances to both of our churches.  For those weekends noted and until the deadline, the collection boxes will be there for your recipes.  The goal is to have the Cookbook done in time for Easter and Mother’s Day.  

Catholic Schools Week


Every year there is a special week set aside where we as a parish and a Diocese celebrate our Catholic Schools.  In the past there have been many great activities.  The parents, students, and those closely involved with the school usually take part but not many of the general parishioners take the time.  I would like to encourage all of you to make time in your week to make a stop at our school.  I am surprised and a little disappointed that there are so many people that have no idea of all the great activities and excellent education that takes place at our parish school St. Ann.  Catholic School Week begins January 29th, I do not know all the events but the ones that I have heard of are great and will be worth the effort.  Following the 10:30 mass on January 29th there will be an open house.  Everyone is invited to walk through the school and see what is happening there.  

Every year we encourage our all parents to consider sending their children to our school.  I know that the more people know and understand everything concerning the excellent education and the great things that are happening there; the more likely they will be to support our parish school and send their children to be educated there.  Everyone is welcome to call and meet with Sr. Stein anytime throughout the year but this week is set aside with the hope that everyone will take a moment and see what all the excitement is about.  

Adult Education Opportunities

Many people will remember the powerful blessings that we shared as a parish community last September during the time of our first ever Our Lady of the Valley Parish Mission.  After that experience; and after so many people were touched and blessed by God during the Mission; many people came to me and asked if we could do something like that more often.  From these discussions, other people have suggested that we have some programs that offer a chance for adults to learn about their faith in a fun and interesting environment.  As one person put it, “I think I need to learn all that stuff that I was supposed to learn back at St. Ann School!”  This next week, January 19th 7:00pm at the school meeting room, a small group of these interested people will be getting together to start a discussion about these ideas.  

I do not know what the future will hold in this area but the interest is high and there are some great people working hard to get something started.  Please keep this effort and those involved in your prayers.  

Our Lady of the Valley Census 


This one is a little more difficult.  Some people may think, “Hey, didn’t we just do this?”  Well, the truth is that there was a great effort started by the Stewardship Council to update the Census at St. Ann.  This effort was not 100% complete and once we became Our Lady of the Valley it became very clear that the other parts of our parish needed extensive work.  To fix this issue, the Pastoral Council has made it their goal for this year to complete a Census of the whole parish.  With people moving away and as children grow up and move out; redoing a parish Census becomes very necessary.  


There will be three steps in the Census.  The first phase will be getting those that come to mass every week to fill out a new card to make sure that the information is correct and up-to-date.  Second, there will calls made to those individual for which we have an old card to make any corrections.  Finally, there will be an effort to reach out to those not contacted through the first two steps.  There are many people that would identify themselves as Catholic but we might not have them in a Census card even after the work during the one or two weekends.  


I know that this may be tedious to some.  I know that some people think that if they fill out a card then that means they will get more “junk mail” from the Diocese.  The truth is that without some kind of record there is now way for us to know who parishioners are and who is not.  This can become a problem when it comes time for marriages and receiving the other sacraments.  Even being a Baptismal Sponsor or getting a baby Baptized is made much more difficult without a decent Census.  Many people may not understand but this can become a real issue when we try visiting the sick and the homebound.  With new laws, getting information about those that have been sent home from the hospital can be complicated.  A reliable Census is a true help.  Please be patient with this effort.  The one thing I can tell you is that if you do take the time to fill out a card the first weekend then, you will not be bothered again.  It is one of those things that if you can just get it out of the way there will be no calls and no one bothering you at home.  As a parish this means a lot to how we work and how we can be there for you when you need us.  

More to come


There are some that think church is boring; but from where I sit, these people are just not paying attention.  There are many more things happening in our parish that speak of the passion and commitment that people have for their faith and faith community.  Please keep all these efforts in your prayers and take advantage of all of them as your needs and interests draw you.

