Our Eyes are Fixed on God

The readings this week have been telling the story of Joseph and his time in Egypt.  If you remember the story, he was the youngest and his brothers were jealous of the special love that their father had for him.  They first threw him into a dry well to die but then pulled him out and sold him into slavery.  He went to Egypt as a slave but made a good life for himself.  He was second in power only to the Pharaoh himself.  When a great drought came and there was no food, his family came to Egypt to get grain and unknown to his brothers it was Joseph himself standing there handing it out.  He revealed himself and they were reunited as they all came to live under his protection.  
This story does not have a happy ending at first.  The Israelites prosper in Egypt but Joseph dies and another Pharaoh comes to power.  They starts to be enslave and are abused by the Egyptians. This leads up to the introduction of Moses and his trek with the Israelites into the Holy Land.  

Our reflections this week have been on seeing God working even in what seems to be difficult times.  The famine that brought the brothers of Joseph to Egypt was hard and could have caused them to abandon their faith.  Their slavery was hard and they prayed for generations that a savior would come and finally Moses came.  As much as it is an interesting story of God’s love in the world so many years ago – good enough for an epic movie to be made! – but a greater message is there for us today.  God is with us and blessing us even when we do not see Him.  Some would say, especially when we do not feel His blessings.  God loves us and His will is for good in all things.  
Thanks From Fairport
There are various examples of people looking past pain and difficulties and trusting God.  I met this week with Fr. Ed. Palumbus the pastor of The Church of the Assumption in Fairport.  You have heard about him and that church over the last few weeks as he did two of the funerals for the five young ladies that died in the crash.  In the days that followed the accident I was amazed by people that had various connections to that tragedy.  One parishioner told me that a relative was three cars back in the line behind the girls and saw the whole thing – including the ensuing fire.  Another parishioner explained that the accident took place directly in front of a relative’s house.  These stories as well as many people asking questions of why and how does this happen filled those first days.  

Everyone asked that we pray for the young ladies and their families and they were added to our daily mass prayers.  I sent Fr. Ed a note letting him know that I was praying for him and that many in our community would remember his parishioners in our prayers.  He passed this note on to the families and at their Sunday liturgy we were added to their prayers.  He let me know that the families and the whole community offered their thanks for our efforts and support.  
Even in all their pain and even as Our Lady of the Valley Parish family felt that pain we could all turn in faith to God.  Not for an explanation, but for His help and compassion.  Our pain at this great distance is no less heartfelt than those in the area.  God’s grace is here when we turn to Him for help.  

Thanks From Peru

I would also like to pass on the thanks of Fr. Bill Brown.  His address and e-mail are found elsewhere in this bulletin.  He was overwhelmed by all the words of support and the offering made to him and his community.  We forwarded to his organization over $3,200.  Which when you look at that in the area where he works you can not imagine what that will do!  A few dollars here can make a huge difference to those in the jungles.  Like all of you, I was amazed at the stories and experiences that Fr. Brown has had over his life.  Going into the jungle and working with people that have nothing that we would call modern is almost something out of a movie – but there he is still working after all this time.  As a priest but also just as a person I am humbled in his presence.  I wish all of you could have been in my truck as we drove together to St. Mary’s Sunday morning – it was a blessed drive and he is an amazing man.  Another example of someone that never lets his feelings of despair and fear take control – as he said in his homily, his trust is in God. 
Offices Have Moved

As I sit here typing this letter I have no desk in front of me and there is nothing around me.  The key board is on my lap and the monitor in on the floor.  Sharon is vacuuming and people are moving stuff out the door.  As of Friday everything will be moved into the new parish offices in the building of St. Ann’s School.  The offices are not quite done but they are far enough along for us to be there and work out of them.  The parish phone number stays the same – 324-5811 and the number for the rectory at St. Ignatius is the same as well – 324-0410.  Sally, John, and all the staff has office space there. The location at St. Ignatius that has been offices for the last three years and has been the priest’s home for the last 6 months is now just our home.  

Many people came forward to help with the offices, our thanks go out to all of you.  New people sharing their skills to put up walls made the offices a beautiful place to work.  They are another example of our community still growing even in difficulties.  If you come to the small parking lot by the main doors of the school the office entrance is to the left.  There will be a sign to show the way.  I am sure that for a few weeks it might be a little confusing but by the end of the summer it should be settled down.  
A New Principal


If you read the Catholic Courier insert from last week you will have seen the great article about Sr. Dolores Stein and her imminent retirement.  The final day of her official work is past but she is continuing to complete some of her responsibilities from last year and get things ready to hand over the reins to the new principal.  I would never say successor or replacement as I am sure that no will replace or succeed her in the heart of this community.  A group of parishioners has been meeting to interview candidates and today – Thursday – at 4:00 we will be meeting to discuss the candidates and make a recommendation about the new principal.  I hope that perhaps by this weekend or at least by the first part of next week we will have a new principal named.  

The good news for our parish school and for our community is that all the candidates are excellent and each one has various skills and talents that they will bring to our school.  Whatever decision is made I feel very confidant that our school will be in great hands and the future of that institution as well as the education of our young children will continue in an exciting and excellent fashion.


There is much change happening within our community right now.  There are many events and decisions that have caused stress and pain.  But even as we all struggle with these difficulties God’s blessing and grace is here with us.  We do not know where this road will lead.  Like Joseph and the Israelites, sometimes it might look rather bleak and painful but as long as we keep our faith we will see God and the Promised Land.  The choice is really ours.  We can look around us at the changes and see only conflict, confusion, and anger.  But we have a choice in this – we can see the exact same thing and keep faith and see a chance for opportunity, trust, and hope.  God never changes, trusting Him in our lives is up to us; the choice is ours.
