Help me say “Thank You!”

This week I would like to ask you to help me thank God for some great blessings that we as a community have shared together.  I hope that every one is continuing to pray and participate in our parish Novena to the North American Martyrs.  As you pray those two short prayers please ask God to bless those involved in other activities in our parish. 


On June 10th we had our Parish Picnic.  The Stewardship Committee started that idea but it soon included many individuals from all over our parish family.  I am sure that anyone there will agree it was a great evening.  The dinner did not take long and most people left after an hour or two but everyone said what fun it was and were looking forward to doing it again next year.  

Today – Wednesday – as I sit in the parish office on Canisteo St. it is a cold and rainy day.  That is OK as long as the sun shines this Saturday, September 16th for our “Golf Extravaganza!”  I used that name at first because it sounded kind of fun and would get people’s attention.  The amazing thing is that it really has become an extravagant event.  We were hoping for one or two corporate sponsors and we got five.  We were hoping for 18 hole sponsors and we got over 30.  We were hoping to get 30 teams and we have some on a wait list, incase a team pulls out.  Over and over again we have been amazed by the interest and support of the community.  
We sent letters to various individuals and organizations hoping to get items for our doors prizes or raffle.  We got footballs signed by famous players and valued at hundreds of dollars.  Vijay Sing, Don Zimmer and Arnold Palmer sent items.  The Buffalo Bills, Notre Dame and Amerks sent items.  Heck, even Warren Buffett and Jack Welch have sent stuff for us to give away.  Teams will have a chance to win a new Harley-Davidson motorcycle as well as $5,000.00 for a single putt!

Look on the page following this letter and see all the individuals and businesses that are supporting our parish and St. Ann School through this Golf Tournament.  We can say thank you by using their businesses and letting them know we appreciate their help.  Unless you own a private commuter train that I do not know about, you will not need the services of GMI Inc.  Other businesses you can use everyday – stop the manager or the owner and thank them.  Visit some of the places that you have never seen before.  You do not need to own a motorcycle to stop in at Arkport Cycles and Harley-Davidson.  Stop in and see all the stuff they have for gifts, when you do, thank them for sponsoring the Hole-in-One competition.

I will not try to thank all those individuals that made these events happen.  I will forget someone that made the Picnic and the Golf Tournament great.  I would like to send a thank you to the Sherburne’s that own Twin Hickory Golf Course. Without Liz and Dave’s help and expertise this “Extravaganza” would have never happened.  Whether you golf or when you see them in the store take a moment to thank them for their help.  Every meeting saw new faces and people saying, “I want to help!”  Pray for these people and next year step forward and offer your help.  There was not too much work involved for any one person and it was really fun.  It really does not matter what happens this Saturday – rain or shine – this is a great event.  No matter what the future holds this was a great summer for our parish celebrating together.  Our future will only grow brighter with the grace of God as we build Our Lady of the Valley Parish.
