Notice Anything Different?


I did not write about a certain change last week because it had just started and I was not sure who would notice, but this week it is time.  Look around St. Ann’s church and see if you notice anything different.  Do not look up at the walls or the ceilings there are no changes there.  Look down at your knees and you might see the change.  Over the past two weeks some of the regular cleaning crew and myself have been installing hymnal holders in all the pews.  The right side of the church – looking from the altar out – has all of them installed.  These racks are the culmination of a long discussion that has included the use of a new missalette.  We looked into custom built wooden ones and the cost was out of this world.  We finally decided these were the best decision due to their cost and, because they are clear, they will fade into the color of the pew. 


There are two reasons for these racks being installed.  First they fill a real need.  For most of the community that come to church on Sunday they do not know that there is a beehive of activity every week to clean and maintain St. Ann’s church.  The same is true for St. Mary’s.  People work hard to sweep and polish our churches from door to altar.  I am sure most people do not give it a thought and have just become used to walking into a beautiful church.  It is one of those things where people would not notice except when they are no longer there and the dust starts to pile-up.  One of the most tedious and frustrating jobs has been restacking and organizing the hymnals.  It may sound silly but, trust me, going from pew to pew picking up all the dropped tissues and sweeping up all the crushed Cheerios, as well as reaching under the seats to get the hymnals that have been pushed here and there, it gets old real fast.  At least now the hymnals and the missalettes will be in their place and that is one less thing to pick-up. 


Where did the money come from for this you may ask – someone gave some money and another person offered to help and with a group volunteering their time it happened with little cost to the parish.  The new missalettes will actually save the parish a little money each year as they are less expensive and offer more choices to our music ministry.  Someone gave what they could, and others added what they had, and a good thing has happened for the parish.  


The readings this weekend shed light on this type of miracle.  In both the Old Testament and the New Testament we see stories where what was not seen to be enough was given to the Lord and God blessed it and everyone had what they needed.  The issue is not if God can do it, but everyone giving what they have, for God to use.  Time and energy were more important for these new racks than any amount of money.  Having those that said, Yes I can give some time for this effort and lend a hand was more important than any gift.  We all know, “many hands make for light work” or “inch by inch what a synch” but do we live them in our lives?  These racks are a small item but will benefit many parts of our parish.  What about other items of need?


If I had a penny for every time someone complained about the sound system at St. Ann’s I would be a rich-rich man.  A parishioner that wants to give toward a new sound system has approached me.  Others have offered their generocity.  I have asked them if they would hold that donation for a little bit to give us time to fix our bigger financial situation first; they agreed with no problem.  I cannot, in justice, order a new sound system for thousands of dollars when we need money every month to pay our basic bills.  How can a family get a new television if they are not paying the heat and light bills?  And yet in my heart I know that if we came together this would happen.  But how do we justify these expenses when we are taking from our savings time and again?  And yet money is not the real issue at hand.


The gospel talks about giving of food and everyone having their fill.  In our parish it is not about money but about people that are willing to give of themselves.  A small group gives every week to give us all the gift of a beautiful, clean place to worship.  Just this week there was a problem at the school and a parishioner made space for us in his very busy work schedule to get the work done now, during the summer, which would have been impossible during the school year.  Water coming into the basement of the school – which has been happening for at least the last 20 years! – is now being fixed.  One parishioner that said, “yes, I can make time for this in my busy schedule” was all it took.  


What do we do with this dilemma?  I do not know!  What is the right answer – I don’t know but we are working on it together.  Maybe a few more months with a terrible sound system, people may come forward with help in the regular collections.  Maybe, once we get our expenses down, we can have the extra money to have these nice things.  I know that, since before I arrived, there has always been an “extra need” within the parish.  Part of me dreams of a time when there are not “projects” going on and “issues” to deal with.  I wonder what life would be like just going about a normal week without buildings to deal with and changes to decide on.  


That will not happen today but it will happen someday.  For now, there is work to be done.  Right now there are needs that are being left undone.  Items large and small are waiting for someone to come and fill that need.  Today there are some individuals that are working side-by-side everyday with our paid staff.  Working just as hard as a volunteer, doing the work because they can and they want to help.  This makes for light work.  If you see something not done – a hedge that needs to be trimmed or a basket that needs to be emptied, a person that needs to be visited or a child that needs to be cared for – it is not because there are not people who want to do the work.  The work is undone because there is just too much for those few that are stepping forward.  Those that are working are giving all they can, and doing great work, but there is more to be done.


Right now there are those that are going hungry.  There are problems that are not being fixed.  There are issues that are not being addressed.  All this is happening because there is too much work for those that are working.  When we all come forward and give our little bit to God, He will bless it and He will multiply it in ways that we can never imagine.  Every part of our parish has great things happening.  Ministries and gifts are shared freely.  People come forward all the time to offer their help.  People offer time and their skills.  People are generous with their money and support projects.  What more could be done if everyone was as generous.  Imagine what could be done if every person that called themselves Roman Catholic gave freely.  Imagine if our time and skills and finances went to God.  Sound systems and plastic holders would be nothing.  We would be feeding the five thousand and God’s blessings would be flowing freely in our parish communities.

