Thanksgiving Appeal

Many of you have already received a letter from Bishop Clark requesting your support for the Diocesan Ministry Appeal.  Just to make sure that there is no confusion this is the name of what has been called the “Thanks Giving Appeal” in the past.  I have heard from some people that they threw away this letter thinking they will support the TGA and not this new program.  Please do not throw these letters out and please do your best to help all of us support our Diocese and in turn support ourselves.


Last year there was a small change in this effort that is important for everyone to understand.  In the past each parish was given a goal and they did their best to raise that money but if they did not reach their goal then the Diocese was left holding the bag.  The Diocese did its best to lower the amounts requested from each parish as much as possible.  The hope was to make it as low as possible and that way parishes were more likely to meet their goal.  Two years ago this changed.  Parishes were required to make up any short fall; if they did not meet their goal they must then take money from their own accounts to fill any gaps.  
To put this in perspective MOST Dioceses in the country do not have programs like the TGA or Ministry Appeal.  They simply have a “Parish Assessment” similar to a tax that each parish must pay.  They do not help parishes with a program to meet their needs.  This is the only place that the Diocese of Rochester has for income.  We have collections each week to meet our needs for everything from salaries to heat and light.  The Diocese has no such weekly collections.  This is their once a year collection to pay for everything that they do all year long.


Many people have the misconception that this is a money-pit in which we keep throwing money never see any return.  This is a terrible and even dangerous misconception that must be addressed.  Every week we receive support from the Diocese.  Calls and e-mails, visits and consultations happen all the time.  You do not see it and that may be the problem.  You have to know there is nothing that we do without the support of the Diocese.  

Think of the activities that went on last year in Canisteo and that are still on going.  The transfer of St. Joachim’s Church to use by Sr. Sue for Steuben County Rural Ministry was supported and made possible every step of the way by staff from the Diocese.  The lawyers, that we did not have to pay for directly, prepared the documents and are even today moving them through the court system for the sale of our parish center to the Village of Canisteo.  We can not just use local real estate brokers because of the unique status that we have in the state as a religious community.  Annulments and marriages, employment and hiring, school issues and ministry programs are all supported and made possible through the Diocese.  
Our parish goal this year is $52,069.  This amount was determined through a proportion of our weekly regular collections.  This is the exact same goal that we have had for the past two years.  The Diocese has made a commitment to parishes to hold spending and not increase its budget.  Last year we were $18,000 short and took that amount from our savings.  Please be generous, not just to protect our assets but because we are part of the universal church and they are part of us.  We receive so much from the programs of the Diocese.  When they cut staff we feel the pain.  Please share the gifts that God has given you and help to build the church throughout our diocese.

