DEAR PARISHIONERS
An important objective of this bulletin is to keep you informed of progress regarding programs and activities within our parish.  To that end, this week’s edition will update you on several topics.

The Electronic Giving program which was instituted several weeks ago has begun with a successful launch that saw 17 parishioners participate.  We started with a “practice run” to insure the accuracy of account numbers and confirm the security of the individual donor’s personal information.  The first “live run” followed with great success.  Those who are participating, have expressed their comfort with this program and the peace of mind in knowing that their church offerings are given on a regular basis where they are not required to do anything.  
As more people participate, and quite a few have expressed their desire to do so, our parish will benefit from the regularity of these contributions and will be able to do a better job of budgeting and planning based on this program.

There were questions about how the special and Holy Day collections would be affected by this Electronic Giving program and what happens with the annual statement, depicting donations, that is mailed to envelope users.  The Electronic Giving program is designed to facilitate the weekly (or, monthly, depending upon individual taste) regular collection.  Those people who participate will continue to receive envelope mailings on a regular basis.  They will continue to use the designated second collection or Holy Day envelope to make these contributions.  We have also advised these people that they should mark “Electronic Giving” on the envelope they receive in the mail for the regular collection and insert the dollar amount they authorized and drop this empty envelope in the collection basket.  The money counters will find no money in these envelopes, but will recognize that the envelope user is participating in the Electronic Giving program and will process these envelopes as if they contained a donation so that the record of giving will appear on the annual statement which is mailed to envelope users.  This will also help those parishioners who are sensitive to having something to place in the collection basket as it is passed around so it doesn’t look like they are non-givers.
The Hornell Area cemeteries have taken on a new look.  To begin with, the new Rules and Regulations concerning decorations have been accepted by many people as a great thing.  Although there have been a very few who do not like the new rules, the feedback we have received from a great number of people is that the order that will take place will lend an organized beauty to the cemeteries.

Some lot owners have removed out-of-compliance items and brought their plantings within guidelines on their own.  Others have asked that the cemetery workers do it for them.  We are more than willing to assist in any way that we can.  At this point, plantings issues at St. Mary Cemetery in Fremont have been corrected.  In so doing, our workers have removed items from graves and placed them in an area at the back of the cemetery for the lot owners to retrieve.  These items will be left there until May 22, at which time they will be discarded so the cemetery looks presentable for Memorial Day.  
Bringing trees and shrubbery into compliance will require more time as there are more to deal with and care must be taken to protect foundations and monuments.  This effort will continue throughout the summer.
We are in the process of ordering a bulletin board that will be hung on the back of the chapel at St. Mary cemetery near the water spigot.  In the meantime, a portion of the new Rules dealing with cemetery decorating has been posted on the back of the chapel for every one to see.  

Speaking of the chapel, everyone is invited to see the new cabinets inside the chapel which hide the water pump and holding tank as well as the cleaning equipment.  We are working toward a time when the chapel will be used strictly as a chapel and not, also, a storage shed.  The cross on the roof was replaced last year and the new cabinets, built this year, will help.  The next step is to cease using it to house our maintenance equipment..
At the back of the cemetery , construction of a new road and, eventually, a building to house the maintenance equipment such as the backhoe and lawn-mowers has been ongoing.  The road was built by BOCES students and the building will also be done by them.
Soon we will be laying out the next several sections of the cemetery because we are nearing the point where all the graves in the already laid out sections will have been sold.  The Cemetery Committee has discussed the idea of creating an area within these next sections devoted to perhaps, statues or a cross, incorporating plantings and benches for meditation and resting by visitors.  While this idea is in its infancy, the committee will continue to explore the possibility.  We welcome input from interested people.  A call to the office at 324-5811, an E-mail to jbuchko@dor.org or attendance at one of the committee meetings would be welcome.  
The next committee meeting is scheduled for May 18 at St. Mary Cemetery to review all these issues.  Anyone who wishes to attend any of these meetings is welcome.

