Working together to build the Kingdom of God
There have been many items that I would like to offer for your consideration this week.  As we enter the Holiday Season I know people get busy and things may be missed.  Some of these are small items that I would like to share and others are larger.  I hope that you make note of them in your future plans.

Thanksgiving Prayer Service – November 18th, Sunday 3:00pm
For many years the greater area community has come to St. Ann’s Church for an Ecumenical Prayer Service.  This is a time for everyone in the area to come and pray to thank God for all our blessings.  The fact that this happens here in our own church has not helped increase participation of Our Lady of the Valley parish family.  Please take a moment in your day to come to pray together as a community and show your pride in your church and welcome those from outside the parish and attend.

Also, please put in your date book the Community Christmas Cantata which will be at St. Ann on Sunday evening, December 9th.  This is always an amazing evening of prayer and song and the walls of our church ring with the voices of the whole community.

Stewardship is giving back to God

You often hear the term “Stewardship” and too often we equate this with giving more money.  This could not be further from the truth.  True Stewardship is giving back to God because we know and understand that everything we have comes from Him in the first place.  Please take a moment to think of all the people that serve our parish community.  Those on committees, those that volunteer, those praying in our Perpetual Adoration Chapel, all these men and women are Stewards.  At the entrances of our churches you can see two very different but equally important examples of Stewardship.
At St. Mary’s you can still see the angels that were drawn by the children of our parish – and some adults!  These pieces of art were drawn on a “Super Sunday” recently.  Over the years those involved in our Religious Education programs have tried various new programs to try and keep your children involved and learning about our faith.  Most of those involved in these programs are volunteers.  Even those that are on staff, to be really honest, are not paid nearly enough to call it a job.  They give so much more of their time than we could ever really pay for.  What you may not know is the level of passion and commitment they have and the effort they make to plan and offer these programs.  
At St. Ann’s you will see in the entrances a set of pictures.  These are the people that clean that church every Wednesday.  With both of our parish churches, I wonder sometimes if people ever think about who keeps them clean and how is it that our churches are kept as beautiful as they are week-in and week-out.  These pictures are just a small reminder.  Please take a moment and notice all those that are pictured there.  All the many hours that are spent every week working to keep things beautiful.  There are staff members and those that we pay sometimes to do the big jobs but everyday there are people working to help our parish, school, and cemeteries run and stay beautiful.  
This week we also had some fun with our Stewards.  There was a social gathering of the Eucharistic Ministers of the parish.  Not all attended but there were over 30 ministers who came together and shared wine and cheese as well as some good fun and laughter.  The thought came about when people started to think, “I stand next to these people and I do not know who they are or anything about them.”  It is such a blessing that we have these people as well as our readers and leaders, ushers and greeters.  Every one of these people helps everyone else to worship God.  

We did a training of ministers at St. Ann’s recently and someone noted that we have a large number of people doing these various ministries and do we really need more.  The answer to that concern actually falls into two categories.  First, we do NOT really have that many people.  The issue is that we have a great deal of people that want to serve one mass while those willing to participate at the other masses are few.  Our parish 4:30 mass on Saturday has a real need for people to serve at that mass as Eucharistic minister as well as reader and leader.  At that mass we also have a need for Altar servers that will be willing and attend regularly.  At the Sunday 8:30 mass we have a good number or ministers but there could actually be more.  The Sunday 10:30 mass has a large number of people that participate and are willing to help at mass but even so, some weekends we are left looking.  
The second issue is really the more important of the two.  We are all called to serve God during the mass.  We are all called to give back to God with our service to the community.  In the final analysis the hope would be that everyone steps forward to be trained as a reader/leader or a Eucharistic minister.  The hope would be that everyone is there to help as an usher or greeter.  The goal would be that we have so many ministers giving to the community that the rotation time is not every other week as it is now in some areas but that we have so many that maybe the rotation is once or twice a year!  

Some might say that is not good – why would anyone do it?  We do it because God calls us to service and we are all called to give back to the community.  Please take a moment and thank those that give and ask yourself about how you can get involved as well.  We give to God willingly and without reservation because He has given us everything we have, not the least of which is our salvation.

Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets – Giving Tree


Both of our parish churches have different traditions of giving to support activities in our area.  From the Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets that go out every year to families all over our area to clothing and toys that go to Steuben County Rural Ministry, we have many opportunities to share our bounty.  Some people choose to give through these planned activities.  I know some families that contact Sr. Sue Cain directly and ask to take on a family by themselves.  Both of these are excellent ways to give.  The food goes to those that have a specific need.  The presents help those that would not have any Christmas to have something to share.  

Anything that we may give is given back 100 fold by God.  The past few weeks we have been collecting for our Thanksgiving Baskets – they are being delivered Saturday. (11/17)  Around the middle of December we will start collecting food again for our Christmas Baskets.  Starting this weekend we are doing our Annual Giving Tree.  The information is found in this bulletin. Each week we are collecting different items.  In the past as a parish we have been very generous.  I know that people will do their best again this year.
As with all giving of our time and blessings, it is not the amount but that we all give.  There are some that give large amounts of money or presents because God has blessed them well.  Some people look at these and think, “Well, what good is my small contribution?”  It means all the world to those in need.  Imagine the amount of gifts and food that we would have to give if every family or if every person made one contribution to these efforts.  We average 972 people at all our masses on a weekend.   Imagine 972 presents for children or warm mittens and clothes.  Imagine what our community would look like if we could see 972 Stewards giving back to God in many different ways.  That is what Jesus means when He says; The Kingdom of God is at Hand!”
