Are you “ready” to serve God?

There are many levels at which we need to ask ourselves are we really ready to serve God?  It is easy to say, “Yeah, I want to serve God!” but are we ready?  Scripture says that we are to follow God but the action seems to be difficult. How specifically do we serve God?  This year Christmas Eve is on a Sunday so we will celebrate our regular Sunday liturgy schedule on Saturday evening and Sunday morning and then Sunday evening have our regular Christmas Eve Mass schedule.  For many people this will mean going to mass twice in one day!  

At our Parish Liturgy Committee meeting this week we asked ourselves, how many people will fulfill their Sunday obligation with a mass Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning and then go to mass again Sunday evening or Monday morning to fulfill their Christmas obligation?  We agreed that unfortunately many people will choose one of these masses and “make that count” for the whole weekend.  It will be sad if there are fewer people there at our Sunday morning masses because they are coming to mass at the 4:30, 8:00, or 10:00 that night.  The truth is that our society has changed in many ways when it comes to church participation.  I will not say too much here as I have said it too many times but I wonder the effort that people make to go to sporting events and trips to see relatives but can not find the time in their lives to make it to church.  Following are a few opportunities that we have for serving God and our church community.  All of these have one question behind them – “Are you ready yet?”  Are you ready to make the step and make God the center of our life or is He still out on the fringe and second or third choice?
Altar Server Training


We are doing a training in October (see the bulletin for information) for all those boys and girls in 4th grade and older that wish to serve the community and God on the Altar.  This will be for new servers and any of our older servers that would like a refresher.  The best way to get better at serving may be to teach others and share your experiences.  Some may say that it is a privilege to serve on the altar and it certainly is but it is more than that.  It is our obligation to participate in our celebrations as best as we can.  It is not enough to just come and go; we must take part as our abilities allow.  Many people may be surprised when they read the note concerning this training.  I underline two parts of this training that many families may overlook.  Readiness – is the child really ready to be an altar server?  Is the family ready to support and help the child?  (There has not been the same interest among new servers at St. Mary but if there is an interest we will make arraignments to do a training there as well.) 
If you walk into a classroom of 4th graders you will see right away that there are many different kinds of 4th graders.  All may be the exact same age but there are huge differences in attitudes and abilities of the children.  Parents need to think honestly about there child and their abilities to be an Altar server.  If your child can not sit and be basically focused on the mass now in their pew, they may not be ready for this opportunity.  If your child has problems following directions and finishing a job that is given to them; they may not be ready just yet.  Maturity in children varies a great deal in this age and saying that your child needs some more time before they are ready to serve is not a bad thing.  They will be happier in the long run.  
Parents need to think of their own readiness as well.  When a child says they want to be an Altar server they are making a commitment to the church and this community.  A parent would not let a child miss a team practice or band practice and in the same way a parent should not look the other way when the child misses their turn at serving.  This should be thought through and discussed between the parents and the child.  Is the family ready to help the child fulfill their commitment?  Emergencies happen and everyone has things come up now and again but is the child and the family ready to make a commitment and fulfill that promise?  Parents are also encouraged to come to this training to hear what we say to the children so that parents can help support and reinforce this with their child.

Reader and Leader Training

Everyone is busy but there are things that are worth our time and effort.  Last week there was a meeting of all the Readers and Leaders that serve our parish at St. Ann.  (St. Mary has a smaller group that is focusing on their work in their own way.  There could have been many more people there for this meeting but items were discussed for this ministry.)  Some people may forget the importance of this work.  They are sharing the word of God with the community.  If the community can not hear or understand what is being said then they will miss out on the message and this makes the homily less integrated and the whole experience of the mass less than optimum.  There are some slight changes being made in the way that things are done for this ministry and everyone involved needs to have this information and learn how to implement it.  There will be a handout for all our readers and leaders with this information soon.   

We forget how important all these ministries are to the people as we worship.  If done well, reading and leading opens people’s eyes to the glory of the Scriptures and does much to enhance the Homily as well.  This is important work that requires preparation to be ready when your time comes.  Like the servers, everyone must be ready to fulfill their commitment and be there when scheduled and get a replacement when time and life require an absence.  
Sacramental Preparation and Children’s Education

Over the past few weeks we have been reading about Confirmation, First Reconciliation, Baptism Perpetration, and Marriage Preparation classes.  All these are opportunities to receive the Sacraments of our church.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word that takes place during our Sunday Liturgy at St. Ann Church and Sunday Religious Education at both St. Ann and St. Mary are both in need of extra support and help.  These are great programs and help our children learn about our faith.  There is a need for more teachers and helpers.  There are at least two grades that need teachers.  There is much support but is there anyone else ready to help fill this need or will our children miss out on learning about their faith?  


It is easy to say that we want to serve God and that we are ready.  We all know that time is difficult to find for everything we do but what is most important should get taken care of first!  How do we serve God, what can we do? This is a good question.  There are many places to serve God; the better question is, “Am I really ready to serve God?  Am I ready to put God first and make time to serve God through my gifts and time?”  I pray that we all find a way to serve God and that we are all ready to say Yes to God.
