Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi

How is your Latin?  We have been using the Latin responses at some of our masses to help us remember that it is a special time of the year.  Maybe that knocked the rust from our old brains.  Can you translate this phrase?  Literally, it translates as, “What is said when we pray is what we say we believe.”  More simply, “What we pray is what we believe.”  The idea is that our prayers should reflect our beliefs.  It is at the heart of our respect and how we act in church.  If we truly believe that the Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ then we should give it respect.  This is reflected in our efforts over the last two weeks to remind ourselves that we should be bowing as we come forward to receive the Eucharist – both the Body and the Precious Blood deserve the same respect.  I am happy to say that there is probably 99% participation in this effort to change our habits.  I hope that our parents will continue to talk to their children as this group seems to be slow in implementing this change.  The bowing during our Profession of Faith reflects our respect when we recite the words of the incarnation – Jesus becoming man and being born of the Virgin Mary.  

I wonder what we would think if we take a moment and ask, “How do my actions show my beliefs in other areas?”  Just like our parents used to say, “Actions speak louder than words!”  Some times what we think of as a small action has a larger effect.  These may be unintended effects, but they are real.  I will give you a small example.  Last weekend, I had someone come up and asked, “Why are people so rude at St. Ann?”  I was shocked and could not imagine what they were talking about.  I asked and their response was, “Why do so many people walk right out after receiving the Eucharist?  Why do all those people in the back rows walk out on God?  Don’t they know it’s rude?  I find it really distracting” I smiled because I did not have an answer.  

I received a letter once many months ago from a couple that thought I was mad at people that left church early because I always say goodbye when I walk out onto Erie Ave.    I was surprised by this letter because I never thought that my actions would be taken that way.  Now I see both sides – Why is it necessary to walk out while we are singing and praising God for His blessings?  What does this simple action reflect?  Does it mean that I can’t wait to get out of church?  Does it mean I have been there long enough and I don’t like the music anyway?  I hope that people do not get mad at me because I am not the one asking the question; it comes from your fellow parishioners.  I know the couple that wrote me felt that because of difficulties and physical problems leaving a little early made it easier for them to walk out before the crowd.  That sounds like a fairly good reason.  Even so, it may be good for individuals to ask themselves – what do my actions during the mass say about my faith and commitment to God and my connection to my parish family?  
Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi
This weekend we are working to encourage another change.  Through the work of the Finance Council, we are trying to encourage everyone to look at how they give their financial support to the parish.  You have heard me talk about the amount that is given each week. I encourage everyone to think ahead and not wait to see what few dollars are leftover in their wallet when the collection basket arrives on Sunday morning.  This weekend and next weekend our Finance Council is encouraging everyone to look at how they make their regular contributions.  Can some changes be made in this area?  We are asking people to consider using technology to help us make our regular collection more efficient.  
For many years, each of our original parishes and now as Our Lady of the Valley, we have used church envelopes as a way to make regular contributions.  These envelopes are convenient.  They include envelopes that remind users of special collections that many wish to support including St. Ann School, Sr. Jude Social Ministry, and the Holy Father.  We are very grateful to those individuals and families that use envelopes.  They help the parish in many ways.  Many people that give through envelopes give a regular amount every week.  This helps a great deal when we do our annual budget.  If we know what we are getting we can easily plan to live within our means.  As I have noted before, although only a small number of people use envelopes, the largest portion of our weekly collections is given through envelopes.  To illustrate this point; 60%-70% of our weekly income is given by 10% of our people!  When you see in the bulletin that we budgeted $10,000.00 or $10.00 +/- per person, per week, this is an average!  The reality is that there are some that give way over $10.00 and that is great because many more give way less than $10.00.  An illustration, if every $1.00 we got became $5.00; we should have no financial worries!  If every $1.00 became a $10.00; WOW, we would be putting money away in the bank and not taking from our savings to balance our budget every year.  For various reasons some individuals are not comfortable with using envelopes.  Regardless of the benefits to the parish and help with record keeping, some people fear that their information will be misused.  Some do not like the perception of control over their giving.  
The goal this weekend is to encourage everyone to look at two new options that will help Our Lady of the Valley Parish even more.  Many people use electronic banking to pay their bills and manage their accounts.  Did you know that you can use these same tested, safe, and efficient technologies to make your regular Sunday Contributions?  There is an insert in this bulletin that has more specific information on the two ways we are suggesting.  

First, is an Automatic Check, a regular withdrawal that you tell your bank to do on our behalf.  You go once and tell your bank to send Our Lady of the Valley Parish a certain amount.  Once a week, once a month; as often is you like.  Then you never have to worry about forgetting your checkbook or wondering if you have enough cash in your wallet.  This is a great method because when you go on vacation or are visiting family and friends you are still supporting your home parish.  This is a great help.  Even more than envelopes, we can plan and budget knowing that there are specific and regular amounts coming into the parish.  Because they come directly to the parish we do not have such a large amount of cash to deal with every weekend.  
Second, is a Direct Debit, which is giving our bank permission to take a certain amount out of your bank on a schedule that you set up and control.  This is exactly the way I make my truck payment to GMAC, so I know I am not the only one that does this on a regular basis.  This may be the best method in that there is no cash or check moving around so it is safe and easy.  The money just comes into the parish account and there is no counting or handling involved in any direct fashion.  
I know these are new ideas and many people may not like these options.  Some people have asked about blank envelopes for people to use so that they can put something into the basket as it goes by during mass.  There are some people that want us to get a credit card and debit card machine for church – you could walk in and swipe your card and be done with everything.  I do not think there is enough interest for something like that but maybe I am wrong.  Please consider these options, read the insert for more information.  Members of the Finance Council will be at the entrance of church to answer any questions.  These new opportunities will be very helpful for our parish.  The title of this column is “Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi;” Please reflect on this theme.  Do your actions reflect your beliefs?  Do you support your parish family and community as much as possible?  Maybe these new opportunities can help you become more consistent with your offering and help your actions reflect the passion and care that you feel for God and Our Lady of the Valley Parish Family.
