Fellow Parishioners of Our Lady of the Valley,

We, the members of the Parish Council and the Finance Council are writing this letter together to make our voices heard and to help our parish community to heal and move forward in a positive way. We have had many long discussions concerning the recommendations - all of them, and we support all three suggestions as they were made by the Ad Hoc Committee. We feel confident that these recommendations, although very difficult, are the best thing for Our Lady of the Valley Parish.

We would like to clarify something and suggest a plan for moving forward.
First, we think that it is important that everyone understand that the recommendations and the decision to move forward with these recommendations is the action of these committees in consultation with many members of the parish and with our fullest support. There has been the impression and assumption by a few people that this is the work of Fr. Patrick alone. There has been some impressions left that he is the sole designer of these ideas. That is not true and having that feeling permeate throughout our parish is not healthy nor is it helpful. We must all pull together and help our parish grow. 

The Ad Hoc’s Recommendation was to rebuild or buy a new rectory to replace the rectory of Our Lady of the Valley at St. Ann Campus.  This rectory is not only a rectory for Father Pat, Fr. Kanka and Fr. Schnacky. All these men will move on from here and we will have to have a place for others. This is the rectory for our priests for generations to come.  This should be our focus as we move forward.

We learn in the Gospel that Jesus sent his apostles out to teach and told them that their needs, i.e. housing, would be provided. “The workman after all is worth his keep”

Our Bishop sends us our priests to teach and serve the people of our area, knowing they will be provided for. We have always willingly, happily, fulfilled our obligation and provided for our priests. 

This is our time, as parishioners, to step up to the plate and raise the funds necessary to implement the decision that has been made to provide a new home for all three of the priests that serve us today as well as the future priests of Our Lady of The Valley Parish. 

So, therefore, a Campaign for a Capital Improvement Fund will be instituted.  We feel strongly that there are many people that wish to help raise funds to implement the recommendation concerning the rectory at St. Ann. We also know there are some that do not. We propose that a specific Capital Campaign for a new rectory be done so that everyone knows where his or her money is going and for what it will be used.

 Next week and in the weeks to follow we will have envelopes that will be used to begin the fund for the capital needs of the parish. Our hope is that our people will be very generous with this request. This fund will be set up specifically to maintain and improve the buildings of the parish. We do not want anyone to be surprised—Your contributions to this fund will be used first and foremost for a new rectory for Our Lady of the Valley, for our three priests today as well as for those that will be here for generations to come. One member of our committees has noted that if 300 families were willing to give as little as $25.00 a month over the next three years, approximately$1,000.00, it would cover the cost. It also would be a great start on a permanent fund for future needs. We believe that just like we do at home, we should be saving money every year for future needs and not just wait until something breaks to figure out how to fix it and how to pay for it. This Capital Campaign is the first step towards this financial responsibility.
There are over 1400 families registered in our parish. Some are elderly and can not make this kind of commitment but most can. Some will not want to help in this effort and they will be respected. We also want the help of those who want to be a part of this effort but think they are unable to make this type of commitment.
Everyone, in any way will be encouraged to make a donation for this effort. A one-time gift of just a few dollars will help us move forward. Next week there will be envelopes in the pews. Please take one and read it. It will offer many ways for you and your family to support this specific effort of the parish. Use them now and in the future. This way you will know specifically what your donations will be going towards. To this end we propose that this specific Capital Campaign be totally separate from the regular collection and other fund raising efforts of the parish.

The support of the parish as a whole and all the ministries and work that is done should not be confused with implementing these recommendations. We have been discussing ways for people to understand this and to continue their stewardship of the parish. Our main goal is that everyone will know and understand what is happening and if they do not wish to support the recommendation - especially the one
concerning the rectory at St Ann, then they can opt out of that.
Last year we had a great Golf Tournament - there is much work going on to make this year’s even better. This past week our collection was strong and we hope that this continues. The school is planning exciting new opportunities for parishioners to support their efforts as well. We need to continue to give as generously as we have to our regular Sunday Collections.

We, the Parish Council and Finance Council, have told Fr. Pat that he should divorce himself completely from this Capital Campaign Drive. Fr. Pat was sent to us to lead us to a deeper spiritual knowledge of God.  It is his talent and effort that should be spent teaching us to know, love and serve God. He should not be the one to lead this Capital Campaign. We, as parishioners, need to take ownership of the drive.

 As we wait for permission from the Diocese to implement the plan, in which we will either build or buy, discussion is ongoing concerning the location, type, and design of the new rectory. Various experts are involved with this discussion as well as parishioners and members of our committees, who will make the decisions. If you feel that you would like to be involved or bring some expertise to these decisions please feel free to make your interest known to one of us.

 Fr. Pat in his bulletin article pointed out that a miracle took place in our parish when we came together and made the decision for us to implement the Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendations. So let’s bring this miracle to fruition.  We can do this! 

You will be given more information next week when members of our Parish will explain in more detail the Capital Campaign. We stand together and hope that all of you will stand with us as we make decisions for our future.

May Our Lady guide us, inspire us and assist us in our Campaign. May God bless us and help us to accomplish this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Members of the Parish and Finance Councils

Fran Tucker

James Van Skiver

Tom Harkenrider


Caroline Kelly

Margie Terry


Mark Clark

Joan Loree

Gary Mikolajczyk

Sr. Dolores Ann Stein

Patsy Hulse

Charlie Brewer
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