Preaching to the Choir
I really like that phrase – “are you preaching to the choir?”  It means that you are speaking to those that already believe.  The image is that those in the choir – this is certainly the case in Our Lady of the Valley Parish!! – are holy men and women and committed to their faith.  If you are preaching to the choir you are speaking to those that are already converted.  That may be the case at almost every mass.  If you come to church then at some basic level you are committed.  You could have slept in but you are here so you do not need to have the same message as those that are not here.  That may be true for the most part but I think there are many messages that we need to be reminded of even though we may be in the “choir.”

The Gospel and even the first and second readings in some way are a great challenge to all of us.  We need to remember that the Scribes and the Pharisees that Jesus is speaking against are men of faith.  They are good Jews doing everything that Moses asked them to do; and yet Jesus still wants to challenge them to do more and change their lives.  All of us – from the Pope right along to the newest convert – need to listen to these words and ask ourselves, “How am I like a Pharisee?”  “How has my faith life become ‘lip service?”  


It is at this time of the year that we begin asking for parents to sign-up their children for Religious Education.  This is an important program and one that should not be taken lightly.  We are always looking for more adults to work with our children.  More than that; we look to parents to take a more active role in the education of their children.  Someone this week put it to me this way, “What would parents think if their children only did math lessons one hour a week?  What would they say if our school only did science or reading for one hour a week?”  Of course parents would go through the roof and yet we struggle to get all our children into our programs only for that one hour.  We ask our parents to help by doing work outside of class and yet we know this work is done with a variety of success.  


I try to ask parents what they are teaching their children by their example.  The best way to look at it is this, if parents do not go to church why do they make their children?  Parents get mad because their children do not behave in church and make noise.  I respond by asking, “Why would you think they know how to act when they never come?”  How will they learn how to act in church if not by coming and learning?  More to the point, why are parents taking their children to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation when they never go themselves?  The child asks a great question when they say – “Why do I have to go, you never do?”  The same question can be made for all our Sacraments and participation in everything about our faith.  If parents make their faith a priority then the children will learn that and will make it a priority as well.  If parents do not make that choice we should not be surprised that their children make the same choice.  

All of this is to underline a specific theme in our readings this week.  Jesus asks if we are just giving “Lip Service” to our faith.  (I smile when someone comes to me and gives me their Catholic ‘pedigree’ they tell me they have been members for 25 years and their parents gave money for 60 years and I need to do what they want and yet I have never seen them and have never heard their name. I am not perfect but after three years I am getting to know faces at least.)  There is a long list of people that call themselves Roman Catholic but have not been in our churches in years.  I think of our children that I see all over town and at our schools; even many that are in our churches on occasion but still never receive an education about their faith until it comes time for a Sacrament.  They come to the Sacrament saying that they are “confirming” their faith and yet they never come back to church until they want to get married or their child to be baptized.  It is not their problem but the issue is with the parents.  Parents are a huge part of our programs.  We expect and need for parents to be part of the education process.  We can not get students to come for more time to classes because of the many things that pull them away so we have to ask parents to do more.  


I know that I am preaching to the choir but I am looking for help.  I can not get to these people but you can.  If you are here – especially on Labor Day Weekend – then you are probably part of the ‘choir.’  Take this bulletin and give it to your friends.  I was just talking to a parishioner that is very committed to his faith and works hard to share his faith with those in his family.  He asked about being a sponsor for Confirmation when he knows that the parents never come to church and the child will never be in a church once the ceremony is over.  We talked about how he can challenge and help that parent see the problem with the choices they are making.  If they do not want to be part of our community; that is their choice.  That choice is for God to determine but what happens to their children that never learn and therefore can never make that choice for themselves; they are losing a faith that they never learned.  

There are many opportunities for learning our faith and sharing it with our children.  Many parents choose to send their child to our parish school at St. Ann’s.  There our children learn about their faith everyday and Catholic values are a part of everything they do.  It is not too late to enroll your child for this year.  There is a new program for our youngest children with a half-day 3-4 year old program.  We are blessed to have added Elizabeth Becker to our already excellent teaching staff.  Among other things, she will be working in this program.  I will not embarrass myself by trying to figure out how many years of experience that are represented in our teachers but you can not find a more professional and dedicated group of men and women.  (Some of the teachers are actually teaching the children of their past students!)  Students are still welcome in all our grades.  

We are here in church and we are faithful, each in their own way.  But we must also challenge ourselves and seek a closer connection to our faith.  If we are involved and committed then we must use our commitment to reach out to others.  I can not speak to those that are not here.  You can – you know who they are and where to find them.  Are we just giving lip service and is our reverence empty or do we work to build the Kingdom of God?  Educating Children and sharing faith has been the focus here but there are other areas that we could investigate.  Some people will point out that “in the old days” things were a certain way.  That is not the way things are now.  Everything used to center around the church – the church has been moved to second or third place in our schedules.  Something’s should never change; we should never let our children suffer in their faith because of our adult problems.  We may be here in church and regardless if we are actually in the choir or just committed to our faith we still need let these words challenge us.


Share this with your family and friends.  Ask yourself what is the example that I am give to my children of commitment and faith?  Our faith should be first last and always focused on God.  If not we may ask ourselves what is most important and why is that first?
