Pentecost – Celebrating the Gift of the Holy Spirit


As we come to the end of our Easter Season and enter into Ordinary Time I would like to offer some thoughts and reflections on the last few weeks.  First, I would like to offer greetings from the “Abbot of Hakes Ave.” Abbott Gibbs.  Last weekend I traveled with Sr. Dolores and the members of the 8th grade class from our parish school.  Along with five parents we were hosted at St. Benedict’s Abbey in Still River, Mass.  Hornell’s own Fr. James was the guest-master and that proved an appropriate title in that he was a master of hospitality.  He helped all the children feel at home and welcomed in a new environment.  All the parents would have been both amazed and strengthened by seeing their children sitting attentively and following along as best as they could to the night prayers, prayed and sung in Latin!  Boston was great and although there would be some discussion of what actually constitutes “seeing” a whale (A dark hump in the water that could have been a wave?) the trip was a delight.  I even lived through many hours of 8, 13-14 year old girls “hairbrush singing.”  We never did come to an agreement on Kelly Clarkson but I am happy to report that I even joined in the singing when they played the soundtrack from “Grease” the movie from my own youth.  The best news is that we arrived home safe and sound and the children are ready to finish the year.
The Delivery has been made


This week Fr. Gus Wall e-mailed to report that everything that we sent down was received in great shape and is being distributed.  One pastor wrote to give us his blessing.  Please take a moment and find at the entrances of the churches pictures some beautiful pictures.  The pews that were in St. Joachim’s were taken off the truck and put right into place in Bay St. Louis, Miss.  You will have to look close because it almost looks like they were made for that church they fit so well into both the space and décor of the church.  Great thanks go out to Dave Parmley and Covered Wagon for help with the truck.  It was an amazing site to see that we really almost filled that truck from end to end.  We had items from our churches and the items collected by our parish school as well as some items donated from St. James Hospital.    
Our loss in the closing of our church, as well as our extra items, is now the cornerstone of rebuilding churches ravaged by Hurricane Katrina.  One person voiced a concern that they would not really need or use the items we were sending down – I hope that these pictures and the sentiments I received from the pastors will reassure everyone that the items that we loved so well have been handed over to those that will cherish them just as much as we did.  They may love them even more in that they came as gifts in a time of terrible destruction.  Fr. Gus has told me that more photos and letters will be following soon.  It has not been two weeks since the truck delivered the items.  Many thanks to all those that made for light work when we loaded the truck.  I was no help with a back issue but tried to give encouragement and ensure that one person (who will go nameless) was not locked in the truck by his co-workers and sent south in the back of the tractor-trailer! 

Pentecost and Ordinary Time

This weekend is a celebration and remembrance of the First Pentecost.  This was the moment when, after Jesus has been taken into Heaven and the Apostles were together in the upper room, the Holy Spirit came down for the first time.  The Holy Spirit gave them the energy and the power to share the Gospel and to bring that message to the ends of the earth.  The power of the Holy Spirit and the works that the Apostles did are found most specifically in the Acts of the Apostles.  But this weekend is meant to be more than just a celebration of that which happened 2000 years ago.  It is to be a celebration and an encouragement for all of us to live in the Holy Spirit and exercise the strength that the Holy Spirit gives us everyday of our lives.  

We sometimes are put off by those that experience and talk about the Holy Spirit but that experience is as much a part of our faith tradition as any Evangelical church.  The Holy Spirit is there for us everyday of our lives to energize and strengthen us for the work of sharing the Gospel in our world.  As we read about Pentecost, do not forget that we have that same exact spirit in our lives.  We may not pray in languages that everyone can understand or can we heal with a touch of our hands like the Apostles but we are the hand and the voice of Christ in our world.    

Some people misunderstand the meaning of “Ordinary Time.” They think this means that this time of year is just plain Jane or ordinary.  This is not the way the church uses this word.  Ordinary time actually means that this time is set off the Ordo – hence ORDinary.  The Ordo is a small book that lists all the readings and Holy Days of the year.  So now that we are done with Easter we go back to the regular schedule of weeks.  Next week will be the 9th week in Ordinary time.  Now the 8th week in Ordinary time was February 26th.  See how it works?  The Season of Lent and Easter were “inserted” into the normal schedule and Ordinary Time continues unaffected.  

All this is just to say that we should not look at this as just “ordinary” this is still important time for our church we are still working to build the Kingdom of God.  This is a never ending story.  We should still participate in our faith even while we are at the lake or on vacation.  We still have a “Vocation” even when we are on “Vacation!”  There is no day off from following God, praying and sharing our faith.  

Windows and Thanksgiving Appeal


There is still some work to be done in other areas of our parish.  I met today – Thursday – with Ted McHugh about our windows.  I pointed out some items that we thought were not done well enough and we agreed on every step that had to be done to finish the job.  I am happy to say that we are in agreement with what needs to be done and he will have a specific time line for finishing the job.  I told him that we were not as worried about the time-line just that the job is done 100%.  It was a great meeting with Ted taking pages of notes and every small detail being noted to have the job done to both of our satisfactions.  

We need to make one more effort to finish this project.  I am happy to say that with our general financial issues we have not had to take from our savings to pay for this project.  Please come prepared over the next two weeks to make a donation.  We have raised over $107,000 to pay for this project.  The cost is 127,000.  Please help us finish this project without taking from our savings.  We still have a few openings for those who wish to dedicate a window to a family or loved one.  Please call the office if this option is of interest.


We also have to make one final plea for our Thanksgiving Appeal.  Next week please look at his space for a more specific explanation for what the Thanksgiving Appeal pays for.  Over the last few weeks I have told a few people, who I consider well informed, they were shocked to understand what this money goes for and how it really helps us everyday.  This will be in next week’s bulletin and that effort will be after we make some collections for the windows.
