Summer vacation is here – for some

There has been a change in the way our children walk around town lately.  There is a slight spring in their step that was not there a few weeks ago.  I do not know if we have passed the magic date on the calendar but for them summer vacation is here and that means only good things.  I have heard about trips to the lakes and weeks at summer camps.  Recently, I heard an intense conversation between some young teenagers and knew it had to be summer.  Their topic – strategy for the up coming Gus Macker 3on3 tournament!  It has to be summer in Hornell if Main St. is full of baskets and players.  I am not yet back into the swing of things from my own vacation and yet it is time to get back to work as July is “Wedding Month” here at the parish.  But not all work is done, not everyone is taking it easy for the summer months.

Our Lady of the Valley Golf Extravaganza

I was told this was a terrible name but it is already in the bulletin so we will change it next year!  The point is that parishioners are working on a Golf Tournament for Our Lady of the Valley, September 16th.  They will be meeting next week and looking for others to help out.  In the past there have been various Golf Tournaments in our parishes with various levels of success.  I have heard rumors that at one such event there was as much “social interaction” as golf action!  We will take some steps to ensure that both the serious golfer and the weekend duffer will have an enjoyable time at this event.  


I know – because they have given me a hard time about an early mass on Sundays! – that there are many many golfers in this parish.  I hope that they will help out or at least get a team together to make this event a huge success.  There is a request in the bulletin for help with the planning.  I have been assured that if people are willing to help out no one person will have to bear a huge burden.  I would love to see those that have been involved in the past come forward and offer their sage advice and support.  From getting prizes and sponsors to helping at the event; there is a role for everyone and many hands will make for an enjoyable event for everyone.  Like Fr. Schnacky says, this will be as much of a “Fun Raiser” as a “Fund Raiser!”

I used the word “Extravaganza” mainly because it is funny and there are so many “Tournaments!”  I used it also because we are working on some great prizes.  At this time everything is not set but I can say that there will be offerings that you probably have never heard of before!  After the Parish Picnic three weeks ago, many people said that it was so much fun we should do it again.  This Golf day is another chance to come together and share a laugh or two.  There will even be a place for those that do not even play golf!  Come for the food and the fun.


For our golfers please keep an eye out for the sign-up sheets.  Get your teams together and get ready for some great golf and a great day.  If you or your business would be willing to be a sponsor please contact those involved.  If you are willing to help please let them know and make it a great time for everyone.
Ad Hoc Committee


This group has had its first two meetings in June, 8th – 29th.  With the help of Dick Orth, a facilitator for IBM and an Arbiter, we have been developing a list of our Hopes and Concerns for working together.  We have set our ground rules and will outline our areas of focus.  This group will not meet in July and August but that does not mean their work ends.  They have specific ‘homework’ to do and will come back in September with work done and ready to get back to work.  I would like to share with you some of what we have done so that everyone can see where this effort is leading.  


The following statement was developed to help explain why this group was called together and what our over-arching focus will be:
Purpose Statement:

Gathering with members of our community who represent a wide range of interests and concerns we will find a positive path to move the parish forward; dealing most specifically with the financial issues facing our community but always with our eyes focused on following the Gospel.  We will work together to investigate every necessary area of the parish to find ways to work within our means to build the Kingdom of God.  Our ultimate goal is to strengthen Our Lady of the Valley parish and build a solid foundation on which to grow and evangelize our communities.  We will never forget the past and those that came before us as we move forward making recommendations to the standing committees of the parish for their implementation.


This may seem like a fairly broad statement but it is our basic focus.  This will be the theme that colors are actions and our discussions.  To shed light on this group even more below are some of the things we did in our first meeting.  

For our Hopes, we listed some things that should be obvious:
· Be open-minded

· Develop a vibrant Religious Mission

· Educate the broad community so that we all understand what is happening
· Build our parish for the next 100 years

For our Concerns we listed what we hope people do NOT have:

· We have hidden agendas

· We may overreact

· People think that we are making ‘secret’ decisions

· We may not separate feelings from facts

I think most people will see that these Hopes and Concerns are reflected in their own thoughts for the parish as a whole.  As this committee continues and makes its recommendations to the standing committees of the parish we will do everything we can to make our work public and keep everyone informed.  Serious work needs to be done and we are all committed to do this work.  We pray that this work will bear good fruit.

In our Gospel this weekend we hear Jesus tell those that are in mourning for the child that has died, “Fear is useless, what is needed is trust.”  These words should be printed on all our hearts.  God has brought us this far and He has promised to be with us always.  If we can let go of our individual fear we can trust God - fear is useless and we can truly trust in His care.
