World Youth Day and other Events


This weekend the church celebrates World Youth Day.  Following in the footsteps of Pope John Paul II and I think under his supervision this day was set aside for parishes to give a special recognition of those members of our community that are under 20.  Our Lady of the Valley Parish will mark this day with a special degree of involvement of our Youth Group and Religious Education children.  I hope that like me you will all be blessed by these children and teenagers.  When they come forward to share their gifts it is a special Grace for us all.


You will note that I avoid certain words when speaking of our younger parishioners.  I never say things like, “they are the future of our parish…”  That is because they are NOT the future, they are our present.  They are important members of our faith community right now.  They do not need to wait to get involved as they are members today and deserve access to all the opportunities of any member.  I stand firm in my belief that any attempts to limit their interaction today will result in their exodus tomorrow.  Each generation must be allowed to find their own way to God and we must not block their path but be open to their view of God.  

Last year when the youth group did the music at the 10:30 mass at St. Ann the response was excellent.  At St Mary’s at the 8:30 the children’s music was angelic!  Many people asked that they sing more than once a year.  I know that getting them for one day is hard enough with all the events and programs kids are involved with these days.  Once may be all they can pull off.  


John Paul II, as you know started World Youth Day with huge events at various places all over the world.  Pope Benedict had his first in Germany and there were millions of youth and young adults present for his first event as Holy Father.  At the various World Youth Day events the words from both Pope’s was similar – the youth of our world are the hands of Christ today.  If the world is to change they must share their immense strength and passion seeking God and sharing God with a world that is in need of their efforts.  


Youth are often in search of adventure and new activities – the journey of faith is really the last great frontier.  Each generation goes beyond and finds new ways to seek God and to find Grace.  This is more adventure than any extreme sports or exploration.  The soul and living a moral life in a world that rejects morality for a “white-washed” sense of being politically correct is an amazing adventure through always changing realities.  Even within our own parish we experience a new church that is seeking God in new and uncharted ways.  As the number of priests continues to go down and as parish structures change to accommodate moves in population, a new way of being a parish and developing church is forming and needs to be explored and brought to life.  The young of our community will have to take up this challenge and help us take the next steps along the road towards the Kingdom of God.  
Sound System for St. Ann


On many occasions over the past year you have heard me speak of our financial issues within our parish family.  I have used the example of a family and living within their means many times because I think it is a reference that we can all see clearly and agree with as common sense.  I have said many times that we may have a great love for the many buildings that were part of our individual parishes prior to becoming Our Lady of the Valley.  This love is honest and real and reflects the care and importance that the houses of worship and homes played in the lives of all of us.  When speaking of their future it is easy to let our passions over take us and to let these control our decisions.  For many people these buildings are as important as any family home that has been a part of our lives for generations.  That is true, but referring to our own families we can see that if we struggle to pay the bills in the homes that we use everyday we can not justify keeping a second home regardless of the history held in that building.  Many of us have had to make the choice to sell the house we grew-up in when our parents could no longer live there even though our hearts get sick as we drive by and see someone else living there.  We may want to keep the house on the lake or a hunting cabin as a great thing to have but if we can not afford it then we must let it go.  

We have been working very hard to limit our expenses as we struggle to balance our budget.  Along the way we have stopped spending money on anything that is not a real necessity.  Using the metaphor above, it is crazy to buy a new TV when we aren’t paying our gas and electric bills!  We have done our best to follow this ideal over the past two years as we have struggled.  Now, we have been given a significant gift and I would like to accept it but want everyone to know where it came from and where it is going.  

Over a year ago I had someone come into my office and said, “Father, I want to help the parish.  St. Ann’s sound system is a mess and I want to pay for a new one!”  They explained that they had recently received a sum of money and wanted it to go for something specific in the parish.  The money was only to be used for the sound system but would cover only half the expense.  At the time I was blessed by their generosity but told them that we really could not spend money on something like that while we were struggling with other problems.  I asked if they would be willing to hold the donation until such a time that we were in a better situation to pay the other half.  Well, God works in many different ways.  Just last week I received another large donation and when I asked the family what they wanted it used for they said, “Fix the sound system at St. Ann’s.  It’s terrible!”  This second donation combined with the first, will more than cover the cost of a totally new sound system for that church.  


All those that attend mass there regularly will know that this is a huge problem.  There are large “dead spots” where no sound is heard.  Those that are in the back few pews struggle to hear anything and many times the sound goes in and out!  With these two large donations that are specifically earmarked for this one issue we are going forward.  The generosity of these two families will help our whole parish family.  It feels a little strange to be working on a new sound system while at the same time having discussions about major changes so that we can live within our means and stop loosing money every year but the gifts from these families is specific and we will all benefit from them.  

If people can not hear then the greatest homily will be lost.  If people can not hear then the music of our choirs and cantors will be lost.  People need to hear what is happening as well as the Gospel and readings.  These gifts will allow for significant improvements in this area.  Please pray for all those that give so generously to our parish.  Pray for those that are now making the decision to increase their weekly offering.  There are many people that are working towards tithing – giving 10% back to God in one form or another.  Pray for those that remember our parish in their wills with major bequests.  Also, pray for that person that is giving $10.00 instead of $5.00 a week.  They are all working to keep our parish going as we all try to build our parish for the next 100 years and the Kingdom of God everyday.

