Another Year Starts!?

I know I have said this before but I really do think it is a funny thing about our society that in many ways we move our lives and our lifestyles with the school calendars.  I understand why it is – we live the first 18 to 22 years of our life going from September to June then vacation and get back to work in September.  When you have children of your own of course that system again takes control.


But it seems kind of strange to me – as I have no children! – to still be running my life around the school schedule.  Like all of you I like to have my summers off.  This year I got a few days away (Thanks to that certain parishioner that opened their cottage to me and my family!!) Here we are at the end of September and things have gotten just as busy as they were when we took the “summer off” in June.  Meetings and committees that were off for the summer have started up again and we are working hard to keep ahead of things.

This month we started to meet again with some of our parish committees.  I would like to make you all aware of their work so that you can be kept abreast of what is happening in the parish.  If you have access to the internet I would encourage you to look at our parish’s web site at www.ourladycv.org.  Meetings and events are there with all the information needed.  It is also a beautiful place to see pictures and connect to our parish school at St. Ann’s as well as some other Catholic Sites.  One of the most important facets of the site is a record of all the minutes of parish committee meetings.  These are kept as an archive that goes back to 2005!  Our October meeting schedule will be slightly different than most months as we will be meeting together as a large group.  We started this a few years ago as a one time meeting but everyone had such a positive experience it has become a regular event.  October 17th we will meet in the Assembly Hall of the school where members of the Pastoral Council, Finance Council, Liturgy Committee, and Social Ministry Committee will gather.  Prayer and sharing will be the main focus as well as some sharing of each group’s focus for the year.  We do some work but more importantly we all get a sense of what other groups are doing in the various committees.  

I hope that everyone got to see the insert from last week’s bulletin.  It had the summary of the budget from 2006-2007 as well as the proposed budget for 2007-2008.  This balanced budget reflects a great deal of effort of the Finance Council.  All of the various committees and groups of the parish have been working very hard to make some corrections to our financial situation.  I do not need to spend too much time on this fact as it has been discussed in many different ways over the past two years.  But I do not think people are aware of the actual magnitude of the situation that this change represents.  Perhaps it is because of the large effort and the energy that has been expended but for the first time in I do not know how long Our Lady of the Valley is actually living within its means.  We are on firm ground that will allow us to make good decisions for the future.  Maybe our government has gotten us too used to living with huge deficits.  We do not realize that we are no longer living on credit.  

Just this minute (this is not a joke) I just signed a check that will place $65,000.00 of the Capital Campaign money from the parish into our investment account.  This is a portion of what has been given for this fund and it will be invested until we put it to use.  There are still more pledges and gifts coming into for that effort.  Just last week we received 10, brand new $100.00 bills given to the Capital Campaign, donated by “Anonymous!”  We have a balanced budget and we can now move forward with clarity knowing that we will not allow our parish to slide into spending money that we do not have foolishly.  If we take from our investments it will be for those things that the money was donated for and caring for our parish.  It will not be spent just to keep our head above water and the lights turned on as has been our history. Thanks to the Finance Council who have worked so hard to oversee our finances and investments.  They are a hard working group. I thank God for them.
Along with the Finance Council it has been the leadership of the Pastoral Council that has meant so much to this parish.  Last night we met and along with regular reports and feedback from parishioners we made some slight changes to our Council By-laws.  In the original By-laws there was a section that suggested that we change them after three years.  We made those suggested changes.  Basically we have gone from focusing our membership on reflecting the four original parishes to reflecting the fullness of Our Lady of the Valley.  We have gone from thinking, “Who was a member of St. Ignatius?” to thinking, “Who lives in the northern or southern part of the parish?”  If we are honest, people have been going back and forth between the two churches with good regularity.  Those that are “regular St. Ann’s people” all winter long have made it their practice to go to St. Mary’s all summer.  We have some kind of “Snowbirds” here in our own parish!  

We have tried to be respectful of our history while at the same time recognizing that we are changing and for many people we are truly becoming one parish family.  Sensitivity to the feelings of parishioners is very much on the minds of the Pastoral Council.  A significant amount of time was spent this week talking about membership and those that may have left the parish in the wake of the rectory being torn down and the pain that event has caused.  There was a very heartfelt discussion about who has left the parish, why have they left, and how will we get them back?  No decision was made on this topic but I hope that everyone knows that we are aware of the difficulties that still lay ahead of us and the Pastoral Council is very committed to bringing healing to this family of God.  
So that you do not think that all this parish is about is money and business you need only to come and sit-in on one of our Liturgy Committee Meetings.  This is one of the most energetic and passionate groups I have ever been blessed to be involved.  There is not one person there that does not share their honest feelings.  I am thinking of one interchange recently where one individual had no problem voicing their disagreement with the group.  Everyone was respectful and the consensus was made but disagreements are seen not as a terrible events but an honest part of being different people with different ideas.  At the end we still respect each other and focus on loving God and each other.  There are not many groups that can say that about their membership.  They are working hard to make sure that every celebration and Sacrament of our parish is a heartfelt experience of God in our world.  
I write this weekend for two very different reasons.  First is to give honor to all these men and women.  Going to meetings is part of my life and I do not have a family or a boss to keep happy.  When I know I have late meetings I come later to the office – that is a luxury that none of the others on these committees shares.  They all have families and children to love and care for.  They have 9-5 jobs and bosses that will not let them take some free time because they have a parish meeting from 7-9 that night.  I know that this is hard on them and I thank them for their efforts.  They all stand ready to talk, share, and hear your concerns.  Pray for them and thank them. The second reason for this note is that we need your involvement.  We are still in need of two people that would like to join our Pastoral Council.  This group is actively involved in all the decisions of the parish and is a great place to share your gifts and talents.  Please consider your involvement in the parish and in this committee specifically.

Please keep all the members of all our committees; Social Committee, Stewardship Committee, Perpetual Adoration Society, as well as our social organizations that serve our community; Catholic Daughters, Knights and Ladies of Columbus, Ancient Order of Hibernians, Beato Angelo Society and others that I am sure I am forgetting in your prayers.  We are all blessed by their service to the community and their prayers for us.
