Miracles of Lent – Thanks to Our Lady of Lourdes

How often do we have miracles take place and we do not see them or put them off as “coincidences?”  I think there are many times where the hand of God is working and active and we miss it.  I am convinced that the place this happens most is in our own St. James Hospital.  Just because our excellent doctors and professional nurses can put a name on a procedure or can identify the problem and the operation that is needed should not limit our belief in God working miracles.  When someone is pulled from the gates of death and given another chance at living a few more years with family and friends – that is a miracle.  We had a miracle happen this week.  Some may disagree with me but I believe firmly that God’s Grace was flowing in a powerful way at the Knights of Columbus on Tuesday.


After our first parish meeting in January a parishioner came and suggested that we do another Novena to help us find God’s will.  If you think back we started the work of the Ad Hoc Committee with a Novena to the North American Martyrs in September.  The grace of God was with that group as they began their work.  The suggestion was to offer a Novena to Our Lady of Lourdes.  I agreed to the suggestion whole heartedly. After some hesitation so that we would have the answers people wanted when the Novena concluded the date was set.  

The prayers began March 18th and were prayed at every mass twice a day as well as through the private prayers of many individuals.  I have no doubt that Our Lady was present with us that night and the prayers offered for the intercession of St. Bernadette where successful.  Any time a group is discussing ideas that have such powerful emotional connections it is easy to let emotions take control and have discussions devolve into anger and screaming.  I was proud to be a part of the meeting last Tuesday because I felt that this was the way a Christian community should deal with difficult problems.  Honest discussions took place – voices were heard on both sides of the argument and it was positive.  

I am sure that there are people that left that meeting angry or upset.  I am pretty sure that some may feel they were not listened to but I think every effort was made and that effort gave us good fruit.  A serious note of thanks and prayers should be given to Brain Gregory from Wayland who came to be a moderator of the evening.  He did a good job trying to encourage people to talk and ask their questions.  He also did all the work on the Power-point presentation that showed much of the information and answered most of the questions raised after the January meeting as well as the meeting Sunday, March 18th.  


I know that not everyone will agree with some or all of the recommendations and how we will enact them but I feel confident that every effort humanly possible was made to share information and let people know what factors were taken into consideration when these recommendations were considered and how the decisions will be implemented.  I know that there will be people that will accuse and still disagree.  It would be impossible to think that everyone will agree.  That is impossible, so we did our best and try to limit the pain caused.


Any good that came out of that meeting came because of the Grace of God through our prayers and Novena.  People came up to me after the meeting and said, “Fr. Pat, I was 100% against tearing down the rectory.  I am still sad to think of it going but I understand.”  Another person put it this way, “You know how much I was against it.  Now I understand.  I am still wish there was another way but I understand.”  These two people are miracles.  It was the grace of God, through the help of St. Bernadette and Our Lady of Lourdes that helped these people find peace.  It was not really the Power-point and certainly not anything that I said that made them feel this way.  
I am sorry for whatever I have may done to make this situation harder on people.  I know that many people will tell me it is not my fault etc.  I appreciate that thought but I do feel a strong sense that I could have done things differently and there would have been less pain caused.  I take my priesthood very seriously.  I believe very concretely that what I do and how I act as pastor is important and I will be held accountable to God for what I do as a priest.  I love being a priest and I hope that it shows.  Someone asked me once why I did not take my work as a priest more seriously.  I responded with 100% honesty I love God so much and sometimes – most times – I am just so happy to be on the altar and praying with a community that I can not hold it inside.  If they knew what was in my heart they would know that I would prefer to be dancing like King David before the Ark of the Covenant.  

I take my responsibilities as pastor seriously as well.  I know that these decisions are powerful and a little scary.  Someone reminded me that if we are wrong there will be no going back.  That is true and that is why I put my trust in God.  I have come to believe that God will not let us go astray.  Why? Because He told us that He would always be there.  I stand on that belief as we make these decisions.  God will not let us go astray and He will bring His grace and blessings to all our efforts.  Never before has a community turned to God with more fervor and honest petition – If that is the case and we can all agree on that then how we can think that God will let us get lost.  God will bless us and care for us as we go forward.  

All Three Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee are accepted


On Wednesday March 28th at the regular meeting of the Pastoral Council the three recommendations were considered.  After much discussion a proposal was made that we accept all three Ad Hoc Committee recommendations and begin implementation immediately.  This was accepted with all present approving the recommendations with little change.  This means that the next steps will have to be taken.  Information packets about the process and the decisions will have to be sent to the Diocese for their approval and then given to the Diocesan lawyers to take through the process with New York State.  Applications will have to be made.  

Decisions about a replacement for the rectory have not been made in any fashion.  A group will be formed to look at all options and see the best way to go and what is the most economical.  There are questions about how to pay for this endeavor.  We will certainly turn to the community to help us pay for this step.  There will be people that will not want to support these decisions because they do not agree with them – that is their prerogative and we can not help that.  I am also confident that many people will see this as a step forward and will want to limit the burden of a new rectory on the parish savings.  We will offer ways for people to help.  

Finally and most importantly I hope that everyone will take some time and say a prayer of Thanksgiving to God for His help and especially a prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Bernadette.  I know that without them this would have been an even more divisive process with much worse fallout for the parish.

Today we celebrate Palm Sunday, when Jesus rode into Jerusalem and all His followers thought He was going to set-up a government and over-throw the Romans.  He did have a plan but it had nothing to do with a government on this earth.  He was going to do something no one would have every imagined.  The new life we know is available is there for us as well.  We may think that this story is only about death and failure but I know that God will bring new life and resurrection out of our situation with the same glory that he did on Calvary.  We may have been in a garden of anger and fear.  We may have been walking down a road that is full of pain and suffering but we know that God can work miracles out of death and pain if we never let our eyes move away from Him.  God will bring new life for us and that is a great Lenten miracle.

